January 2016

! Tularemia (Francisella tularensis)

Merlin reporting code = 02190
Case report form (CRF): Tularemia Case Investigation Report
PAPER CRF REQUIRED

Clinical description

An illness characterized by several distinct forms, including:

Fever (>38°C) AND one or more of the following:

e Ulceroglandular: Cutaneous ulcer with regional lymphadenopathy
Glandular: Regional lymphadenopathy with no ulcer

Oculoglandular: Conjunctivitis with preauricular lymphadenopathy
Oropharyngeal: Cervical lymphadenopathy and stomatitis or pharyngitis
Intestinal: Intestinal pain, vomiting, and diarrhea

Pneumonic: Pleuropneumonitis or hilar lymphadenopathy

Typhoidal: Febrile iliness without early localizing signs and symptoms

Laboratory criteria for case classification

Confirmatory:

e |solation of Francisella tularensis from a clinical specimen

OR

e Fourfold or greater change in serum antibody titer to Francisella tularensis antigen.

Presumptive:

e Elevated serum antibody titer(s) to F. tularensis antigen (without documented fourfold or greater
change) in a patient with no history of tularemia vaccination

OR

o Detection of F. tularensis in a clinical specimen by fluorescent assay.

Case classification
Confirmed:
A clinically compatible illness in a person with confirmatory laboratory evidence.

Probable:
A clinically compatible illness in a person with presumptive laboratory evidence.

Comments
Follow up with laboratory staff to identify any possible exposures.

Clinical diagnosis is supported by evidence or history of a tick or deerfly bite, exposure to tissues of a
mammalian (rodent, rabbit, hare, etc.) host of F. tularensis, or exposure to potentially contaminated
water, laboratory exposure or resident or recent travel to a F. tularensis endemic state (Arkansas,
Missouri, Montana, Oklahoma or South Dakota).

Specimens or isolates from all cases must be sent to the Bureau of Public Health
Laboratories for confirmation. This condition has been identified as a potential bioterrorism
agent by the CDC.
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