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	Member Name:
	Voting Status:
	Attendance:

	John Bixler, EMS Section Administrator
	Non-Voting
	Present

	Charles E. Moreland, Ed.D., Chair 
	Voting
	Present

	Daniel Griffin, EMS Educator, Vice Chair
	Voting
	Present

	Chief Darrel Donatto, EMS Administrator (Fire)
	Voting
	Present

	Michael Lozano, M.D., Physician
	Voting
	Present

	Doris Ballard-Ferguson, Ph.D., Lay Elderly
	Voting
	Present

	Jane Bedford, Paramedic (Non-Fire)
	Voting
	Present

	Sheila Bradt, Emergency Nurse
	Voting
	Not present

	Alan Skavroneck, Commercial Ambulance Operator
	Voting
	Present

	Isabel Rodriguez, EMT (Non-Fire)
	Voting
	Present

	Orly Stolts, EMT (Fire)
	Voting
	Present

	Danita Allen, Hospital Administrator
	Voting
	Present

	Tracy Yacobellis, Department of Education
	Non-Voting
	Present

	Charles Hagan, III, Office of the Governor, 
Emergency Management
	Non-Voting
	Not present

	Captain Timothy J. Roufa, Department of Highway Safety & Motor Vehicles
	Non-Voting
	Present

	Preston Bowlin, Department of Financial Services
	Non-Voting
	Present

	Trenda McPherson, Department of Transportation
	Non-Voting
	Not present

	Carlton Wells, Department of Management Services
	Non-Voting
	Present

	Joe Nelson, D.O., State EMS Medical Director
	Non-Voting
	Present

	Julie Bacon, EMSC Liaison
	Non-Voting
	Present


Note: A verbatim transcript of the entire meeting is available for review at the Bureau of Emergency Medical Oversight, EMS Section.
Call to Order

Chair Moreland called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

A roll call was conducted and a total of ten voting members were present; therefore, a quorum was met.

Mr. Bixler then welcomed Bari Conte, as the new Air Ambulance Operator member, to the EMS Advisory Council (EMSAC). Bari appointed the previous day by the State Surgeon General and Secretary of Health, Dr. John Armstrong. Angela Alban was also appointed the previous day as Lay Person.
EMS Section Report:
John Bixler then extended thanks to the State Surgeon General and Secretary of Health for appointing five new members to the EMSAC. He then welcomed the following members:

· Isabel Rodriguez, Operations Manager, American Medical Response (AMR)
· Danita Allen, Hospital Administrator, South Florida Baptist Hospital
· Orly Stolts, Chief, North Naples Fire Rescue and Rescue District
· Bari Conte, Site Surveyor, Commission on Accreditation for Medical Transport Systems (CAMTS)
· Angela Alban, President and CEO of SIMETRI, Inc.

Mr. Bixler stated there are two remaining vacancies on the council: Physician and EMS Administrator Non-Fire (recently vacant due to the retirement of Tom Quillin, effective June 30, 2015). The Bureau of Emergency Medical Oversight (BEMO) is soliciting nominations for both vacancies. Letters of nominations may be emailed to Bethany Lowe (Bethany.Lowe@flhealth.gov) or to Mr. Bixler (John.Bixler@flhealth.gov).  

Medical Director’s Report

Dr. Nelson stated that the medical directors met the previous Wednesday. He reported on the intubation rodeo that was held last May in the Nature Coast EMS region. It was a valuable event for EMS education. The medical directors voted to financially support it again.
Discussions began on the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) trauma triage criteria and how they might approach educating our EMS personnel. Transport parameters would be designed around that criteria, should rule changing go into effect.

Dr. Nelson then reported on a drug that is new to parts of Florida. It is a heroin derivative that is extremely potent. Manatee County EMS handled so many cases of this over the Fourth of July holiday that $4,800 worth of Narcan was used to antidote this particular substance. With one vial of Narcan costing $84, it is important to be on guard.

Another new drug that is becoming popular is Flaaka, a very potent hallucinogen that is related to bath salts. It is challenging to treat because it does not respond to Narcan. The medical directors need to ensure our EMS providers are equipped with appropriate protocols and knowledge to handle these types of new drugs. Dr. Nelson stated that he made other medical directors aware that the Broward Medical Director’s Association created a training video that is freely available on their website. It is an excellent training video that can help educate providers on treatment options that are reasonably effective against Flaaka.
Chief Donatto stated that as part of the EMSAC Charter, we have also said we need to improve communications with the EMS providers. One of the things we are recommending in the Charter is that we institute something that accomplishes what FLEMScomm did. He encourages the state EMS office to take action on this item.

