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EMSC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

March 21, 2014
9:30 – 11:30 am. EST
WebEx
Meeting Summary

	Members In Attendance:

Julie Bacon, RN, BA, CPEN, C-NPT, EMSCAC Chairperson
Edward Blum, III
James Brosnan, RN, EMT-P
Susan Byrd, RN, BSN, CPEN
Tricia Falgiani, MD, FAAP
Phyllis Hendry, MD, FAAP, FACEP
Dennis Hernandez, MD, FAAP, FAAEM, FACEP
Amanda Kraft, ARNP, MSN

Rex Northup, MD, FAAP, FCCP, FCCM
	Pamela Pieper, PhD, ARNP

Laurie Romig, MD, FACEP Lou Romig, MD, FACEP
Michael Rushing, NREMT-P, RN
Shakeva Swain, MSN, RN
Peggy Howland, Bureau of Family Health Services

EMSC Program Staff:

Melissa Keahey, EMSC Program Manager

Melia Jenkins, EMSC Principle Investigator




GENERAL
Melissa Keahey welcomed WebEx participants to the meeting and performed roll call to verify participants.  

The January 2014 EMSC quarterly advisory committee meeting summary was approved.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Melissa Keahey mentioned to the group that the National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO) has released a draft of its Model EMS Clinical Guidelines. The guidelines are available for public comment and interested parties are asked to submit comments to Mary Hedges at hedges@nasemso.org by April 30th.  The guidelines workgroup will meet in May to discuss all stakeholder feedback and make revisions through the summer.  Final guidelines are anticipated to be released in September 2014.  The guidelines were emailed to the EMSCAC on Wednesday, March 19 and can also be accessed at the following website: https://www.nasemso.org/Projects/ModelEMSClinicalGuidelines/index.asp
ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATE

Melia Jenkins announced that Melissa Keahey’s last day as the Florida EMS for Children Program Manager will be Thursday, March 27th.  Melissa is relocating to St. Cloud to be with her husband.  Melia is in the process of reviewing and scoring the 100+ applications received and will be conducting interviews as soon as possible.

WORK GROUP UPDATES
Each work group facilitator provided updates to discussions that began at the previous EMSCAC meeting in January 2014.  Facilitators were asked to provide the current workgroup status, immediate action items for completion by July and long-term goals.
Pediatric Medical Emergency Facility Recognition (PMEFR)
Facilitator: Dr. Pam Pieper
Participants: Dr. Phyllis Hendry, Susan Byrd, Dr. Dennis Hernandez, Dr. Rex Northup, Babette Bailey (guest) and Marybeth Gardner (guest).
In addition to meeting in January, the PMEFR workgroup conducted a mid-quarter conference call on Tuesday, March 18th.  Discussion and action items from both meetings are as follows:

The Goal of this work group is not a classification of hospitals, but rather, a minimal standard for emergency care of children and for all hospitals in Florida with an emergency Department (ED) to meet those minimal pediatric standards.

· Action Items for completion by July 2014
1. Send an informational/thank you letter to Florida hospitals with emergency departments focusing on the results of the National Pediatric Readiness Project Assessment.
· Include with the letter AHCA resources “Guidelines for the Care of Children” and supporting article.
· Distribute to Hospital CEO, Medical Director and ED Nurse Manager.
2. Public Service Announcement from the State Surgeon General asking hospital EDs to align with the National Pediatric Readiness Project.
3. Request liaison from BEMO Data Unit to attend EMSC meetings and sit with the PMEFR group.
· Long-term Goals
1. Pediatric Access to Care section on EMSC Website- online list of referral centers and pediatric/neonatal transport teams, including contact information and location, with link to EMSC suggested Interfacility Transfer Guidelines template.
Education









Facilitator: Michael Rushing

· Action Items for completion by July 2014
1. Listing of Pediatric CE opportunities on EMSC web site.
· Include with the letter AHCA resources “Guidelines for the Care of Children” and supporting article.
2. Pediatric Education for Prehospital Professionals (PEPP) Coordinator Course Roll-out (CLINCON 2014).
3. PIER sponsored education/webinar with EMSC support.
· Long-term Goals
1. Continue to provide Pediatric/Neonatal continuing education is all RDSTF regions
Prehospital

Facilitator: Dr. Laurie Romig
Participants: Anita Byrd, Gene Harrell (guest), Clint Randolph (guest), Michael Raymond (guest), Bob Smallcombe (guest), Niki Shimko, Joann DeSerio, Peter Antevy (guest)
· Action Items for completion by July 2014
1. Reassess/survey re: pediatric medical direction and essential peds equipment and supplies
· Equipment and supplies
· Review state EMS inspection results for previous 3 to 5 years as supporting information for analysis and to potentially guide education and assistance in providing equipment 
· Compare and contrast latest recommendations for peds equipment from various regulatory and industry bodies as well as professional publications
· Pediatric Medical Direction
· Work as permitted to obtain clarification of expectations and definitions regarding pediatric medical direction
· As survey time approaches provide information to all EMS Medical Directors (and other contacts as appropriate) to at least provide our recommendations regarding interpretation of “pediatric medical direction” so that we can feel that data is more consistent and useful, especially if the task above is unsuccessful
2. Improve and expand FL’s capacity to reduce and ameliorate pediatric emergencies
· EMSC Day
· Transport safety awareness
· Good to Go EMS program resources (to be developed) as giveaways (stickers, signs, reminder cards, info on courses available and useful on-line resources).
· Emphasis on Car Seat Expiration dates  as part of EMSC day as well as other related initiatives
3. Research on pediatric transport safety
· Prepare to resurvey EMS agencies regarding pediatric transport safety
· Keep apprised of new technology for safe peds transport
· Prepare efforts for general public assessments and education initiatives for non-EMS transport safety via Good to Go initiative (continuing project)
· Long-term Goals
· Send out and analyze NEDARC survey re: Equipment and Supplies
· Explore potential root causes of equipment deficiencies
· Provide resources to EMS agencies explaining WHY specific pediatric equipment is necessary/appropriate/inappropriate as well as facilitating a process to inventory and check all specific pediatric equipment and supplies (as opposed to checking off “pediatric bag” during stocking and checking)
· Provide information regarding potential out of the box methods of acquiring needed equipment
· Send out and analyze NEDARC  survey re: pediatric medical direction education
· Continue current EMS transport safety education program, possibly link provision of  grant-funded free transport safety equipment (such as car seats) to participating agencies
· Assure that transport safety course has an evaluation component
· At later date, resurvey participants or their agencies regarding changes/improvements potentially related to course
· Further develop Good to Go (GTG) initiative via
· Development of educational and work aid materials for EMS providers
· Link GTG to other on-going medical and nonmedical transport and home safety programs (DOH, DOE, PIER, motorcycle, auto, bike, etc.) for synergistic efforts
· Specifically target social media as a low cost, relatively low effort means of providing information and resources, method of obtaining feedback and creating new links
Disaster









