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Hepatitis C, Chronic 
 
Merlin reporting code = 07054 
Case report form (CRF): Viral Hepatitis CRF 
MERLIN EXTENDED DATA REQUIRED 

 
Clinical description 
Persons with chronic hepatitis C may have no evidence of liver disease or may have a spectrum of 
disease ranging from chronic hepatitis to cirrhosis or liver cancer. Most persons with chronic infection 
are asymptomatic. 

 
Laboratory criteria for case classification 

Confirmatory: 
One of the following: 

 Positive nucleic acid test (NAT) for HCV RNA (including quantitative, qualitative, or genotype 
testing) 

 Positive HCV recombinant immunoblot assay (HCV RIBA)  

 Positive HCV antigen(s) test (if and when an FDA-approved test for HCV antigen(s) is available) 
 
And both of the following: 

 Absence of negative NAT for HCV RNA, if done, AND 

 Absence of negative HCV antigen(s) test (if and when an FDA-approved test for HCV antigen(s) is 
available), if done. 

 
Presumptive: 
HCV antibody (anti-HCV) positive and both of the following: 

 Absence of negative NAT for HCV RNA, if done 

 Absence of negative HCV antigen(s) test (if and when an FDA-approved test for HCV antigen(s) is 
available), if done. 

 

Case classification 
Confirmed:  
A person with confirmatory laboratory evidence that does not meet the case definition for acute 
hepatitis C. 
 
Probable:  
A person with presumptive laboratory evidence that 
does not meet the case definition for acute hepatitis 
C. 
 

Notes  

See graphic for additional information related to the 
serological course of disease. 
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