Dr. Nelson then stated that the medical directors undertook an endeavor to update the state stroke alert model form that has been available on the Department of Health’s (DOH) website. As stroke care evolves, an opportunity presents itself to improve and update this form. The medical directors plan to update the form and supply it to the DOH with their recommendations. 
The medical directors voted to create an updated web page on their website to allow for searchable protocols. They can post their model clinical guidelines on the new web page and medical directors could research a particular topic.

Dr. Brian McNally from Atlanta attended the Medical Director’s meeting. He is in charge of the Cardiac Arrest Registry to Enhance Survival (CARES), the largest registry tracking cardiac arrest in the world. It produces some extremely valuable data regarding cardiac arrest. The medical directors and Dr. McNally discussed the potential for Florida to contribute to the CARES registry as a state.
The medical directors also discussed the OnStar crash data system. This system transmits data from motor vehicles collisions, and that data is available to communication centers and to EMS agencies, to help discern whether a crash is serious enough to warrant additional resources.

Dr. Lozano then provided a follow-up to CARES data—it was initially started up by the CDC in an effort to provide data back to agencies, hospitals and communities on how well they were doing with their cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) efforts and chances of survival.

CARES has subsequently changed, around 2012, when CDC funding was diminished. They were able to get public/private sector funding for that. Next year, they are moving to a subscription model because of financial constraints. 
The medical directors requested the DOH to consider whether the state should take up the subscription for CARES. There are currently two agencies that are currently bearing the costs and ultimately would bear the costs under individual subscription. 

Dr. Lozano stated that if we go to a statewide feed, the fee would be $15,000. Then all agencies in Florida would be able to benefit from it without incurring additional upfront subscription costs to them. There would be some personnel costs, but the value would be in getting data on how efficient your system is performing and would provide data in Florida that is consistent with national reporting data on cardiac arrests. 

Mr. Bixler stated that a request for grant funding would be appropriate for the $15,000 fee. Chief Donatto added that this would be well aligned with the EMSAC Charter and the council’s efforts to create benchmarking and partnerships.
In addition to terms of funding, the American Heart Association (AHA) recently announced their commitment to up to $5 million towards helping agencies obtaining data on cardiac arrests—that is $1 million per year. There is an opportunity that a small amount like that could be funded through the AHA, especially given the potential enormity of the data that could come from this.

Next, Dr. Nelson reported that the medical directors will update their website with protocols/guidelines and make it accessible to medical directors in Florida so that clinical practices are as up-to-date as possible.
Mr. Bixler then stated that he would encourage the medical directors to partner with the Florida Association of EMS Medical Directors. Those who are not really need to get on board with knowing where information—such as training videos—is available and don’t really expect the state to find every piece of information. 

Chair Moreland then asked if we are receiving enough coverage from the medical directors throughout the state through participation in the medical director’s meeting. If not, how do we improve the attendance for that meeting?
Dr. Nelson responded that the attendance to yesterday’s meeting was the best the medical directors have had in a year. He has observed that attendance has been increasing over the past couple of years. An attendance roster and accurate records on membership is maintained. Membership numbers have decreased and this concern has been discussed with Beth Brunner. The medical directors are working on resolving the issue of membership loss.
Chair Moreland then stated that the medical director engagement is extremely important to the health of every EMS organization in Florida. Attendance to these meetings is essential.

Council Member Reports

Darrel Donatto, Florida Fire Chief’s Association (FFCA)

Chief Donatto stated on behalf of the FFCA, their most significant issue is the potential for a change order that was issued by the United States General Services Administration (GSA) will have a negative fiscal impact as well as operational impact of fire service—specifically related to ambulance design standards. The state of Florida has a statute, 401.35, as well as rule 64J-1.007, Florida Administrative Code, that requires ambulances to meet the most current version, which is a 2007.
The GSA periodically produces change orders for their purchasing requirements and the FFCA is awaiting feedback on how the DOH interprets these requirements. The FFCA will be pursuing rule making on this issue because the potential impact is very significant. It could cost over $40,000 per ambulance purchased for a single change that really was not vetted well throughout the state.  The FFCA will continue to work on this issue to reduce the negative impact of prescriptive lists within the rules.
Chief Donatto then stated that there was a recent rule development workshop that was ran extremely well by the DOH. He commended the state office on their openness by allowing participation over teleconference. 

