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Update on Florida’s Rapid HIV Testing Program

In July 2003, the first rapid HIV testing program was implemented in the Duval County jail. The rapid HIV test is a
screening test that produces very quick results, usually in 20-40 minutes, depending on the type of testing device
used. It can be performed using whole blood through finger stick or venipuncture or with an oral specimen. Itis
extremely accurate and non-reactive (negative) results are final. Reactive results must be confirmed by a standard
HIV test, which can be done using blood or OraSure.

Figure 1 shows that in 2006, 54,645 tests were
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publicly funded HIV testing occurred in the health

department. Over time, HIV testing became a routine procedure in more and more situations outside of the health
department. Almost 15,000 rapid tests have been conducted in CHD STD clinics, where the positivity rate was
4.8% (Table 1). Approximately 30% of rapid tests were conducted in jails and close to 40% were done in CBO’s;
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valuable in jails, where inmates are often released and lost to follow-up before traditional test results are available.
Rapid testing is an important part of ongoing efforts to increase access and availability of HIV testing and
counseling services among high-risk populations, and will continue to increase the proportion of HIV-infected
persons in Florida who know their status.

For additional information about these HIV data, contact Melissa Cox, or Marlene Lalota, MPH, at (850) 245-4424 or SunCom 205-4424, or visit our
website at www.doh.state.fl.us.



