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HIV Testing Trends Among Men Who Have Sex With Men (MSM)

In late 2007, the Bureau of HIV/AIDS released ‘Out in the Open’ (OIl0), a report highlighting the disproportionate impact of
HIV on MSM and calling for better HIV prevention efforts and interventions targeted to Florida’s MSM. The 2006 Florida HIV
incidence estimates, which were based on a new and more accurate estimation methodology developed by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), were released in November 2008. Over half of Florida’s new infections in 2006 occurred among
MSM, a group that has historically been heavily affected by HIV/AIDS. In this analysis of routinely collected data from the
statewide publicly funded HIV testing program, we focus on testing patterns among MSM (N = 25,552). The data presented here
include both MSM (N = 23,955) and MSM who also use injection drugs (MSM/IDU) (N = 1,597) Combined, these two risk groups
accounted for just 6.9% of HIV tests performed in 2008, but 36.3% of the HIV-positive test results (data not shown).

HIV disproportionately impacts black MSM. In 2008, white MSM had 43.3% of tests but only 32.9% of positives. In contrast,
black MSM accounted for only 24.5% of tests but 37.0% of positive results. Hispanics accounted for 29.8% of the tests and 28.8%
of the positives (data not shown).
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for all other risk groups in Florida. More MSM (56.6%) seek HIV testing at community-based organizations (CBOs) than any other
venue, which affords CBOs an excellent opportunity to provide targeted prevention and empowerment messages in a location their
clients already prefer. County health department (CHD) field visits find and test comparable numbers of MSM (4.3%) and other
risk groups (3.8%).
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Figure 4 shows the number of MSM tested and the number and proportion that tested positive for HIV by testing venue.
Counselors at all venues have the chance to encourage MSM to be tested for HIV, to know their status, and if they are positive,
encourage them to seek treatment and care for themselves as OlO recommends.

For additional information about these HIV data, contact Melissa Cox, or Melinda Waters, or Marlene Lalota, MPH at (850) 245-4336 or visit our website at
www.floridaaids.org