Chief Donatto then reported on the significance of the recent combined firefighter curriculum. He commended the progress achieved by the DOH, the state fire marshall’s office and the Florida Department of Education. This new framework will help emergency medical technician (EMT) and fire service by combining these curriculums and allowing access to federal grant funds for those interested in this profession.

Next, Chief Donatto stated that House Bill 751 was recently passed by the Florida Legislature and signed by the Governor. It essentially allows narcotic antagonists to be provided to family members in their homes as well as be administered by first responders. This means Basic Life Support (BLS) fire engines will now be able to carry Narcan. In response to opiate overdoses, they in addition to law enforcement agencies will be able to enact care quicker. 

Lastly, the FFCA’s Development Conference will take place on July 17-21, 2015 in Naples. FFCA’s new president, Gary Ballard will be there, as well as Dan Azzariti as the first vice-president. 

Chair Moreland and Mr. Bixler then extended thanks to Chief Donatto for his efforts and work in the joint curriculum framework process.

Tracy Yacobellis, Department of Education (DOE)
Ms. Yacobellis stated that the EMS program curriculum frameworks are being reviewed this year by the EMS curriculum committee, which consists of 50 percent educators from both technical centers and colleges and 50 percent of the EMS industry representatives. The EMT and paramedic curriculum is being updated to the national standards for EMS education as well as addition specific for Florida EMS. 
The curriculum committee has proposed an increase in time for the EMT program beyond the minimum of 250 hours set in rule. The need for this change is largely due to the transition to the new national EMS standards for EMT that have introduced additional content and skills that require more time to teach and lecture, as well as field experience. To change to length in the public EMT program, the increase would need to be first reflected in the BEMO’s rules for EMT programs. This is due to an internal policy that the program length reflects the minimum set in the rule. A survey was sent out to all the EMT program directors seeking feedback for additional time in EMT programs. The majority of the program directors (80 percent) are in favor of an increase for the minimum time, with an average recommendation that it be increased to 280 hours. This information was submitted to the DOH for review while considering an increase of the minimum time required for EMTs. 
In addition, the health care course, basic health care worker is proposed to be eliminated from both EMT and paramedic programs. All of the changes for these programs will be for the 2016-2017 school year. 

Ms. Yacobellis then reported that the EMT/firefighter combined program has been approved by the Commissioner of Education and available for use in the school year 2015-2016. A memo was sent from Chancellor Duckworth to the Florida state colleges and district technical centers on July 2, 2015 informing them of this new offering and its purpose. Any state college or technical center who would like to offer this new program has the ability to do so and does not need to make a special application to the DOE. However, to offer the fire portion of the program, they will need to be approved by the state fire marshal’s office. Likewise, to offer the EMT portion, they will need approval from the DOH. 

The framework is available for review on the DOE website. The program is 648 hours in length, is comprised of four courses, and contains two occupational completion points. 

Bari Conte, Florida Medical Association (FMA)
Ms. Conte stated that the FMA is looking to combine its transport groups for a more robust constituent group.
Ms. Conte then stated that Gerry Pagano recently reported that drones are now allowed to operate at or below 500 feet and they can only operate during the daytime. If there are any sightings of drones operating above 500 feet, they must be reported to the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), the local police and local law enforcement agency.
Timothy Roufa, Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (DHSMV)
Captain Roufa announced the DHSMV recently registered ten million people for the emergency contact system, which was started in 2006. That has averaged more than one million people per year registered. This system allows law enforcement to notify significant people in the event of an emergency or fatality
Captain Roufa then reported on the first inaugural youth leadership academy that was recently launched at the Florida Highway Patrol Academy in Havana. This week long program focuses on driving and firearm safety. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission will also present on hunting and boating safetys first aid procedures, and ethics for youth. The DHSMV plans to extend the program next year by partnering with the American Legion.
Preston Bowlin, Department of Financial Services
Mr. Bowlin reported that he will meet with Embry-Riddle University Aeronautical, the State Fire Marshal’s Office and the Florida State Fire College to host an upcoming seminar on the drones. The FAA will soon require fire departments and law enforcement agencies to become certified to use drones. Operators will also be required to have a license. Drones will be an advantage to those working in public safety, especially for search and rescue.
Danny Griffin, Florida Association of EMS Educators (FAEMSE)

Danny Griffin reported that the FAEMSE is in the final process of finalizing the EMS education agenda for the future. The last process they are dealing with in the state of Florida is the implementation of the National Registry of Emergency Medical Technicians (NREMT) paramedic exam. 

