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INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 

 
 

DOH STANDARD CONTRACT POLICY  
(With 1 Attachment) 

 
As mentioned in yesterday's Director/Coordinator's Conference Call, the DOH Standard Contract 
Policy is attached for reference.    
  



Effective November 1, 2010, Andrew Johnson is the Early Steps State Office Contract Manager of 
Record.  Please work with him on all questions and issues involving contract invoice processing, 
status of payments, budget management, and execution of contract amendments, renewals and 
general inquiries related to administrative contract issues. In addition, and to ensure prompt 
payment, future invoices and required backup documentation, including reports or deliverables, 
submitted through the mail, should be sent to his attention. If emailing this information please send 
to Andrew_Johnson@doh.state.fl.us. 

In order to facilitate the fastest and highest quality of service to you, I have included all of my 
contact information below. 

Contract Manager of Record 

Andrew Johnson, Contract Manager 
CMSN Contract Management Unit 
Florida Department of Health 
Children's Medical Services Network 
Bureau of Early Steps  
Mailing Address: 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A06  
Physical Address: 4025 Esplanade Way, Suite 235C 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1707    
Phone Number: 850-245-4221  
Fax: 850-921-8138 
Email: andrew_johnson@doh.state.fl.us 
 
 

GULF CENTRAL’S TEAM BASED PRIMARY SERVICE PROVIDER 
ANALYSIS  

(With 1 Attachment) 
  
At the statewide meeting session presented by the Gulf Central Early Steps and titled, PSP Model 
Approach and the Fiscal Aspects Round Table, Judy Corso walked through her cost analysis for 
hiring in-house PSP members.  Attached is her analysis for your use.   
 
 
 

EARLY STEPS DATA SYSTEM ENHANCEMENT PROJECT   
  
The amended contract with UF has been executed and the Enhancement Project has begun.  
Current Information about the project will be posted at: 
http://mch.peds.ufl.edu/es/enhancements/index.html  In addition to information about the ongoing 
changes posted on this website, specific instructions will be made available as to what you need to 
do to prepare as the project advances. 
  
The Appointments and Evaluations portion of the system will be removed on 1/1/2011.   This 
information was previously communicated in the September 16th Weekly Memo and via email to 
the Data Users on September 22nd.  LESs should be considering alternative methods of collecting 

mailto:Andrew_Johnson@doh.state.fl.us
http://mch.peds.ufl.edu/es/enhancements/index.html


and managing this data.  The next Data Users Call will be on November 17th at 1:00 to 3:00 PM 
EST to discuss next steps for the Early Steps Data System Enhancement Project. 
 
 
 

FLORIDA DOE ELIGIBILITY RULE FOR AUTISM SPECTRUM 
DISORDER 

 
As requested during the ASD Roundtable Discussion during the recent Early Steps Statewide 
Meeting, below are the eligibility criteria for ASD as established in Rule: 
6A-6.03023 Exceptional Student Education Eligibility for Students With Autism Spectrum 
Disorder. 

(1) Definition. Students with Autism Spectrum Disorder. Autism Spectrum Disorder is defined 
to be a range of pervasive developmental disorders that adversely affects a student's functioning 
and results in the need for specially designed instruction and related services. Autism Spectrum 
Disorder is characterized by an uneven developmental profile and a pattern of qualitative 
impairments in social interaction, communication, and the presence of restricted repetitive, and/or 
stereotyped patterns of behavior, interests, or activities. These characteristics may manifest in a 
variety of combinations and range from mild to severe. Autism Spectrum Disorder may include 
Autistic Disorder, Pervasive Developmental Disorder Not Otherwise Specified, Asperger’s 
Disorder, or other related pervasive developmental disorders. 

(2) General education interventions and activities. Prior to referral for evaluation the 
requirements in subsection 6A-6.0331(1), F.A.C., must be met.  

(3) Evaluation. In addition to the procedures identified in subsection 6A-6.0331(5), F.A.C., the 
evaluation for determining eligibility shall include the following:  

(a) Documented and dated behavioral observations conducted by members of the evaluation 
team targeting social interaction, communication skills, and stereotyped patterns of behavior, 
interests, or activities, across settings. General education interventions and activities conducted 
prior to referral may be used to meet this criterion, if the activities address the elements identified in 
this paragraph;   

(b) A comprehensive social/developmental history compiled with the parents(s) or guardian(s) 
that addresses the core features of autism spectrum disorder; 

(c) A comprehensive psychological evaluation to identify present levels of performance and 
uneven patterns of development in language, social interaction, adaptive behavior, and cognitive 
skills;  

(d) A comprehensive speech/language evaluation; and, 
(e) Medical information provided shall be considered. 
(4) Criteria for eligibility. A student with Autism Spectrum Disorder is eligible for exceptional 

student education if all of the following criteria are met: 
(a) Evidence of all of the following: 
1. Uneven developmental profile as evidenced by inconsistencies across or within the domains 

of language, social interaction, adaptive behavior, and/or cognitive skills; and 
2. Impairment in social interaction as evidenced by delayed, absent, or atypical ability to relate 

to people or the environment; and 
3. Impairment in verbal and/or nonverbal language or social communication skills, and 
4. Restricted repetitive, and/or stereotyped patterns of behavior, interests, or activities; and 

http://www.flrules.com/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-6.03023


(b) The student needs special education as defined in paragraph 6A-6.03411(1)(kk), F.A.C. 

Rulemaking Authority 1003.01, 1003.57, 1003.571 FS. Law Implemented 1003.01, 1003.57, 
1003.571 FS. History–New 7-2-79, Formerly 6A-6.3023, Amended 7-1-07, 12-15-09 

For more information and resources from the Florida Department of Education about students with 
ASD, visit http://www.fldoe.org/ese/asd.asp. 

 

NECTAC NEWS 

For the current issue of NECTAC eNotes go to http://www.nectac.org/enotes/enotes.asp    

 
 

UPCOMING TRAININGS, MEETINGS, CONFERENCES 
  AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 
NEW ONLINE GRADUATE CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN POSITIVE 

BEHAVIOR SUPPORT 
(With 1 Attachment) 

The Department of Child and Family Studies at the University of South Florida (USF) 
enthusiastically announces, beginning in Spring of 2011, a new online graduate certificate program 
in Positive Behavior Support.  

The certificate program is taught by nationally known researchers in Positive Behavior Support 
(Drs. Bobbie Vaughn, Lise Fox, Don Kincaid, Heather George, and Kwang-Sun Blair).  Register 
through the USF graduate certificate office http://www.gradcerts.usf.edu/certinfo.asp?ccode=XPB  

Direct link to College: http://www.cbcs.usf.edu/GraduateCertificates.cfm  

You can also check out the attached flyer for more details. 
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