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2010 POLICY UPDATE INDEX #2
Changes have been made to the Early Steps Policy Handbook and Operations Guide.  Those changes are summarized below.  It is very important that users read the updated material and file it in any hard copy versions of the documents as it is the user’s responsibility to follow correct policy.  Users may click on the links below to read the updated material.
	Update Number and Summary
	Effective Date

	1. Attachments to Operations Guide 3.1.2 have been updated to replace outdated language and update links and the Early Steps logo.  The hearing criteria were also revised to clarify that a child has to meet only one of the listed criteria.
Criteria for Vision Loss
Criteria for Hearing Loss
	November 1, 2010

	2. Operations Guide 3.3.1 C and D were revised to address when it might be appropriate for an LES to provide a screening for a child with concerns that may indicate Autism Spectrum Disorder.
	November 1, 2010

	3. Policy 3.5.1 was revised to add clarifying language that a child who has been screened as functioning at an age appropriate level is not required to have an initial evaluation.
	November 1, 2010

	4. Language was added to Operations Guide 3.5.1 G  to clarify that LESs are not required to evaluate children for Autism Spectrum Disorder, but may do so if an ASD diagnosis is necessary to ensure appropriate, quality early intervention services that meet the developmental needs of the child and the needs of the family related to enhancing the child’s development.
	November 1, 2010

	5. The statement in Policy 7.8.1 C.4 was corrected to clarify that compensatory services can be authorized if it is determined necessary as a result of a finding through general supervision activities at the state or local level.
	November 1, 2010

	6. Language was added to Operations Guide 8.5.1 requiring consent from a DCF case worker, or designee, for children under DCF’s custody, with related revisions to Operations Guide 5.3.16.
	November 1, 2010

	7. Revised Consultation definition: “A process in which service providers meet together to share content expertise in a specific area or discuss evidence-based practice…” to clarify that consultation occurs between providers.
	November 1, 2010

	8. Added the term Specialist to the Definitions component—“An individual who has significant knowledge, skills and experience, including advanced training or certification and has demonstrated a high level of competency related to a particular area of practice (e.g., diagnosis/intervention related to autism spectrum disorders).”
	November 1, 2010

	9. The IFSP Forms, Attachments to Component 5, have been amended to delete Race questions from Form A. (Information will be collected instead through LES Demographic and/or Intake Forms) 
	November 1, 2010

	10. The IFSP Forms, Attachments to Component 5, have been amended to change “your child” to “the child” on Form B to clarify that this section is used to document not only information from parents but also health and medical history information from providers/professionals.
	November 1, 2010

	11. The IFSP Forms, Attachments to Component 5, have been amended to provide a signature block on Form H to document consent for children in the care and custody of DCF. 
	November 1, 2010

	12. The IFSP Instructions, Attachment to Component 5, have been amended to ensure that informed clinical opinion is documented on Form D.
	November 1, 2010

	13. The IFSP Instructions, Attachment to Component 5, have been amended to ensure that Medical information and history from medical providers, when available, is captured on Form B.
	November 1, 2010

	14. The IFSP Instructions, Attachment to Component 5, have been amended to describe if, when and where a DCF Caseworker should provide consent through a signature on Form H.
	November 1, 2010

	15. Component 13 Attachments: On Form C of the DEI IFSP and the DEI eIFSP, /PSN  was added after Medicaid HMO and a signature block was added at the bottom of the page to document consent for children in the care and custody of DCF.
	November 1, 2010

	16. The following documents are now available in Creole:
Due Process Hearing Brochure for Parents 

IFSP Print 

Mediation Brochure
Parties Confidentiality Agreement 

Procedural Safeguards Summary
Request for Mediation (Form 1067) 
Shine Parent Interview Protocol
Understanding Notification Brochure
Written Prior Notice (Form 1065)

	November 1, 2010
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