Mr. Griffin along with Tre Rodriguez, executive director of the NREMT, conducted a statewide tour of five cities in five days. The educators partnered with EMTs to make sure each region was visited in order to bring stakeholders, educators and other interested parties together to discuss how this exam would be implemented in Florida.

Mr. Rodriguez then stated that the NREMT and the National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO) will conduct an EMS fellows education training day each December. The focus is for the future medical director, high level licensing, delegation to testing a station’s competency and quality assurance process. Last year 22 fellows were sponsored. If there’s an interest for your EMS fellow, please contact Mr. Rodriguez.

Ad Hoc Committee Reports
Danny Griffin, Educators Committee
Mr. Griffin reported that the educators discussed the use of the NRAT assessment exam beginning in January 2016, which is the written version. The NRAT assessment exam will start in January 2017 which will give students not only a national registry certification but will also allow them to apply for the State of Florida certification as well.

Mr. Griffin then recognized John Todaro as the new president of the National EMS Educators Association (NEMSEA). John is also the program chair for the NEMSEA.

Mr. Griffin then mentioned that Chad McIntyre is a representative on the National EMS Advisory Council and resides in Jacksonville, FL. The state of Florida has representation on the council that operates with the federal government in Washington, DC.

Lastly, Mr. Griffin reported that the educators have been able to train about 2,000 people in Florida on the “Friday Night Lights Out” pediatric concussion project. If you have a need in your area for Mr. Griffin to conduct a train the trainer, please let him know. Free “Friday Night Lights Out” DVDs are available for distribution.
Medical Care Committee

Dr. Nelson reported that the committee discussed OnStar and FloridaNet. The committee also discussed the CDC trauma triage scheme. One of his concerns was that it is not detailed enough in terms of pediatric trauma triage. He stated that some of the existing pediatric trauma triage criteria needs to be preserved. Assuming the new rule goes through, Florida will be using this CDC criteria for the statewide trauma system in the near future.

The committee also discussed Recognition of EMS Personnel Licensure Interstate Compact (REPLICA). If you have taken the national registry examination—and it’s your license examination—and you are a licensed EMT or paramedic in the state of Florida, this allows you to go into other states and practice under that license in certain circumstances. Three or four states have already ratified it. This is the first year it’s been circulated to all the states. 
Dr. Nelson recommended that Dia Gainor, executive director for NASEMSO, attend the next face-to-face meeting in January to present on REPLICA and answer any questions the chiefs might have. 

PIER Committee

Cory Richter reported that the PIER committee met yesterday and acknowledged Lisa VanderWerf-Hourigan’s retirement from the Department of Health’s Injury Prevention Section (IPS). He wished her well. She will be dearly missed. 
The IPS will have a visit from the National State Technical Assessment Team in August. This injury prevention assessment will hopefully help steer PIER in the right direction.

September 23 is Older Adult Fall Prevention Awareness Day, and the theme this year is “Take a Stand to Prevent a Fall.” PIER is encouraging agencies to do fall prevention awareness activities in the month of September.

The committee is also working with the bicycle/pedestrian group to look at common injuries for bicycles and to do a training program based on those common injuries.
Dr. Nelson stated that while at the EMS for Children (EMSC) committee meeting, in light of recent pediatric deaths in cars, he learned about an ongoing project that uses thermometers that stick to the window of cars so you can see how fast the temperature is rising. The project also features an arm band for parents to put on their arms to remind them that a child is in the car with them. Initiatives such as these will help reduce accidental deaths of children left in hot cars.
Legislative Committee
Alan Skavroneck stated there were 50 participants present at yesterday’s meeting. A recap of the 2015 session was provided. Of the 17 bills being tracked, only four passed. Two bills that were not passed, Telehealth and health insurance coverage for emergency services (the balance billing bill), are expected to make a return in next year’s session that begins in January 2016.
Leah Colston, Bureau Chief of Emergency Medical Oversight, addressed the committee about potential changes to 411 in an effort to keep pace with the ongoing changes within the industry and the needs of the providers. The committee was asked to take the lead in working with constituent groups’ stakeholders to identify these areas and provide proposed revised language for submission to the BEMO in advance of legislative committee meetings scheduled for this September. 
Mr. Skavroneck stated that the immediate priority involves modifications to the current vehicle specifications. As the committee moves forward on this process, updates will be provided to the EMSAC.

