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Housekeeping

• All lines will be muted until presenters begin 
speaking; please ensure your lines are muted-
*6 to mute, *6 to un-mute

• Please DO NOT place us on HOLD

• If you need to ask a question while all lines are 
muted, please use the ‘Chat’ function on WebEx
screen

• All lines will be open at the end of the webinar 
for Q&A

• This webinar is being recorded.



3

Presenters

• John-Mark Schacht; Tom Bendle: HIV/AIDS & Hepatitis 
Program, HIV Prevention Section, Florida Department of 
Health - Tallahassee

• Isaiah Webster III,  National Association of State and 
Territorial AIDS Directors (NASTAD) - Washington DC

• Precshard Williams, Miracle of Love - Orlando
• Dan Merkan, JASMYN (Jacksonville Area Sexual 

Minority Youth Network) - Jacksonville
• Stephen Fallon, Latinos Salud - Wilton Manors
• Vanessa Mills, Empower U – Miami
• John Dougherty, Metro Wellness and Community 

Centers – St Petersburg 
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National Gay Men ’s 
HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

September 27th

Testing Makes Us Stronger

Providing Support For



Preventing New HIV Infections Among Preventing New HIV Infections Among 
Gay Men In the United States: Gay Men In the United States: 
Exploring Health Equity & Stigma  Exploring Health Equity & Stigma  



About NASTAD

� The National Alliance of State and Territorial AIDS Directors 
(NASTAD) is a non-profit national association of state health 
department program directors who have programmatic 
responsibility for administering HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis 
healthcare, prevention, education, and supportive services 
programs funded by state and federal governments.



Key considerations 

� In providing TA to jurisdictions working with gay men, 
NASTAD focuses on these key considerations:

– The National HIV/AIDS Strategy 

– CDC’s High Impact Prevention Initiative 

– HD FOA – PS12-1201

– NASTAD’s Statement of Urgency: A Crisis Among Gay Men



National HIV/AIDS Strategy

President Obama committed to developing a National HIV/AIDS Strategy with 
three primary goals: 

�Reducing the number of people who become infected with HIV; 

�Increasing access to care and optimizing health outcomes for people living with 
HIV; and

�Reducing HIV-related health disparities. 

Gay and bisexual men:  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
gay men comprise approximately 2 percent of the U.S. population, but 53 percent of new 
infections. Among gay men, White gay men constitute the greatest number of new 
infections, but Black and Latino gay men are at disproportionate risk for infection;

Black men and women:  Black men and women represent only 13 percent of the 
population, but account for 46% of people living with HIV.47  Among Blacks, gay and 
bisexual men are at greatest risk for HIV infection followed by women, and heterosexual 
men.48  One study of five major cities found that nearly 50 percent of all Black gay and 
bisexual men were HIV-positive. Sixty-four percent of all women living with HIV/AIDS are 
Black.

.



CDC’s High Impact 
Prevention



The focus of NASTAD’s
Gay Men’s Portfolio 

� Encourage the implementation of structural level program and 
policy recommendations that promote health equity and 
reduces stigma among gay men; 

� Increase capacity and synergy of state and local health 
departments to better address the response to the HIV/AIDS and 
viral hepatitis crisis among gay men;

� Foster strategic partnerships with federal, state and community to 
better leverage resources and areas of expertise; and 

� Support implementation of scientifically-grounded and innovative 
programs that enhance the lives of gay men. 



