
        

 

ESSO WEEKLY MEMO –JULY 7, 2011 
 
 

IN THIS MEMO:    
 

ACTION NEEDED 
 
1.  LES Contract Invoices 
 
2.  Otoacoustic Emission (OAE) Equipment and Data Sharing 
Project 
 
3.  ESSO Notice to LESs, Therapists and Other Providers re: 
2011 Medicaid Audit Overpayments – UPDATE 

 
INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 
 
4.  Vacant Position in ESSO Performance Improvement Unit  

 
5.  Recording and Slides from Webinar on June 30, 2011 

 
6.  Archive of Korean Study on Prevalence of Autism:  Findings 
and Implications 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS, MEETINGS, OR TRAININGS  
 
7.  QA Self Assessment Process for 2011-2012 

 
8.  Provider Liaison/Marketing Liaison Conference Call 



9.  CMS National Call for EHR Incentive Program Eligible 
Professionals 

 

10.  Medicaid Training Opportunities Available in Polk County 

 
ACTION NEEDED 

 
1.  LES Contract Invoices 
 
To enable the department to provide ESSO with the amount of Part C grant roll-
forward to include in the allocation methodology, we are requesting that the June 
2011 LES contract invoices be received by the Contract Manager no later than 
Friday, July 15.  This assumes as well that the May 2011 invoice and any other 
monthly outstanding invoices have also been received.   
 
The Final Invoice due date will remain August 31, but the sooner you send it the 
better.   
 
We also request that the 4th Quarterly Expenditure Report be sent as 
soon as possible. 

 
 

2.  Otoacoustic Emission (OAE) Equipment and Data Sharing 
Project 
  
The survey at the link below is for each Local Early Steps to indicate interest in 
receiving an OAE device on loan from the CMS Newborn Screening Unit in exchange 
for sharing any tests you do with the device with Newborn Screening.  Please 
complete the survey by COB July 15.   
  
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/6CQ8BDX 
 

3.  ESSO Notice to LESs, Therapists and Other Providers re: 
2011 Medicaid Audit Overpayments – UPDATE 
(With 6 Attachments) 
 

In addition to last week's notice, which is being repeated in its entirety below, 
please be aware of two updates: 
  



A.  DEADLINE:  None yet, but requests are expected as soon as possible.  Since 
funds will have to be expended from this fiscal year, there will eventually be a hard 
due date, most likely sometime PRIOR to end of this calendar year, and all will be 
notified once established. 
  
B.  SELF AUDITS:  For claims meeting the same criteria, except for being discovered 
through a Provider's self audit and for the period of service between July 1, 2010 
and June 30, 2011, a separate Self Audit Cover Sheet has been created and is 
attached for use with all other instructions. 
  
PROCESS FOR REIMBURSEMENT FOR MEDICAID PROVIDER AUDIT 
OVERPAYMENTS [repeated from last week's ESSO Weekly] 
  
Attention LESs and Early Steps providers:  Because of the value placed on 
partnerships between LESs and providers, and due to the extent of past Medicaid 
billing misunderstandings, ESSO will use IDEA Part C funding to reimburse 
qualifying ES authorized services that resulted in recoupment.  This opportunity 
will be offered for a limited time, and only for those qualifying services between 
April 1, 2006 and June 30, 2011 that are appropriate for Part C as payer of last 
resort and that were identified as overpayments due to "FFS Payments While 
Recipient in HMO".   
  
If this applies to you, please review the following attached documents 
carefully and FOLLOW ALL INSTRUCTIONS completely and promptly: 
  
The attached documents describe:  
(1)   ESSO's process for Part C reimbursement, including  
(2)   A letter to Early Steps providers,  
(3a) Provider Instructions for Requesting Part C Funds (with qualifying criteria),  
(3b) LES/ESSO/CMS Instructions for Processing Requests, and the    
(4)   Required Cover Sheet to complete and submit with each batch of service claims 
(or Self Audit Cover Sheet when appropriate). 
  

 

 
INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 
 
4.  Vacant Position in ESSO Performance Improvement Unit  

    

Requisition ID: 64067616-51164286-20110628134505 

 
Agency: DOH - Health  



Working Title: OPERATIONS REVIEW SPECIALIST Closing Date: 7/11/2011 Location: 
TALLAHASSEE Annual Salary Range: $41,106-$45,652 
 
This is a highly responsible position in the Bureau of Early Steps, Children's Medical 
Services.  Job responsibilities include quality assurance and compliance monitoring 
and provision of technical assistance to local service providers. 
 
Preferred Qualifications: 
Extensive knowledge of federal, state and local programs and policies that impact 
families and young children with disabilities, particularly the requirements of Part C, 
IDEA.  
Expertise in quality assurance monitoring and performance improvement planning.  
Ability to coordinate interagency collaborations and negotiate roles and 
responsibilities.  
Knowledge and experience in applied research and training delivery. 
 
To apply, go to https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com/logon.htm.  

