The Bureau of HIV/IAIDS, Prevention Section conducts HIV research, and collects HIV
at a Glance testing and other prevention program data. Each quarter we share data from these
initiatives in an effort to inform HIV prevention activities throughout the state.
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HIV Testing Trends Among Hispanics in Florida

According to the 2008 Census estimates, Hispanics represent 21% of Florida’s overall population. During that same year,
Hispanics comprised 24.5% of the HIV tests conducted in Florida’s publicly funded testing facilities and 19.9% of the positive
tests. By comparison in the 2000 Census, Hispanics accounted for 16.8% of the population, 14.5% of HIV tests and 13.0% of
the positive tests. Between the census taken in 2000 and the most recent estimate in 2008, Florida’s Hispanic population
increased by 43.3% while HIV testing among Hispanics increased 156.0% and their proportion of positive tests increased by
67.1%. Our last report from October 2005 on HIV testing trends among Hispanics looked at the years 2002 through 2004.
This report covers 2004 through 2008.

Figure 1 shows testing numbers and positivity rates by sex. Statewide,
testing numbers have increased for both men and women while the

Figure 1. Hispanic HIV Testing and Positivity Rates by Sex, Florida, 2004 - 2008
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Figure 3A shows the proportion of HIV tests and Figure 3B shows the proportion of positive HIV tests by age group in

2008. Each age group follows the statewide trend of increased testing over time with decreasing positivity rates (data not
shown). While the 20-29 age group had the
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Overall, testing trends among Hispanics have
increased over time. But with a fast growing
population, continued efforts need to be made to reach Hispanics with culturally appropriate prevention messages and
interventions as well as continued counseling and testing outreach.
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For additional information about these HIV data, contact Melissa Cox, Melinda Waters, or Marlene LalLota, MPH at (850) 245-4336 or visit our website at www.floridaaids.org



