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Fast Facts:  Florida KidCare and Medicaid for Children 

Myth:  “Florida KidCare” does not exist anymore. 

� FACT:  The Florida KidCare program still exists.  By state law, Florida KidCare has four parts:  Medicaid 
for Children, MediKids for children ages 1 to 5, Healthy Kids for children ages 5 to 19, and the Children’s Medical 
Services (CMS) Network for children with special health care needs. 

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) changed Medicaid financial eligibility to include children ages 6 to 19 with family 
incomes up to 133% of the federal poverty level. 

Medicaid is mostly financed with Title 
XIX funds but there is also some Title 
XXI funding in Medicaid for children.  
Regardless of the funding source, there 
are no premiums or copayments (cost 
sharing) if a child is enrolled in Medicaid. 

Financial eligibility for the Title XXI 
Children’s Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP) is for children ages 1 to 19 with 
family incomes above 133% up to 200% 
of the federal poverty level.  Title XXI 
CHIP children enrolled in MediKids, 
Healthy Kids or the CMS Network still 
have to pay a monthly premium for 
coverage.  There are also small 
copayments for some services in 
Healthy Kids. 

Depending on the child’s age, families 
with incomes above 200% of the federal poverty level may enroll in MediKids or Healthy Kids at the full pay per 
child premium rate.  There is no full pay option for the CMS Network. 

Myth:  Enrollment in Florida KidCare and Medicaid closed when open enrollment for the federally facilitated marketplace 
(FFM) ended on March 31, 2014. 

� FACT:  Enrollment in Florida KidCare and Medicaid is open all year.  Enrollment in the FFM closed on 
March 31, 2014.  However, if they get an application that looks like the person might qualify for Florida KidCare 
or Medicaid, the FFM will refer the application to Florida to determine eligibility, even if FFM enrollment is closed.  
If eligible for Florida KidCare or Medicaid, the person can be enrolled at any time during the year. 

The ACA created a “no wrong door” application process.  There are multiple ways to apply: 

1. Online at State Web Sites (Florida KidCare or the Department of Children & Families/DCF) 

� www.floridakidcare.org 
� http://www.myflorida.com/accessflorida/ 

2. Print a paper application from the state web sites or call Florida KidCare to request a paper 
application: 1-888-540-5437 (toll-free) 

3. Online at Federal Web Site: https://www.healthcare.gov/ or call 1-800-318-2596 to apply by phone 

Myth:  When the Medicaid Managed Medical Assistance (MMA) program is implemented, children cannot enroll in the 
Children’s Medical Services (CMS) Network anymore.  They will have to enroll in a Medicaid HMO. 

� FACT:  The CMS Network remains an option for clinically eligible children even after the Medicaid MMA 
program is implemented.  Age eligibility for the Medicaid CMS Network is from birth through age 20.  As long as 
a Medicaid-funded child meets the clinical eligibility requirements, a family may choose the CMS Network to be 
their child’s plan, with one exception.  Children who receive Prescribed Pediatric Extended Care (PPEC) services 
cannot enroll in the CMS Network or any other MMA plan.  These children will be in Fee-for-Service Medicaid. 

Children in foster care are assigned to the Child Welfare specialty plan unless the legal guardian chooses another 
plan, which includes the CMS Network if the child is clinically eligible. 

Learn more about MMA on AHCA’s web site at:  http://ahca.myflorida.com/Medicaid/statewide_mc/index.shtml 
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