Estimated Number and 
Percentage Engaged in HIV Care



Goal of Stigma Survey

� The goal of the survey was to assess stigma at the 
institution/community levels

– survey explores a broad range of types of stigma, 
including: 

1. stigma related to HIV/AIDS

2. stigma related to same-sex sexuality/homophobia

3. stigma related to gender performance/femininity 
(among MSM)

4. stigma related to race /racism

– Items in survey focus on institutional and community 
practices (i.e., as opposed to individual-level behaviors)



Development of the 
Stigma Survey

� Stigma survey items were developed by the NASTAD 
Policy & Health Equity team, with the input from 
consultants

– Focus group and interview data from NASTAD’s work 
with Black & Latino MSM was reviewed

– Related measures, including the Kessler (1999) stigma 
scale and Herek & Glunt (1995) internalized homophobia 
scale, were drawn upon

– Expert review and input

� The survey was piloted with two jurisdictions (n=56) 
during October 2011 to gauge response level and 
clarity of survey questions

– Survey was refined based on the pilot data



Survey Launch

� Launched on December 1, 2011 and closed on January 
31, 2012
– 1,314 respondents completed the survey
– 54 different states/territories represented in the survey
– 18 states had 25 or more respondents with completed 

surveys
� Alabama, California, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, 

Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New York, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Washington



Average Stigma Scores
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Findings – Sexual 
Orientation

� Differences among sexual orientation groups were 
observed for gender-, race/ethnicity-, and sexualit y-
based stigma, and overall perceived stigma

– Overall, sexual 
minority 
participants 
perceived more 
stigma than 
heterosexual 
participants 



Key Issues

� Shrinking resources and advancing conservative 
environments from all directions – impediment to progress.  
How do we effectively navigate the terrain?

� New CDC incidence estimates among young Black MSM must 
be a call to action to increase our response in this 
community.  What can we do better?

� The National HIV/AIDS Strategy and other major national 
policy efforts (the Affordable Care Act) are not necessarily 
translating.  How do we refine messaging and make 
this matter?



Key Issues

� What is the role of CBOs and health departments in a 
shifting landscape? How do we prepare our institutions?

� Work force and leadership development remains a challenge.  
How do we groom the next generation of leaders in 
public health?

� Prevention research is yielding progress in terms of new 
strategies. What is the right mix of behavioral and 
biomedical interventions in our work?



Isaiah Webster III
Manager, Prevention

202.434.8003
iwebster@NASTAD.org
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The HIV/AIDS epidemic among 
gay, bisexual and other MSM …

Florida ’s perspective …
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Number and Percentage of AIDS & HIV Cases 
among Adult Males, by Mode of Exposure, 2010
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PLWHA among MSM, by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2010

PLWHA among MSM, by 
Age at Diagnosis, 2010
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The HIV/AIDS epidemic among 
gay, bisexual and other MSM …

Florida ’s response …
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• Strategic Planning Coordinator
• MSM Funding Snap shot & Resource 

Inventory
• Regional MSM Coordinators
• Gay Men’s Workgroup
• Transgender Workgroup
• MSM Assessment
• DOH# 11-017 MSM & Transgender 

Prevention Program
• DOH# 12-006 High Impact Prevention 

(HIP)
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Social Media
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Community Awareness & Mobilization
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Community Awareness & Mobilization
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2012 Theme & Call To Action:
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OraQuick In Home Test Kit
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Miracle of Love, Inc. 

The Gathering Center
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Serving and Educating Our Communities

• Founded in 1991 by Lowell Stafford

•The mission of Miracle of Love, Inc. is to provide comprehensive, multicultural HIV/AIDS care, 

education and prevention services that are effective and responsive to the Central Florida 

community

• HIV Testing,  HIV Education, Housing Opportunities for People with HIV/AIDS, Project AIDS 

Care, Ryan White Case Management, and…

THE GATHERING CENTER

Miracle of Love, Inc.
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• Established in 2005 as a safe space drop-in center for 

Black Men who have Sex with Men

• Provide a fun, relaxing, and enjoyable space to meet 

people in the LGBT community

• Amenities such as computers with internet, TV lounge, 

social activities and events

The Gathering Center
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Through prevention education and 
social/community activities, the Gathering Center 
will reduce the rate of HIV/AIDS within the Central  

Florida lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
community over the upcoming years.

