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GENERAL UPDATES:
1. CMS K.I.D.S. Tip of the Week

Create the demographic record in ED for new referrals immediately upon receipt of
minimum required data elements: Last Name, First Name, Date Referred, Gender,
DOB, Program Component.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
2.Children’s Hand Artwork for 2o0th Annual
Children’s Week

April 12 — 17, 2015
Please use the following instructions to submit Children’s hand artwork:

Children’s hand artwork should be stapled onto string or ribbon vertically in lengths
of 8 to 10 feet. Hands must be hung vertically and strung together before

mailing. Please secure hands firmly to string/ribbon and do not send individual
hands without connecting them to string/ribbon. Please do not send large

signs. You may decorate the hands with colorful artwork, stories and attach small
pictures and posters ( no larger than 11” x 14”).

ALL artwork must be postmarked no later than Friday, March 27th and mailed to:
The Early Learning Coalition of the Big Bend Region
Northwood Centre
1940 N. Monroe Street, Suite 70
Tallahassee, Fl. 32303

Any questions please free to contact Lou Ann Long at 850-487-6301, statewide
coordinator Jason Zaborske at info@childrensweek.org and/or website
http://www.childrensweek.org

MEDICAID UPDATES
3. Medicaid Alerts and Questions

The Florida Medicaid program has an e-mail alert system to supplement the present
method of receiving Provider Alerts information and to alert registered subscribers
of "late-breaking" health care information. You will receive an email when Medicaid
policy clarifications or other health care information is available that is appropriate
for your selected area and provider type. Visit the Florida Medicaid’s Health
Care Alerts page at http://ahca.myflorida.com/Medicaid/alerts/alerts.shtml to
subscribe, unsubscribe, or update your subscription.
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MEDICAID UPDATES
4. Recent Medicaid Alert Clarification

If you receive Medicaid Alerts directly, you may have received a recent alert entitled
“Fee Increase for Physical, Occupational and Speech-language Pathology.” Please be
aware that the alert applies only to school-based therapy and does not apply to
therapy services in Early Steps.

INFORMATION & RESOURCES
5. Children’s Movement of Florida - #Teachable

Moments

The Children’s Movement of Florida is providing families with ideas for “teachable
moments”. Take a look at the first two:

"4 Ways to Engage Your Child at the Supermarket"

"5 Ways to Talk with Your Child."
These are great ways to encourage families to engage with their children during
regular daily activities. - Sue Cannon, State Parent Consultant

6. Emergency Preparedness from Sesame Street

Even though we have just a few weeks left in hurricane season, it is always
important to be ready for emergencies. Prepare your family for the unexpected with
Sesame Street’s Let Get Ready app! This engaging, interactive app helps families
prepare for emergencies in simple ways, as children learn basic information to help
them stay safe and make them proud to be prepared! Available from the App Store
as well as Google Play.

Let’s Get Ready was developed by Sesame Workshop in partnership with PSEG. The
bilingual (English and Spanish), research-based, multimedia initiative provides a
variety of resources to help families prepare for emergencies together. Check out the
website also
http://www.sesamestreet.org/parents/topicsandactivities/toolkits/ready.

7. “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” Materials Now

Customizable

CDC’s “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” program aims to improve early identification of
children with autism and other developmental disabilities so children and families
can get the services and support they need. Program materials can now be
customized with your logo and contact information. Click the link for more

information: http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/freematerials.html
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http://childrensmovementflorida.org/blog/4_ways_to_engage_your_child/
http://childrensmovementflorida.org/blog/talking_with_your_child/

LES SPOTLIGHT
8. West Central Early Steps

This is a letter submitted from a parent of child receiving services from West
Central Early Steps

Mr. Fogle:

I just wanted to express my sincere gratitude to all of the individuals
affiliated with the Early Steps program. I can't help but think what progress
would have not been made if we hadn't been referred to your program as my
daughter would still be on a waiting list (>1 year later). From the initial
discussion with the service coordinator to the evaluation and on-going
therapy process, coupled with the play time groups, I found everyone to be so
helpful, professional and caring.

We still have a few months left in this program, but I did want to take the
opportunity to highlight all of the people who have contributed to (my
daughter) Lily's future success: Lesia Staples-Messick, Paula Keyser,
Kristin Hillman, Karen Shivers and a very special thank you to Kerri
Schinella and Karen Hough, who have worked with Lily from the start.

We thank them for their encouragement, patience and enlightening.

Sincerely,
Lily’s Mom
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LES Program Manager QA Lead
Haylie Mistrot (ext. 2267) Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)
Bay Area Haylie.Mistrot@flhealth.gov Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov
Dawn Lynch (ext. 2270) Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)
Big Bend Dawn.Lynch@flhealth.gov Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov

Central Florida

Susan Casey (ext. 2231)
Susan.Casey@flhealth.gov

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227)
Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov

Haylie Mistrot (ext. 2267)

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227)

Gold Coast Haylie.Mistrot@flhealth.gov Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov
Brenda Jones-Garrett (ext. 2224) Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)
Gulf Central Brenda.Jones-Garrett@flhealth.gov | Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov

North Beaches

Susan Casey (ext. 2231)
Susan.Casey@flhealth.gov

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227)
Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov

North Central

Dawn Lynch (ext. 2270)
Dawn.Lynch@flhealth.gov

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227)
Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov

Janice Miller (ext. 3910)

Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)

North Dade Janice.Miller2@flhealth.gov Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov
Janice Miller (ext. 3910) Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)
Northeastern Janice.Miller2@flhealth.gov Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov
Southernmost Janice Miller (ext. 3910) Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227)
Coast Janice.Miller2 @flhealth.gov Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov
Brenda Jones-Garrett (ext. 2224) Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)
Southwest Brenda.Jones-Garrett@flhealth.gov | Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov

Space Coast

Susan Casey (ext. 2231)
Susan.Casey@flhealth.gov

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227)
Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov

Treasure Coast

Mary Sandler (ext. 2240)
Mary.Sandler@flhealth.gov

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227)
Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov

West Central

(Interim)
Dawn Lynch (ext. 2270)
Dawn.Lynch@flhealth.gov

Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)
Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov

Western
Panhandle

(Interim)
Brenda Jones-Garret (ext. 2224)
Brenda.Jones-Garrett@flhealth.gov

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227)
Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov




