The Bureau of HIV/AIDS, Prevention Section conducts HIV research, and collects HIV
testing and other prevention program data. Each quarter we share data from these
initiatives in an effort to inform HIV prevention activities throughout the state.
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The Florida Department of Health (DOH), Bureau of HIV/AIDS, is committed to addressing HIIV/AIDS among incarcerated
populations. More than 95% of incarcerated men and women will eventually return to their communities, so it's important that
we provide HIV-infected inmates with interventions that will help them reenter society with optimal health and a clear
understanding of how to avoid transmitting the virus to others. The corrections program includes two programs for inmates in
Florida’s county jails and prisons. The Jail Linkage Program spans 17 county health departments that provide testing and
transitional services (linkages) in their respective county jails. The Pre-Release Planning Program (PRPP), which began in
1999, links HIV-infected prison inmates to the HIV/AIDS care system and social services to ensure a continuum of care as
they return to their communities. In 2008, the PRPP evolved to include a community linkage coordinator (CLC) position,
responsible for ensuring that inmates returning to Broward and Miami-Dade counties receive follow-up services, and a
community contact to assist with their needs upon release.

In 2009, the Jail Linkage Programs tested 35,717 inmates for HIV and identified 348 positives for an overall positivity rate of
1%. Of the 27,192 male inmates tested for HIV,
238 were positive, while 110 of the 8,525 female

Figure 1. Total HIV Tests by County, 2009
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care referrals was lower, at 67.4%.

The PRPP served 1,000 HIV-infected inmates. The distribution
by race/ethnicity and gender of these inmates is shown in Figure
2. Of the 1,000 inmates who received services, 802 had medical

Figure 2. Inmates Served by Race/Ethnicity and
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and/or social service appointments scheduled by a pre-release
planner. Of those inmates with scheduled appointments, 64.3%
kept their initial appointment scheduled by the planner.
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From January through December 2009, the CLC provided
linkage services to 267 inmates returning to one of the two south
Florida counties. The overall medical care compliance rate for
clients who worked with the CLC was 76% compared to the
overall compliance rate of 64.3% for standard pre-release

Black Female
12%

planning program clients. It is evident that the CLC has made a
significant impact on the continuity of care for inmates returning to Broward and Miami-Dade counties.

Overall, the Corrections Program continues to increase the number of tests and linkages. We will continue to identify and

meet the needs of HIV-infected incarcerated populations as we promote continuity of medical care for ex-offenders and
education to encourage risk reduction strategies upon their release.

For additional information about these HIV data, contact Nita Harrelle, or Marlene Lalota, MPH at (850) 245-4336 or visit our website at www.floridaaids.org
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