The Gathering Center Vision
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“Striving to empower the gay, lesbian, bisexual and  
transgender communities, by providing a safe space to 
educate individuals through fun, social and communi ty 

activities that encourage safer sex, build self-est eem and 
support individuals to reach their goals.”

The Gathering Center Mission
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� African-American MSM/Transgender

� Hispanic/Latino MSM/Transgender
� LGBT Youth Community (under 30)

� HIV Positive

� High-Risk Negative

The Gathering Center

Target Populations
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• Free HIV Testing

• Next S.T.E.P. (Support To Encourage Progress)- Comprehensive Risk & Counseling Services

• Project F.A.S.T. (Friends Associates Supporting Testing) -Social Network Strategy

• Free STD Screening (Syphilis, Gonorrhea, and Chlamydia  provided by DOH once a month)

• Career Development

• Social Group Discussions (M-Group, Real Talk, The Word, Entertainers Circle, etc.)

The Gathering Center Services
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PEER MENTOR
� The Peer Mentor works collaboratively with primary care and case management 

staff to identify newly diagnosed or lost to care consumers who can benefit from 

peer support.

� Support consumers in navigating the clinic system and community resources

� Engage consumers expected to start ARV regimens in an assessment of 

readiness for treatment, provide education on HIV medications, anticipated 

benefits/side effects and importance of adherence. Maintain accurate and 

current knowledge of HIV/AIDS disease information 

� Conduct a “Risk Assessment “ with all HIV positive clients

� Conduct HIV counseling, testing and linkage

The Gathering Center Services
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BACK-TO-SCHOOL

The Gathering Center Events
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COME OUT WITH PRIDE

The Gathering Center Events
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HALLOWEEN AWARENESS BALL

The Gathering Center Events
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MISS LOVE ORLANDO PAGEANT

The Gathering Center Events
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MONTHLY KICKBALL TOURNAMENT

The Gathering Center Events
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� 1310 W. Colonial Drive Orlando, FL  32804
� (407) 532-0070

� GatheringCenter Mol (facebook)
� GatherinCenter (twitter)

� miracleofloveinc@gmail.com

� Precshard Williams (Coordinator) 
pwilliams@miracleofloveinc.org

� Clifford Youngblood (Coordinator) 
cyoungblood@miracleofloveinc.org

The Gathering Center Contacts
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National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day 2012 

Support Webinar

September 25, 2012
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MISSION

To support and empower lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and 

questioning (LGBTQ) youth by creating safe space, providing youth 

development services and bringing people and resources together to 

promote diversity and human rights.
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JASMYN HISTORY

• Founded in 1993, Incorporated in 1994

• Support groups for LGBT youth started in public libraries

• HIV prevention programming since 1995

• Funded in 1998 by Florida Department of Health for comprehensive HIV 

prevention programs for LGBT youth

• Opened JASMYN House Drop-in Center in 1999; HIV testing in 2000 

• Launched STD Clinic in 2007 in partnership with UF Shands and the Duval 

County Health Department

• Provide HIV individual, group, community, and structural interventions

• PS10-1003 is first direct federal funding from CDC in August 2010
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Since 1994, JASMYN has been a 

safe haven for

� Youth looking for a supportive community

� Youth bullied by their peers

� Youth making a difference in their schools
•

� Youth suffering from isolation

� Youth developing into leaders

� Youth vulnerable to HIV/AIDS/STDs
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JASMYN Programs and Services

• HIV PREVENTION 

• SAFETY NET

• STUDENT SUPPORT 

SERVICES

• EDUCATION & 

ADVOCACY
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HIV Prevention
� Clinic

--- Provide STD testing for Chlamydia, gonorrhea, and syphilis

--- Practitioner collects specimens based on reported behaviors (i.e. anal sex=rectal swab)

--- JASMYN staff provides follow up with all positives for treatment

� HIV Counseling  and Testing

--- Rapid testing in coordination with clinic

--- OraSure during social events if possible

--- Internal referrals for risk counseling

� Prevention for Positives

--- Conduct Risk Screenings with HIV+ YMSM and their partners and refer as appropriate

--- Link YMSM with either a newly found or an existing HIV + status to medical and case management services

� Condom Distribution

--- Distribute Condoms in coordination with all of our programs, services, outreach activities, and special 
events as appropriate

--- Encourage YMSM and other youth to share condoms in the YMSM in their social networks 

--- Identify Distribution points over time in places where YMSM may access condoms more readily.
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HIV prevention (cont.)