In Florida, Medicaid managed care is now in its fourteenth month since the transition of May 1, 2014. Many providers are still experiencing difficulties in getting paid for transports, out-of-county mileage reimbursements, as well as crossover payments. Providers are still encouraged to file complaints when these matters occur.

Lastly, Mr. Skavroneck reminded the council that next year’s 60-day legislative session will begin early, on January 20, 2016.

Data Committee

Steve McCoy stated that the current performance measures for EMSTARS-CDX must be reviewed and updated so that they are useful to those submitting data. Also, the committee is aiming to make data more accessible through the data sharing agreement. They are working on a process to partner with major universities and larger organizations so that people may accurately use the data in a valid way to improve and reduce morbidity. 
Currently, EMSTARS contains over 13 million records. The number of providers has increased from 151 to 163. We have the ability at the state level to take in EMSARS 3.0 files now. There have not been any new data submissions yet, but hopefully that will starting coming in within the next several months. 

Next, Mr. McCoy reminded the attendees to ensure their software vendors are compliant. If you have any vendor questions, please feel free to ask Steve. 
Access to Care Committee

Jane Bedford reported that the Florida Council of EMS Chiefs met and reported on the status of the bills that potentially could affect EMS. Year extension to the balancing billing proposed bill that failed this past session but will be represented again this session. It is a significant issue to EMS services and that everyone locally should communicate to the representatives about this bill.
Kendra Siler-Marsiglio presented MyHealthStory Health Information Exchange (HIE) and the community MyHealthStory improves Access to Care by allowing the patient’s health care provider and caretakers to have the patient’s health data. Health care providers can begin to connect to the Florida HIE through MyHealthStory. Paramedic programs and agencies can contact Kendra to explore how they can use MyHealthStory to improve closing the feedback loop and improving patient care.

The community health IT consortium is an official consortium for federal programs that allows eligible agencies and facilities up to 65 percent reimbursement for broadband and telecom costs. Organizations can use the reimburse forms for any needs. Agencies can contact Kendra to begin the process.
Disaster Response Committee

Dr. Lozano reported that Jay Bronson, commander of State Medical Response Team (SMRT) team one, provided a nice overview of the changes to the state medical response system and how it is becoming more nimble and modular. They can submit his presentation as an attachment. Basically, when a Smart Team was initiated, it was a single unit of 53-55 people with a package attached. These units have transformed to the point where now it can be ordered up from a single strike team with four individuals in a truck up until the full team so that when requesting agencies go through the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) and receive a tasking number, their response can match the mission.

Bobby Mills from the Bureau of Preparedness and Response gave an overview to develop a health response mission-ready packages. Having them cataloged voluntarily and available so that in the case of an emergency, the EOC can reach out and ask if they were available for a particular mission or not. This is an ongoing process that Mr. Mills has been doing for the past year and will continue to work on.

Dr. Bradly Elias provided an update on the current hurricane exercise and also commended on the SMRT’s work. 

Chief Robert Downey also informed the committee that the documents that were orphaned in the revision of the BEMO’s website have been collected and posted on the FFCA’s website. Dr. Lozano expressed his appreciation to the FFCA for providing a centralized depository for the State Emergency Response Plan. 

Dr. Lozano then reported that the committee discussed the Sort, Assess, Lifesaving, Intervention, Treatment and Transport (SALTT) mass casualty triage. This is an alternative approach to mass casualty triage as opposed to what we are currently trained on and what is ambiguously used throughout the state of Florida. A recent white paper discussion on SALTT was distributed to the committee. The consensus of the committee was that there is not overwhelming evidence of the need to move forward in this direction. 

Communication Committee

Carlton Wells reported on the draft Request for Proposal (RFP) for FirstNet by mentioning a brochure that the Department of Homeland Security published in May 2014 titled, “Public Safety Communications Evolution.” It states that in the near future, wireless broadband will complement land mobile radio, or LMR, not replace it. Investments in LMR will continue to be necessary now and well into the future. Public safety is using commercial broadband services today for many data applications. Also, broadband may be able to support mission critical voice in the future.