 
5.  Recording and Slides from Webinar on June 30, 2011 
 
To find the recording and slides for last week’s webinar titled “Accessing Hard-to-
Reach Communities:  Innovative Projects by Act Early Teams Utilizing “Learn the 
Signs.  Act Early.” Materials” visit AUCD's WEBINAR LIBRARY. 
 
 

6.  Archive of Korean Study on Prevalence of Autism:  Findings 
and   Implications 
A Webinar from AUCD’s Autism Special Interest Group 
 
This Webinar is in part made possible with support from The Maternal and Child 
Health Bureau and the National Center on Birth Defects and Developmental 
Disabilities at the CDC.  
 
About the Webinar 
The Epidemiology of Autism Spectrum Disorder has long been a matter of interest.  
The particular focus of this interest has been related to the prevalence of this clinical 
syndrome.  Since Autism was identified as a distinct syndrome by Dr. Leo Kanner in 
1942, there has been considerable speculation about the actual prevalence of ASD 
and whether increasing incidence is contributing to the rise in prevalence.  This is 
because studies over the past 40-50 years have reported progressive larger ASD 
prevalence with original rates reported to be 5 cases/10,000 with more later studies 
reporting prevalence ranging from 0.6-1.1%.  More recently, the first complete 
population study of ASD reported a prevalence of 2.64% or 1 in 38.  Initially 
regarded as an astounding large prevalence, careful examination provides 



interesting insights into the phenomenon of ASD and sets the stage for further 
investigations and models for intervention.  We examine autism epidemiology in 
detail and explore its implications for future research and clinical practice. 
 
Speaker:  Bennett Leventhal, M.D. 
Bennett Leventhal, MD is Deputy Director of the Nathan Kline Institute for 
Psychiatric Research as well as Professor and Vice Chair of the Department of Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry at NYU.  An active clinician and investigator, Dr. 
Leventhal is currently studying the epidemiology and genetic epidemiology of ASD.  
 
The archive of this webinar is now posted in AUCD’s Webinar Library.  

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS, MEETINGS, OR TRAININGS  

 
7.  QA Self Assessment Process for 2011-2012 
 

Each LES will receive a copy of the updated Instructions for the QA Self Assessment 
Process 2011-2012, the QA Probes and Criteria 2011-2012, and Worksheet 4 and 
the QA feedback form by July 22, 2011. Two conference calls have been scheduled 
to provide an overview of this years process, discuss changes to the instructions and 
worksheets, offer helpful hints in using the worksheets, and answering questions 
regarding this year's process. Please make plans to participate in one of the 
conference calls. We will develop a Questions & Answers document to share with all.  
The conference call information is listed below. 
 
Wednesday, July 27, 2011     9:30am-10:30am 
Reservations-Plus Dial-In Number:  1-888-808-6959 
Conference Code:  9339119 
 
Thursday, July 28, 2011     3:00pm-4:00pm 
Reservations-Plus Dial-In Number:  1-888-808-6959 
Conference Code:  9339119 

 
 
8.  Provider Liaison/Marketing Liaison Conference Call 
 
The Provider Liaison/Marketing Liaison Conference Call is an opportunity for area 
offices to come together to discuss provider recruitment and retention strategies, 
issues with the provider management system, and marketing and outreach tactics.  
Agendas vary by month, but are all centered around the core concepts of outreach 
to providers and families and issues with credentialing.  



 
The remaining calls for this year are: 
July 21 
September 15 
November 17 
 
All calls are from 10am until 11am. 
 
Dial-In Number:    1-888-808-6959 
Conference Code Number:  2454216 
 

9.  CMS National Call for EHR Incentive Program Eligible 
Professionals 
 
Provider Type(s):  ALL 
There will be another opportunity for providers to learn about the basics of the 
Medicare and Medicaid EHR incentive program. The next national call for eligible 
professionals will be on July 14th from 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. EST.  To register for this 
informative session,  go to http://www.eventsvc.com/palmettogba/071411. 
Registration will close at 1:30 p.m. EST on July 13, 2011, or when available space 
has been filled.  No exceptions will be made, so please be sure to register prior to 
this time. 
 

10.  Medicaid Training Opportunities Available in Polk County 

Provider Type(s):  01, 10, 25 

The Medicaid Area Six Office is now offering Medicaid provider training in Polk 
County in addition to Tampa. Training presentations for CMS 1500 billing, 
MediPass/Child Health Check Up policy, Nursing Facility policy and billing, and 
Hospital policy and billing are available. The training sessions will be held at the 
Department of Children and Families Office located at 1055 Highway 17 North, 
Bartow, FL 33830. 

To download a copy of the Area Six training calendar, please visit www.mymedicaid-
florida.com, click on Area Office 6, and go to the link for Area 6 Provider Training 
Calendar. To register for training sessions, please visit 
http://apps.ahca.myflorida.com/medres/. Click on Bartow, and choose the desired 
training session. 

 