� Drop-in Center 

---Offers supervised, loosely structured social opportunities for YMSM to participate in 

---Provides staff ample opportunities to outreach to new and existing youth to promote 

referrals to prevention and education related programs and services.  

Coming Soon in January 2013:

� Youth Panel Discussions

---Enable HIV infected youth to dialog with groups in the community

---Structural Intervention designed to get people thinking about things that need to change



51

HIV prevention (cont.)

Additional HIV Prevention Programs and Services:

� Connecting  Over Relationships (CORE)

---JASMYN is exploring the adaptation of the Healthy Relationships prevention intervention for young Black MSM 
through a series of focus groups.  

---JASMYN has had an increasing number of Black YMSM who are HIV positive, but until recently, they have not 
been disclosing their HIV status to each other.  Many youth in friendship groups have disclosed to our staff but 
not each other. 

� Roundtable Discussions

---JASMYN convenes groups of community leaders who serve or have influence over the lives of Black YMSM to 
raise their awareness on the impact of the HIV epidemic specifically on Black YMSM in the Jacksonville area.  

---This is a structural intervention designed to challenge leaders to address barriers in their spheres of influence 
and commit more fully to fight the epidemic. 

� Case Management

---Provide linkage and referral to other programs and services like housing, food, education, mental 
health/substance abuse and other needs not covered by the HIV linkage specialist.  

---Coordinate closely with the HIV linkage specialist to ensure comprehensive rap around service 
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HIV prevention (cont.)

Additional HIV Prevention Programs and Services:

� Street Smart

– Evidence – based Intervention for high risk homeless, runaway and LGBT youth

– Multi-session, skills-building program to increase safer sexual behaviors and reduce 

substance use

– Address social skills, assertiveness , identifying triggers, and reducing harmful behaviors

– Individual risk counseling and referral to JASMYN’s in-house STD clinic 

� Comprehensive Risk Counseling and Services (CRCS) 

– Public Health Strategy for high risk HIV positive and negative youth

– Intensive, ongoing, individualized risk reduction counseling 

– Service brokerage
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Target Populations and Risk Factors 

for HIV
Target Population  

• Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Questioning and other young men who have sex with men 
(YMSM), ages 13 – 23 

• High risk for HIV infection or transmission

• Primarily African American, white, and mixed race  

HIV / STD Risk Factors in Duval County 

• YMSM very high risk for HIV and STDs due to the prevalence of disease  

• In 2009, 9.22%  of the MSM tested were positive for HIV  

• At  JASMYN’s test site in 2009, the HIV positivity rate for Black YMSM was 10.8%  

• In 2010, 7.05%  of the MSM tested were positive for HIV   

• For 2010, 12.15%  of the Black YMSM tested (ages 13 – 29)  were positive for HIV

• Duval leads all Florida Counties in cases of Chlamydia in both 2009 and 2010  

• In 2010, 68.9% of all syphilis, gonorrhea and Chlamydia cases were with youth ages 15-24  
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Additional Risk Factors for YMSM

Additional Risk Factors for YMSM

• Many youth do not know HIV status

• Family rejection creates increased risk to HIV, violence, suicide

• Multiple conditions (STDs, mental health, substance abuse) magnify risks

• Unprotected sex, substance use, homelessness and engaging in survival sex, and 

sex with older partners

• Behavioral determinants:   low risk perception, low self- efficacy, limited 

knowledge of HIV, and conflicting social norms around testing and risk reduction

• Absence of comprehensive sex education

• Homophobia and heterosexism
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Safety Net

