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ACTION NEEDED 
 

QUALITY ASSURANCE SELF ASSESSMENTS-CORRECTION OF 
NONCOMPLIANCE 

  
ESSO is nearing completion of the 2009-10 Quality Assurance Self Assessment reviews.  We want 
to thank all LES staff who have participated in this process and appreciate your time and effort in 
answering our requests for additional information.  We will compile the individual LES Quality 
Assurance Reports and send them to LESs on November 12, 2010.  These reports will contain 
any findings of noncompliance resulting from the Quality Assurance Self Assessment process. 
 
As a reminder, the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services (OSEP) has clarified 
that a State does not have to make a finding if the local program demonstrates that it has corrected 
the noncompliance before the State issues a finding of noncompliance.  Therefore, if the local 
program immediately (i.e., before the State issues a finding) corrects noncompliance, the State 
may choose not to make a finding.  
 
Based on this information, we will be performing data analyses of service delivery after July 1, 
2010 related to timely IFSPs, notification, and timely transition conferences.  If the data 
demonstrates correction of noncompliance in any of these areas, a finding of noncompliance will 
not be issued and you will not be required to perform a correction activity.  
 
We plan to extract the data for these analyses on the afternoon of November 8th.  We suggest that 
you prioritize your data fixes so that the following fields are corrected prior to 3:00 p.m. on 
November 8th:  
IFSP Date 
IFSP Barrier 
TCON Date  
TCON Barrier 
Disposition 
Disposition Date     
  
If you have questions, please contact your performance improvement contact at ESSO.   
  

 



INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 
 

QUESTIONS FROM EARLY STEPS VISITS  
(With 1 Attachment) 

  
The answers to all the questions that Lynn Marie Price collected on her tour of the Local Early 
Steps this Spring are attached.  ESSO staff have spent a great deal of time preparing responses 
and hopes you find the document helpful.   

 
 

FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS RE:  OCTOBER 12 & 13, 
2010 CONFERENCE CALLS RE:  EARLY STEPS POLICY 

HANDBOOK AND OPERATIONS GUIDE  
EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 2010   

(With 2 Attachments) 
  
Attached is a Question and Answer document addressing your issues and concerns expressed 
following the October 12 & 13, 2010 conference calls re: the November 1, 2010 policy updates.  
Please contact your program manager in the Early Steps State Office if you have additional 
questions or requests for clarification.  A revised Policy Update Index 2 is also attached.  Posting of 
the updated documents is in process and all updates will be available on the web at 
http://www.cms-kids.com/home/resources/es_policy_0710/es_policy.html by November, 1 2010. 

 

INFANT-TODDLER LANGUAGE AND EARLY LITERACY 
ACTIVITIES:  FREE AND REPRODUCIBLE  

Developed by Angela Notari-Syverson, Ph.D, and Judy Challoner, M.S. 
Illustrations: Don Syverson  

These materials include twenty home and community activities for adults and children birth to three 
that encourage early language and literacy development.  They are appropriate for children with 
disabilities as well as children who are developing typically. 
  
Each of the twenty activities includes an activity description, and hints for making the activity fun 
and developmentally appropriate.  In addition to the activities, you can download an activity 
checklist that helps parents and caregivers notice their children's skills, and also cues adults to 
examine and grow their own interactions with children. 
  
The materials are specifically designed to address the three key skills of 1) language development, 
2) sounds and rhythms, and 3) general book and print awareness. 
  
  

http://www.cms-kids.com/home/resources/es_policy_0710/es_policy.html


The files are in PDF format to allow easy and secure downloading.   
  
·        A brief introduction to the materials 
·        Activities and hints for adapting them to the child's specific needs 
·        Activity checklists for self-evaluation by the adult 
  
The materials are made available by Angela Notari-Syverson and colleagues, and may be copied 
and distributed as long as they are not sold. 
  
To download materials go to http://www.walearning.com <http://www.walearning.com/>  and click 
on the button that says "Free Literacy Materials" on the home page.  You will need to create a 
logon account using your email address and a password. 
 
