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General Updates: 
1.  CMS K.I.D.S. Tip of the Week 
Be sure to follow policies 1.4.4-1.4.7 and guidance 1.4.4-1.4.6  prior to identifying 
CONT as the payer on service authorizations to ensure payer of last resort when a 
child has Medicaid or insurance coverage.  You can now use the Comments Box 
field on Form G for each authorization to provide an explanation. 
 

2.  Weekly Provider Load Sheets 
Please be advised that effective immediately, Tameka Footman will assume the 
position as your ESSO Provider Liaison lead.  All provider load issue are to be sent 
to Tameka with a copy to Arnetta Givens.   ESSO has made the commitment to 
process LES provider information weekly to ensure our providers are loaded in 
CMS-K.I.D.S. as quickly and effectively as possible.  In doing so, the process will 
take a minimum of two days of staff time.  We, therefore, respectfully request every 
LES and PRL to follow the guidelines set forth to ensure a clean submission.  
Additionally, we ask that you acknowledge the need for, and implement, the 
following refinements to the weekly process.  Please implement these changes as of 
November 1, 2014 unless otherwise noted.  
• Enter the following email “Subject” line when submitting your Weekly Provider 

Load (WPL) sheets:    “WPL – Name of LES” 
 

 Summed Totals of Status 
 When submitting your spreadsheet, include the following information in the 
 body of the e-mail: total number of provider add, changes, and terminations 
 and reference the name of the file attached. 
 Example 

• 80-Adds, 10-Changes, 12-Terminate 
• North Dade ES Total 102 Weekly Provider Load 08.28.2014.xls 
 

• Please submit WPL sheets to Tameka.Footman@flhealth.gov and copy Arnetta 
Givens every Wednesday by COB. This change will be effective 
November 1, 2014 and has been made to help expedite the process in 
which our providers are loaded into the system. 

• ESSO staff will go over the weekly provider load sheets thoroughly to ensure that 
the form is completed in its entirety.  Consequently, ESSO’s discretion will 
be used to determine if WPL sheets with numerous issues will be sent 
to Denise Watson .  In the event that your WPL sheet is not sent, your PRL 
will get an email stating the sheet did not get submitted.  It is not efficient nor 
effective to allow one LES submission to hold up all other LESs information for 
the week.   

• ESSO will compile and send a clean list of providers that need changes or are 
being added to CMS-K.I.D.S. every Thursday to Denise Watson.  



General Updates: 
3.  ESSO Staff Update 
Penny Geiger is on leave until further notice.  Please direct any questions or 
pending issues to your ESSO Program Manager. 
 
Katie Williams is on maternity leave until further notice.  We extend our 
congratulations to Katie and her beautiful expanded family.   
 
Sue Cannon will be on leave from November 3, 2014 through December 1, 2014.  
Family Resource Specialists should contact Kelly Rogers at 
Kelly.Rogers@flhealth.gov for assistance.   
 

Upcoming Events: 
4.  Policy Webinars 
The Early Steps State Office has scheduled two webinars to introduce updates to 

Early Steps policy documents that will be implemented January 1, 2015.  Identical 

information will be presented during the two webinars, so it is necessary to 

participate in only one. Webinar information is below.  

 Date:  Wednesday, November 12, 2014 from 11:30 am—1:30 pm (EST) 

To join the meeting, go to: 

http://floridanewbornscreening.adobeconnect.com/esso/ -  click enter as “guest” 

and type your name 

Conference Call #: 1 (888) 670 3525  

Passcode:  6272156732 then #  

 

Date:  Thursday, November 13, 2014 from 1:30 pm—3:30 pm (EST) 

To join the meeting, go to:  

http://floridanewbornscreening.adobeconnect.com/esso/ -  click enter as “guest” 

and type your name 

Conference Call #: 1 (888) 670 3525  

Passcode: 6272156732 then #  



Upcoming Events: 
5.  Webinar -  Responsive and Intentional 
Caregiving: Coaching Parents of Children with 
Special Needs   
Registration is now open for the Responsive and Intentional Caregiving: Coaching 
Parents of Children with Special Needs Webinar. This presentation offers an 
opportunity for participants to gain knowledge about the challenges and complexity 
of decision-making for families of children who have special needs. This webinar is 
being offered by the Florida State University Center for Prevention and Early 
Intervention Policy as part of the Florida MIECHV Initiative. The webinar is 
scheduled for Tuesday, November 4th from 10 AM to 11 AM. Please visit their 
website to complete the registration form: www.cpeip.fsu.edu. Click on the Free 
Webinar icon on the left side of the screen and scroll to the bottom of the page 
where you will find the “Register Now” button.  