� Drop-In Center 

� Youth Development 
Programming

� Support Groups

� Food & Personal Hygiene 
Pantry

� Case Management, Linkage 
and Referrals

� Crisis Intervention
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STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

� Gay Straight Alliance Student Support

�Teaching Respect for All Conference

�Training and Consultation for Teachers

�Advocacy for Safe School Policies
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Education & Advocacy

� LGBT Corporate 

Roundtable

� Foster Care Consultation

� LGBT Diversity Trainings

� Community Roundtables 

on HIV
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GEOGRAPHY SERVED

Duval

Clay

Baker

Nassau

St. Johns

•Five counties in NE Florida 

•Duval County (Jacksonville) is largest 

city

•2010 Census Population 1,345,596 

•65.8% White and non-Hispanic

• 21.3% Black and non-Hispanic

• 6.9% Hispanic or Latino

•13.8% are teens and adolescents 

(ages 15-24)
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VENUES

• The JASMYN House

•LGBT Youth Center

•Comprehensive Youth Development 

and HIV Prevention Services

• Central location  - bus and auto 

friendly

•Cultural competency

• Outreach Locations

•Area high schools through Gay/Straight 

Alliances 

•Clubs, youth gatherings, community 

events, youth service agencies
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Service Integration/Collaboration

• JASMYN internal referrals for comprehensive services

• All staff members are cross trained

• Partnership with DCHD for STD Clinic

• Collaborations for outreach, recruitment, referrals, and services with 

youth serving agencies, Ryan White network, members of the Emergency 

Services and Homeless Coalition, Foster Care, and the public schools

• MOU Project to document collaborations and identify “barrier busters” to 

facilitate services for LGBT Youth and other YMSM 
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Contact JASMYN

Dan Merkan, Director of Evaluation 

& Technology 

Website: www.jasmyn.org

E-mail: jasmyn@jasmyn.org

Phone (904) 389-3857

PO BOX 380103 

Jacksonville, FL 32205
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Agency Mission

• “Latinos Salud exists to 

provide client-centered, 

culturally competent health 

education and integrated 

preventive health services 

to Broward County, FL’s 

Latino residents in order to 

reduce the burden of 

communicable diseases.”
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Community Overview

� Broward County ranks 2nd in the 
nation in its rate of new AIDS 
diagnoses, and 2nd in its rate of 
new HIV infections.

� 24.6% of Broward is Latino (up 
from 16.7% in 2000)

� Lack of Latino-MSM specific HIV 
prevention venues, and highly 
sexualized gay vacation 
destination, led to a 185% � in 
new HIV cases over 6 years.
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Connected to the Community
• Hotspots, Genre Latino, Florida Agenda,

Adam4Adam, Facebook, craigslist, Twitter 

Agency Website: www.latinossalud.org
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Agency Overview

� Founded in 2008 to 
address an urgent gap in 
local prevention services 
for gay / bi Latinos.

� SOMOS (means “We are!) 
Mpowerment serves 
Latino MSM ages 18 – 30. 

� JUNTOS (means 
“Together”) Popular 
Opinion Leader program 
& CRCS serves to age 44.
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Agency Overview

� New in 2012: HIV rapid 
testing.  So far, 6.6% 
seropositivity rate.