For questions please contact: 
  
Mary Maddox 
Washington Learning Systems 
2212 Queen Anne Ave. No.   Ste. 726 
Seattle, WA 98109 
(206) 310-7401   FAX (206) 283-9243 
mmaddox@walearning.com <mailto:mmaddox@walearning.com> 
 

TEACHING YOUR CHILD TO BECOME INDEPENDENT WITH 
DAILY ROUTINES 

 
The Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning at Vanderbilt University 
has developed a nice parent training handout entitled Teaching Your Child to Become Independent 
with Daily Routines which can be found at 
http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/documents/teaching_routines.pdf.   
 

NECTAC NEWS 

For the current issue of NECTAC eNotes go to http://www.nectac.org/enotes/enotes.asp    

 

 

 
UPCOMING TRAININGS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES 

  AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 
 
 

2011 CARD CONFERENCE  
RECOMMENDED EARLY INTERVENTION TRACK 
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The 18th annual CARD Conference, Think Autism, is scheduled for January 14-16, 2011 at the 
Lake Mary Marriott in Lake Mary, Florida.  Registration is now open.  Below are sessions 
recommended for early interventionists.  For more information and to register, go to http://www.ucf-
card.org/. 
 
KEYNOTE I 
Saturday, January 15, 2011  8:30am-9:30am  
Dr. Susan Wilczynski, BCBA  
Executive Director, National Autism Center  
The National Standards Project is the most comprehensive systematic review of the autism 
treatment literature ever completed. This Project resulted in the identification of 11 "Established 
Treatments," indi-cating sufficient evidence was available to demonstrate their effectiveness. This 
presentation describes the process for identifying the strength of evidence for ASD treatments 
developed by the National Stan-dards Project and highlights the 11 Established Treatments that 
enjoy strong research support. Finally, these results are put into the context of evidence-based 
practice, which requires more information than research alone can provide. 
  
Saturday, January 15, 2011  9:45am-10:45am  
Dr. Brooke Ingersoll,BCBA  
Project ImPACT  
This presentation will introduce Project ImPACT, a naturalistic parent training intervention for 
children with autism. The presentation will include research on the importance of teaching parents 
to be inter-vention providers, research on the intervention techniques, and an overview of the 
training model.  
 
KEYNOTE II  
Saturday, January 15, 2011  1:30pm-2:30pm  
Dr. Mara Sapon-Shevin  
Building a Community of Inclusion and Belonging  
"Work like you don't need money, Love like you've never been hurt, And dance like no one's 
watching."  
If you can talk, you can sing, if you can walk, you can dance (Ancient African Proverb) My version: 
Even if you cannot talk and cannot walk, you can sing and dance and have a wonderful time!  
This highly interactive session will involve participants in music, movement and activities designed 
to build community and model the ways in which lessons and experiences can be structured so 
that they are cooperative, inclusive and fun!  
 
Saturday, January 15, 2011  3:00pm-4:00pm  
Dr. James Ball  
“7 Evidence Based Strategies for an Effective Early Intervention Program”  
This presentation will discuss 7 systematic techniques for working with children with an autism 
spectrum disorder. It will focus on teaching specific skills, enhancing motivation, and generalization 
training. A step by step demonstration will be presented using real life examples. Modifications will 
be explored that allow this particular program to be effective with students significantly challenged 

http://www.ucf-card.org/
http://www.ucf-card.org/


with autism, as well as those students with Aspergers Syndrome. Because of the nature of this 
presentation, a question and answer period will be provided.  
 
Saturday, January 15, 2011  3:00pm-5:15pm 
Dr. Brooke Ingersoll, BCBA  
Teaching Imitation Skills to Individuals with Autism in a Social Context  
This presentation will introduce Reciprocal Imitation Training (RIT), a naturalistic intervention 
designed to teach imitation skills to children with autism in a social context. The presentation will 
include re-search on the importance of imitation skills in children with autism, efficacy research on 
the intervention, as well as an overview of the intervention techniques.  
 