The committee also discussed the EMS Communications Plan, Volume 1. It is being proposed as a final draft for the Department of Management Services (DMS) to approve for finalization and posting on the DMS website. 

Final rule making by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) created 700 megahertz deployable trumping channels. These are the same channels nationwide, so the 700 megahertz air ground channels are integrated into Florida’s 700 megahertz Region 9 plan and this 700 megahertz interoperability channel plan. 

Revision of the current nationwide channel netting standard is being proposed. One change is adding a common name for the search and rescue channel.
EMS for Children (EMSC) Committee

Julie Bacon stated that nominations are now being accepted for several vacant positions on the EMSC committee. Please send your nominations to Bonnie Anderson: Bonnie.Anderson@flhealth.gov. 
Ms. Bacon reported that Dr. Phyllis Hendry had submitted an abstract to the Society of Academic Emergency Medicine titled, “The Epidemiology of Pediatric Emergency Medical Services Encounters and Cardiac Arrests Utilizing Incident Level Data from Florida’s EMSTARS Over the Past Five Years.” It is the first time that pediatric incident level data has been accepted in the national conference. 

Ms. Bacon then stated that the EMSC committee is hosting a tour in North Florida featuring a pediatric pig lab. This trauma education tour sold out in less than two weeks. Procedure-based education is very successful, not only in the interest but in the retention. EMSC is looking to mimic Ms. Bedford’s intubation rodeo with a pediatric hands-on rodeo over the next year.
Next, Ms. Bacon stated there were products that were presented by Chad McIntyre from Jacksonville TraumaOne that protect children from hypothermic death in vehicles. These educational pieces will help parents realize how quickly temperatures rise in cars and to reduce hypothermic deaths in vehicles. If your agency has any prevention or education program of this nature, please let Julie know.
New Business

Chair Moreland stated that there are challenges with the state EMS website in terms of locating updated information, protocols, required forms, etc. The FFCA’s website is housing documents that are really state-driven documents that should be located on the EMS website. 

Chief Colston then stated that she would make a commitment to the council that the state office will work to improve the EMS website. The intent is to make sure each constituent group has its own designated area to post agendas, minutes, information, etc. 
Chair Moreland encouraged each committee and constituent group to provide current agendas and minutes to be posted on the website. Dr. Ballard-Ferguson volunteered to work with Bethany to ensure each group reports their information remains consistent. The council then decided that each group must submit their meeting agendas and minutes within 30 days of the EMSAC meeting for posting on the EMS website.
Next, Chair Moreland then welcomed the new members to the EMSAC. He introduced Isabel Rodriguez, who was recently appointed to the EMT Non-Fire position. Ms. Rodriguez is the operations manager at AMR. She stated she is looking forward to participating in the EMSAC and representing South Miami. 
Chair Moreland introduced Danita Allen, the EMSAC’s new Hospital Administrator. Ms. Allen stated she has started her career in EMS 30 years ago as an Emergency Room (ER) nurse, then earned her paramedic certificate and became a flight nurse for the Level I trauma center. She eventually became the director of an ER. She stated it is an honor to be a part of the EMSAC and looks forward to the continued success of Florida’s EMS system.
Chair Moreland then welcome Orly Stolts, the EMSAC’s new EMT Fire member. Chief Stolts thanked the State Surgeon General and Secretary of Health, Dr. Armstrong, for his appointment to the EMSAC. Chief Stolts stated he has lived in Florida for 28 years and is the current fire chief of North Collier Fire Control and Rescue District in Collier County.

Next, Chair Moreland introduced Bari Conte, who was appointed to the Air Ambulance Operator position the previous day. Ms. Conte stated that she is currently a nurse practitioner with a Master’s degree in nursing education and leadership. She has been in the air medical field for 17 years. She has done liaison work in setting up new programs for neonatal/pediatric intensive care unit transport specialty teams. She also has recently began working for CAMTS, an accreditation for the air medical transport.
Mr. Bixler then stated that Angela Alban was appointed as the EMSAC’s Lay Person the previous day and was not able to attend today’s meeting due to short notice.