� Free, Safe & Proud! 
partners with gay 
businesses bringing 
condoms and safer sex 
info both in bulk and in 
blitzes.
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Social Media for NGMHAD

1. Local MSM and supporters 
recruited from venues.

2. Agree to model wearing 
custom-themed tee shirt, 
and posing with condom.

3. Each agree to use new 
photo as their profile 
picture on September 
27th.
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Agency Contact Info

2330 Wilton Drive

Wilton Manors, FL 33305

(954) 765-6239 JUNTOS  

(954) 533-8681 SOMOS

www.latinossalud.org

Rafaelé Narváez

Director of Health Programs

info@latinossalud.org
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Florida Department of Health # 11Florida Department of Health # 11--017017

September 2012 DOH # 11-017

Men Who Have Sex With

Men (MSM) and Transgender

Prevention Program
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Agency HistoryAgency History
EU is a nonprofit, 501(c)3, community based 

organization founded in 1999 by two women living with 
HIV/AIDS.   EU is one of the first African-American peer-
modeled community based service organizations founded 
and managed by people living with HIV/AIDS in Miami-
Dade County, in an effort to address health disparities in 
communities of color.  

The organization, located in the Liberty City area, 
utilizes an indigenous staff model to engage those living in 
the area who are HIV-positive and unaware of their status 
or aware of their status but not receiving care. 

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Agency MissionAgency Mission

The mission of EU is to empower, educate, 
and promote better health care choices for 
individuals and families infected with, at risk for 
and/or affected by health disparities, particularly, 
but not limited to, HIV/AIDS spectrum disease. 

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Agency VisionAgency Vision
When EU accomplishes its mission, all 

populations affected by health disparities 
including, but not limited to HIV/AIDS, will have 
equitable access to care and thus live longer, 
healthier lives and health disparities will be 
eliminated, including the eradication of 
HIV/AIDS.

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Agency Services Agency Services 
Empower U provides :

� HIV and STD screening

� Outreach

� Medical Case Management & Peer Support

� Linkage to Care

� HOPWA  housing 

� HIV prevention
� Mpowerment for MSM

� CRCS for positives and high risk negatives

� WILLOW for HIV positive women

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Target PopulationTarget Population
The target population for DOH 11-017 is 

Black/African American men who have sex with 
men (MSM) and transgender persons including 
their sex partner’s regardless of race or ethnicity 
who reside in or frequent the Liberty City 
community in Miami.   This is a subpopulation of 
EU overall target population.

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Intervention Locations and TimesIntervention Locations and Times
EU uses a mobile van to travel to specific venues in the 

Liberty City area between midnight and 8 AM to look 
for persons from the target population.

The van also stops and parks at venues frequented by 
MSM and transgender persons and their partners.  
Venues include:

� Gay bars

� Night Clubs

� Street corners/corridors where sex is traded 

� Adult Book Stores

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Program Activities DOH # 11Program Activities DOH # 11--017017
� HIV Counseling and Testing

� Linkage to Medical Care

� Mobile Outreach 

� Condom Distribution

� High Impact Prevention Referrals e.g., 
Comprehensive Risk Reduction Counseling Services 
(CRCS) and Mpowerment 

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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HIV Counseling & TestingHIV Counseling & Testing
� Testing is done on the mobile van in and around 

Liberty City.

� Our target number for the fiscal year (July 2012 – June 
2013) is 180.

� The current number of persons tested by the end of 
August 2012 is 36

� Number of persons tested positive – 4: 

� Newly diagnosed – 4

� Seropositivity Rate – 11%

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Mobile OutreachMobile Outreach
� The outreach team targets the high risk population at 

MSM venues in Liberty City with the purpose of :

� Educating people on HIV and risk factors

� Distributing condoms, safe sex kits & literature

� Encouraging individuals to be tested

� Our target number for the fiscal year (July 2012 – June 
2013) is 180.

� The current number of persons encountered by the 
end of August 2012 is 287.

September 2012 DOH # 11-017



80September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Condom DistributionCondom Distribution

� Individuals are given a choice of different types of 
condoms.

� Progress: On target to meet contract deliverable

� The target number of condoms to be distributed to 
MSM and Transgenders during the fiscal year is 
20,000

� The current number of condoms distributed by the 
end of August 2012 is 3,541 

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Comprehensive Risk Reduction Comprehensive Risk Reduction 

Counseling Services (CRCS)Counseling Services (CRCS)

� Our target number for the fiscal year (July 2012 – June 
2013) is 25 MSM/ transgender clients who complete at 
least four sessions.