Saturday, January 15, 2011  4:15pm-5:15pm  
Dr. Oliver Wendt, SLP  
Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) in Autism: What Does the Research Evidence 
Say?  
This presentation will provide an introduction and overview of interventions in augmentative and 
alternative communication (AAC) for autism spectrum disorders (ASDs). One of the core ASD 
symptoms includes a “delay in, or total lack of, the development of spoken language.” 
Approximately 25-50% of children with ASD are functionally non-verbal and will not develop 
sufficient natural speech or writing without ongoing and systematic AAC intervention. AAC 
augments or replaces spoken language through alternative means of communication. The 
presentation will review evidence-based AAC strategies to facilitate functional communication 
skills, enhance natural speech production and increase social-communicative behaviors. Strategies 
include unaided approaches such as manual signs and gestures, and aided approaches such as 
graphic symbols, picture communication exchange system, and speech-generating devices. 
Results from recent systematic reviews of single-subject and group experiments will be reviewed to 
identify empirically supported AAC interventions. Pseudoscientific treatment claims will be outlined 
along with guidelines for evidence-based decision making when providing AAC services for ASDs.  
 
KEYNOTE III  
Sunday, January 16, 2011   8:30am-9:30am  
Dr. Patricia Wright  
Living with Autism  
As the prevalence of autism continues to rise, the needs of the autism community continue to grow. 
As one of the nation's leading service providers for individuals with autism Easter Seals provides 
service and support to individuals with autism across the lifespan, from the earliest age of 
screening and diagnosis through services to older adults. In addition, Easter Seals has engaged in 
two national studies to increase knowledge and awareness of the unmet needs of individuals with 
autism.  
This session will highlight the outcomes of these two national studies and how services and 
supports are being developed to address these growing needs. Known disparities exist in 
employment, housing, education and social relationships. These disparities experienced by 
individuals with autism greatly affect quality of life. Through advocacy, service delivery and 
collaboration these disparities can be overcome.  
 
Sunday, January 16, 2011   10:00am-11:15am 
Andrew J. Houvouras IV, BCBA  



Rayna Houvouras, BCaBA  
A Little More Conversation, A Little More Action  
There is ample applied behavior analytic research demonstrating methods to improve social skills 
for individuals with autism spectrum disorders. Parents and professionals have expanded upon 
some of the empirical work to dramatically improve perceived social deficits. In spite of the 
progress, social initiation remains a difficult skill to target, teach and reinforce. In this presentation, 
the presenters will show data suggesting why social initiation might be the most important social 
skill to target, different ways to approach teaching social initiation, and how social initiation may be 
a behavioral cusp.  
 
KEYNOTE IV  
Sunday, January 16, 2011   11:45am-12:45pm  
James Williams  
He is back by popular demand with a lot more information to share.  
High School can be difficult for many people, but it can especially be difficult for people with ASD. 
In 2007, after being homeschooled for seven years James returned to a public high school and 
was able to successfully graduate after three years with a high school diploma and a full social life. 
In this presentation, James will discuss his own unique experiences with high school, what he saw 
and felt, his keys to his success, and advice he can give to others with ASD and to teachers, what 
he learned and how they can help.  
 

THERAPY UTILIZATION MANAGEMENT PROGRAM TRAINING 
OPPORTUNITIES   

Notice of Training 

The Agency for Health Care Administration will be offering training opportunities for providers on 
the Therapy Utilization Management Program. The trainings will give a high-level overview of what 
providers can expect from the Utilization Management Program. The trainings will be available via 
call-in on the following dates and times: 
 
Wednesday, November 3, 2010, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday, November 4, 2010, 1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Monday, November 8, 2010, 1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Please use the following dial-in number and conference code: 

Dial-in number – 888-808-6959 
Conference Code – 7742347 

The dial-in number provided allows a maximum of 100 users; therefore, trainings will be offered on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
Training materials will be posted on the Medicaid Therapy Services Web site at: 



http://ahca.myflorida.com/Medicaid/childhealthservices/therapyserv/index.shtml.  Please download 
these prior to the call.   

If you have any questions, please contact your local Medicaid area office.  Contact information for 
your local Medicaid area office can be found at the following Web address:  
http://ahca.myflorida.com/Medicaid/index.shtml#9.  
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