Medicaid Updates 
6.  Medicaid Alerts and Questions 
The Florida Medicaid program has an e-mail alert system to supplement the present 
method of receiving Provider Alerts information and to alert registered subscribers 
of "late-breaking" health care information.  You will receive an email when 
Medicaid policy clarifications or other health care information is available that is 
appropriate for your selected area and provider type.  Visit the Florida 
Medicaid’s Health Care Alerts page at http://ahca.myflorida.com/Medicaid/alerts/

alerts.shtml to subscribe, unsubscribe, or update your subscription.   
 

Informa�on & Resources 
7.  Count Me In:  Resources for Early Childhood 
Inclusion  
Florida Expanding Opportunities for Early Childhood Inclusion continues its 
efforts to coordinate professional development on early childhood inclusion. 
Count Me In:  Resources for Early Childhood Inclusion  is available online 
at: 
http://www.centraldirectory.org/uploads/ToolKitOnEarlyChildhoodInclusion.pdf 
 
The purpose of this compilation of resources (both Florida specific and national) is 
to answer questions and provide general information to families and early learning 
providers on how to successfully include young children with disabilities in early 
childhood programs. 



 

8.  Ebola Virus Resources 
The Florida Department of Health has provided several resources related to the 
Ebola virus: 
• Florida Response to Emerging Infectious Disease (attached) 
• Health Care Actions for Ebola (attached) 
• We Can Keep Communities Safe if Ebola Happens in Florida (attached) 
• DOH Video Regarding Ebola Virus: http://youtube/fsNa7zMmMww 
 
Additional information is available on the Florida Department of Health or the 
Centers for Disease Control websites: 
http://www.floridahealth.gov/diseases-and-conditions/ebola/index.html 
http://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/index.html 
 

9.  Baby Buffer Positive Parenting Resource 
The Kansas Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics has developed the Baby 
Buffer ® program bringing together the newest science in the biological, 
developmental and social sciences, to teach parents specific strategies to help them 
become a supportive, consistent and reliable parent. 
 
Baby Buffer ® includes a website, www.babybuffer.org and weekly age-specific 
emails that include easy-to-understand information on early brain development 
and positive parenting. Baby Buffer ® encourages caregivers to build a positive and 
consistent relationship with their baby from the start and includes the brain science 
behind why it is important. 



Program Manager Information 

LES Program Manager QA Lead 

Bay Area 

Haylie Mistrot (ext. 2267)        

Haylie.Mistrot@flhealth.gov 

Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)   

Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov 

Big Bend 

Dawn Lynch (ext. 2270)        

Dawn.Lynch@flhealth.gov 

Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)   

Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov 

Central Florida 

Susan Casey (ext. 2231) 

Susan.Casey@flhealth.gov 

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227) 

Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov  

Gold Coast 

Haylie Mistrot (ext. 2267)        

Haylie.Mistrot@flhealth.gov 

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227) 

Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov  

Gulf Central 

Brenda Jones-Garrett (ext. 2224)  

Brenda.Jones-Garrett@flhealth.gov 

Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)       

Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov 

North Beaches 

Susan Casey (ext. 2231)  

Susan.Casey@flhealth.gov 

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227) 

Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov  

North Central 

Dawn Lynch (ext. 2270)           

Dawn.Lynch@flhealth.gov 

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227) 

Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov  

North Dade 

Janice Miller (ext. 3910)          

Janice.Miller2@flhealth.gov 

Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)      

Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov 

Northeastern 

Janice Miller (ext. 3910)  

Janice.Miller2@flhealth.gov  

Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)      

Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov 

Southernmost 

Coast 

Janice Miller (ext. 3910)          

Janice.Miller2@flhealth.gov 

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227) 

Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov  

Southwest 

Brenda Jones-Garrett (ext. 2224)  

Brenda.Jones-Garrett@flhealth.gov 

Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)          

Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov 

Space Coast 

Susan Casey (ext. 2231)        

Susan.Casey@flhealth.gov 

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227) 

Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov  

Treasure Coast 

Mary Sandler (ext. 2240) 

Mary.Sandler@flhealth.gov  

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227) 

Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov  

West Central 

(Interim) 

Dawn Lynch (ext. 2270)           

Dawn.Lynch@flhealth.gov 

Angela Marcus (ext. 3278)    

 Angela.Marcus@flhealth.gov 

Western  

Panhandle 

(Interim) 

Brenda Jones-Garret (ext. 2224)         

Brenda.Jones-Garrett@flhealth.gov 

Jesse Kemper (ext. 2227) 

Jesse.Kemper@flhealth.gov  

 


