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! Diphtheria

Merlin reporting code = 03290
Case report form (CRF): Diphtheria Worksheet
PAPER CRF REQUIRED

Clinical description
An upper-respiratory tract illness characterized by sore throat; low-grade fever; and an adherent
membrane of the tonsil(s), pharynx, or nose (pseudomembrane).

Laboratory criteria for case classification

e Isolation of Corynebacterium diphtheriae from the nose or throat
OR

e Histopathologic diagnosis of diphtheria.

Case classification

Confirmed:

e A clinically compatible illness (pseudomembrane must be present) in a person with laboratory
evidence

OR

e A clinically compatible iliness (pseudomembrane must be present) in a person who is
epidemiologically linked to a confirmed case.

Probable:
A clinically compatible iliness (pseudomembrane must be present).

Comments
Respiratory disease caused by non-toxigenic C. diphtheriae should be reported as diphtheria.

All C. diphtheriae isolates, regardless of association with disease, must be sent to the
Bureau of Public Health Laboratories.

Questions about diphtheria follow-up should be directed to the Department of Health Immunization
Program at (850) 245-4342.
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