� The current number of people enrolled by the end of 
August 2012 is 3.

� All the clients currently enrolled have developed their 
prevention plans.

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Linkage to Medical CareLinkage to Medical Care
� Target :- 80 % of HIV positive clients will have follow 

up.

� Current Status:- 100% of clients had follow up.

� Two clients have been linked to HIV medical care.  

� Two clients are in the process of being linked to care.

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Contact InformationContact Information
Empower U, Inc
8309 NW 22nd Ave, Miami, FL, 33147
PH # 786-318-2337  .  Fax # 786-318-2339

Vanessa Mills, LPN, BSN, MPH
Executive Director
Email:   VMills@empower-u-miami.org

Ruth Weber, MA
Program Evaluation & Monitoring
Email:  RWeber@empower-u-miami.org

Resha Mehta
Research Associate
Email:  Rmehta@empower-u-miami.org

September 2012 DOH # 11-017
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Metro Wellness and Community Centers was first recognized as an AIDS 
service organization in 1992, after years of serving as the charitable arm of 
King of Peace Metropolitan Community Church in St. Petersburg. Now, 
Metro Wellness and Community Centers is a comprehensive social service 
organization serving the needs of the HIV-infected, LGBTQ community, and 
other at-risk social groups in four counties. Being attentive to our clients’
whole being we have programs to treat body, soul, and mind. With services 
like medical case management, prevention programs focused on HIV
infection and substance abuse, mental health counseling, social groups, yoga, 
meditation, and more Metro Wellness and Community Centers has got you 
covered.



86Tampa Bay has an Issue…

As of 2006 there were 4,001 MSM’s in Tampa Bay living 
with HIV/AIDs, making male on male sexual activity the 
largest risk behavior for 
HIV infection in the 
area.

This makes Tampa Bay 
responsible for  slightly more 
than 15% of all infected  MSMs
In Florida.



87Metro is fighting back!

In response to this growing crisis the DOH and CDC have rallied 
support across the nation to stem the tide of HIV infection in the 
MSM community. 

Here, in Tampa Bay, that rallying call has 
been heard by Metro Wellness and 
Community Centers.

The City MIX project is a presence 
in Tampa Bay meant to create 
dialogue and sustainable change in 
the way MSMs view sex and 
condom use.



88Let’s talk about SEX!

Most MSMs have already had exposure to safer sex messaging, 
but those messages seem to have a fleeting impact on the MSM 
community. Especially with younger MSMs who haven’t had 
the experiences older generations have had when it comes to the 
AIDS crisis of the 80’s and 90’s.

So the time has come to change the way we talk 
about these issues. Messaging made to scare men 
into using condoms is not working and in an age 
where people living with HIV can have complete 
and active lives it can even seem ingenuous to 
certain guys. So Metro is stopping the scare 
tactics and is addressing HIV prevention for 
MSMs in a sex positive manner!



89Safe sex is GREAT sex!

Removing the stigma around safer sex, HIV, condoms, and 
MSMs is a giant task. Social stigma has been a barrier for HIV  
prevention in the MSM community for a longtime, but with a 
refocus on the positive attributes of sex with safety in mind we
can empower MSMs to make health decisions for themselves.

So often the only time MSMs receive 
prevention messages is when they are 
already in the process of getting an 
HIV test. Depending on the result it 
could be too late or men are scared 
into abstinence, only to ‘slip up’ and 
have an incidentof unprotected sex.

City MIX is attempting to break this cycle by 
providing safer sex messaging in a casual 
social environment that tells men, “Sex isn’t 
the issue. Not planning ahead to protect 
yourself is!”
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Questions & Answers?

Discussion …
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Thank you for participating in 
today ’s webinar!

Please complete our webinar poll.


