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DR. PATRICIA RYDER JOINS DISEASE CONTROL AND HEALTH PROTECTION DIVISION
AS INTERIM DIRECTOR

TALLAHASSEE - State Surgeon General and Secretary of Health Dr. John Armstrong has appointed
Dr. Patricia Ryder, MD, MPH as Interim Director of the Division for Disease Control and Health
Protection. In this role, Dr. Ryder will oversee the Bureaus of Communicable Diseases, Environmental
Health and Epidemiology. Dr. Kevin Sherin has served as Interim Division Director for the past three
months and will return to his previous position as Director of the Florida Department of Health in
Orange County.

“Dr. Ryder is a committed advocate for Florida’s public health system and her leadership in this critical
role is greatly appreciated,” said Dr. Armstrong. “| want to express my thanks to Dr. Sherin for his
service over the past three months. The Department is proud to have such professional and dedicated
leaders as Dr. Ryder and Dr. Sherin.”

Dr. Ryder has worked as Medical Epidemiologist at the Florida Department of Health in Pinellas County
since 1994, and has doubled as Assistant County Health Department Director for the past two years.
Prior to her work in Pinellas, Dr. Ryder attained her medical degree from Louisiana State University
Medical College, and completed a Pediatrics residency at Charity Hospital in New Orleans and Los
Angeles County Medical Center. She attended the Tulane University School of Public Health and
Tropical Medicine, where she graduated with a Masters of Public Health and a specialty in
Epidemiology. While at Tulane, she completed a Preventative Medicine residency at the School of
Medicine. Though epidemiology is her focus, she has experience in Maternal and Child Health
Epidemiology, quality management, strategic planning, program evaluation and data analysis.

DOH protects, promotes and improves the health of all people in Florida through integrated state,
county and community efforts.
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