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B Hepatitis A

Merlin reporting code = 07010
Case report form (CRF): Viral Hepatitis CRF
MERLIN EXTENDED DATA REQUIRED

Clinical description

An acute illness with a) discrete onset of symptoms and either b) jaundice or elevated serum
aminotransferase levels (ALT or AST). Symptoms most commonly include fever, headache, malaise,
anorexia, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, and abdominal discomfort, followed in a few days by jaundice.

Clinical criteria for case classification

Confirmatory:
Discrete onset of symptoms and

o Either jaundice
OR
o Elevated ALT or AST.

Presumptive:
Discrete onset of symptoms.

Laboratory criteria for case classification
Positive IgM antibody to hepatitis A virus (anti-HAV).

Case classification
Confirmed:

e A person with confirmatory clinical criteria and laboratory evidence
OR

e A person with confirmatory clinical criteria who is epidemiologically linked to a confirmed case (i.e.,
household or sexual contact with an infected person during the 15-50 days before the onset of
symptoms).

Probable:
A person with presumptive clinical criteria with laboratory evidence in the absence of another known
cause.

Comments
Report liver enzyme results for all cases where these are available.
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