Chair Moreland then stated that that assignments must be made for the EMSAC’s committees. By the next mid-quarter conference call, he will have assignments for some members—especially for the new members of the council. He invited the new members to review the EMSAC Bylaws and learn more about the committees. Choose two or three that interest you. Chair Moreland stated that the Data and the Strategic Visions committees are two particular groups that need assignees. If you are interested in serving on a committee, let Bethany know by email: Bethany.Lowe@flhealth.gov. 
Next, Alan Skavroneck discussed the upcoming vacancies for the term-limited members. He stated that he is on his last year of his second term. Since reappointments cannot be made, there should be some sort of succession planning in place for the upcoming years. There will be four expired seats in 2016 and two more in 2017.  So a good succession plan must be in place to prepare for the upcoming vacancies. 
Danny Griffin then stated that it is important for members to attend the meetings. If you are not able to attend a meeting, let Bethany know ahead of time and she will notify Chair Moreland.

Chair Moreland stated that the Strategic Visions committee needs a chair. It was managed by two great people we have a lot of respect and admiration for, and we need to make sure that the level of consistency and efficiency in that area stays strong. The constituent groups can use the strategic plan to ensure they are doing meaningful work in their meetings. It is the foundation for everything that’s done in EMS. Chair Moreland then thanked Julie Bacon and Cory Richter for their work toward this document. 

Next, Chair Moreland stated that the EMSAC Charter was finalized the previous night. He thanked everyone for their hard work. Chief Colston then stated that the EMSAC State Plan is being reviewed by Executive Leadership and she will provide an update to the council once it has been approved.
Presentations

Cory Richter provided a presentation on behalf of Ann Mayor with OnStar. The advanced automatic collision notification system is becoming more used by EMS and fire personnel in the field. This is how it works: your car is tracked by GPS and when you get in an accident, it immediately collects all the data from the crash and sends it to the OnStar advisor. The advisor then calls your public-safety answering point (PSAP) and has units respond to the call. The technology has been advanced so that it sends data based on the crash and sends it to first responders immediately. Based on the GPS coordinates, they can locate where you are and send the appropriate agency to the accident scene. If it is a high incident of injury, more units can be sent out. 
The advanced automatic collision notification system will also assist the field triage with their destination transport decisions. The American College of Emergency Physicians (ACEP) have created a committee that is working on creating a training program for medical directors, dispatchers and EMS fire on how to utilize the advanced automatic collision notification system. It is free of charge, paid for by a grant. The committee created an outline for it and a final product will be coming out soon.
Dr. Nelson then commented that one of the reasons why OnStar has actually partnered with the National Association of EMS Physicians and the ACEP is because they understand that this crash data impacts patient care directly. He then stated that this data could affect the information that even law enforcement receives. It can help state troopers get to the scene of a crash.
Next, Alex Perry from the DHSMV presented on FloridaNet on behalf of Larry Gowen. He stated that the FirstNet initiative is a federal law signed in 2012 with the middle class tax relief act. It is a broadband initiative that is dedicated to public safety. It’s 20 megahertz of spectrum in the prime 700 megahertz range. What this means is you will be in the prime propagating zone for broadband Long-Term Evolution’s (LTE) coverage. FirstNet is the dedicated public safety wireless broadband network, which focuses on the single interoperable platform via long-term evolution. 
Mr. Perry stated with current Land Mobile Radio (LMR), interruptibility is a huge issue. The whole point of LTE is long-term evolution. It is the new standard that all carriers will be using for further generations of speed. The way that this will be deployed is in a multi-year deployment. There is a draft RFP that will be delivered by the end of this year. It will be rolled out in five phases with the first phase starting six months after the award. This will be a public safety grade reliable system. The towers that the LTE’s antenna will operate on will be hardened with physical security. The coverage will be extensive and should be nationwide. 
This will affect EMS directly through local control, which means agencies will be able to change user profiles, add devices and bring your own device management. The network will not replace the mission critical voice but will instead act as more of a supplement to that by providing data connections. It will also improve the situational awareness in decision making. 
Mr. Perry invited the public to visit FloridaNet’s website, www.FloridaNet.gov, to become a member and receive the most up-to-date news and current events. 
Old Business
Danny Griffin motioned for approval of the January, February, March and April 2015 EMSAC meeting minutes. A second motion was made for all four minutes. The council voted in favor, the motions passed and all minutes were approved.
Mr. Skavroneck made final motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded and the meeting was then adjourned at 12:09 p.m.
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