Facilitator: Jay Brosnan

Participants: Dr. Lou Romig, Terry Mindykowski, Eddie Blum, Stephanie Brown, Rosanne Conliffe, Amanda Kraft, Julie Downey (guest)
The Disaster workgroup is focusing on revisiting the survey conducted in 2010 to review, revise and reassess.

· Action Items for completion by July 2013

1. 8-10 question, scenario-based survey/assessment of EMS provider agencies and Emergency Departments.
2. Daycare Recognition Program Development
· EMSC sponsored

· Emphasis on disaster preparedness, reunification plans, etc.

· Long-term Goals
1. Further development and implementation of EMSC sponsored Daycare Recognition Program for Disaster Preparedness
· Gold Level- Disaster plan in place, completion of 4-hour disaster planning presentation provided by EMSC, special needs plan, reunification plan, 100% of staff are CPR/First-aid/BLS/AED trained, completion of required activity as determined by EMSC and AED onsite.
· Silver Level- Disaster plan in place, completion of 2-hour disaster planning presentation provided by EMSC, special needs plan, reunification plan, 50% of staff are CPR/First-aid/BLS/AED trained.
· Bronze Level- Disaster plan in place, completion of 2-hour disaster planning presentation provided by EMSC.
2. Pediatric Disaster Resource Clearinghouse

EMS WEEK/EMSC DAY
National Emergency Medical Services Week brings together local communities and medical personnel to publicize safety and honor the dedication of those who provide the day-to-day lifesaving services of medicine's "front line." This year, National EMS Week is May 18-14, 2014 with EMS for Children day on Wednesday, May 21st. This year's theme is "EMS: Dedicated. For Life."
The committee discussed the following items for release/distribution during EMS week in honor of EMSC Day:
· “Friday Night Lights Out: Pediatric Mild Traumatic Brain Injury” Continuing Education DVD-   The Florida EMSC Program and Danny Griffin of DJ Griffin Education, LLC launched this program at Clincon 2013 after discovering an educational gap regarding concussions in young people.  FLEMSC is working with Mr. Griffin to obtain the rights to the educational materials for mass production and release in conjunction with National EMSC Day.  The target audience for this DVD is Prehospital personnel including athletic coaches, EMTs/Paramedics, ED staff and EMT/Paramedic training programs.
· Podcast Series: Pediatric Transport Safety- The program would like to revisit the relationship with Pedi-u.com for the potential of developing a series of podcasts focusing on pediatric transport safety.

NEW BUSINESS
· EMSC Website

· The group discussed purchasing a domain name to host a FLEMSC webpage outside of the Florida Department of Health.  The committee suggested earmarking carryover funds to allow for the hiring of a professional marketing firm to design and maintain the website. This new website would house pediatric resources and information and would be linked to the FDOH webpage.

· Intubation Rodeo and Symposium: June 1-2, 2014, Crystal River

· This is a fun and educational event that provides participants with “real-life” scenario-based experience in advanced airway management.  The FLEMSC program is in discussions to partner with Nature Coast EMS to offer the majority of the intubation stations as pediatric scenarios.  The cost to sponsor intubation station is $100 per station and the cost to sponsor a student is $50 per student.
REPORTS

· Partnership Grant
Melissa Keahey reported that Year One of the 2013-2017 EMSC partnership grants ended on February 28, 2014.  Final expenditures have yet to be received from the finance and accounting department, however, the program anticipates having approximately $36,000 available for carryover to the next grant year. 

The program received a Notice of Award (NOA) on March 1st in the amount of $130,000 for Year Two.

· EMSC Physician Consultant
Dr. Lou Romig reported that the EMSC National Resource Center Advisory Committee is discussing the regionalization of care and categorization of facilities nationwide, as well as, standard protocols for EMS transport.

· EMSC Pediatric Transport Safety Course

Eddie Blum shared with the committee that in just the last couple of months; over 200 participants have attended our pilot pediatric transport safety course.  He is receiving positive feedback on evaluations and requests for train-the-trainer programs at larger EMS provider agencies.

· Emergency Medical Review Committee

Dr. Phyllis Hendry stated that there have been some delays, however, she is still focusing on a pediatric data fact sheet that can be housed on the EMSC website.

SAVE THE DATE
The next EMSC Advisory Committee meeting will be in Orlando, FL on July 16th, 1-4 pm at the Caribe Royale Resort.
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