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Draft Minutes of the Meeting held at the Southwood Office Complex, Tallahassee, FL 
September 11, 2013 

In attendance:   

 Committee Members and Alternates:  
In person:  

 Bill Melton (member, Consumer)  
Via teleconference:  

 Quentin (Bob) Beitel (member, Real Estate Profession)  
 Taylor Brown (alternate, Division of Environmental Health)  
 Wayne (W.B.) Crotty (member, Septic Tank Industry) 
 Paul Davis (member, Division of Environmental Health) 
 Craig Diamond (member, Environmental Interest Group) 
 Carl Ludecke (vice-chairman, member, Home Building Industry) 
 Bob Himschoot (alternate, Septic Tank Industry) 
 Jim Peters (alternate, Professional Engineer) 
 Clay Tappan (chairman, member, Professional Engineer) 

Absent members and alternates:   
 Ed Dion (alternate, Home Building Industry) 
 John Dryden (alternate, State University System) 
 Nancy Gallinaro (alternate, Local Government) 
 Tom Higginbotham (alternate, Division of Environmental Health) 
 Geoff Luebkemann (member, Restaurant Industry)  
 Tony Macaluso (alternate, Real Estate Profession)  
 Susan McKinley (alternate, Restaurant Industry) 
 Eanix Poole (alternate, Consumer)  
 David Richardson (member, Local Government)  
 John Schert (member, State University System) 

 Visitors:  
In person:   

 Damann Anderson (Hazen and 
Sawyer) 

 Charles Gauthier (DEP) 
 Rick Hicks (DEP) 

 Josefin Hirst (Hazen and Sawyer) 
 Johnny Richardson (Leon County) 
 Daniel Smith (AET) 

Via teleconference:   
 Ann-Marie Norman 
 Alice Berkley (Orange County 

Commissioner Brummer’s office) 
 Stephen Cioccia (DEP) 
 Rick Hicks (DEP) 
 Josefin Hirst (Hazen and Sawyer) 

 Sean McGlynn 
 Andrea Samson 
 Patti Sanzone 
 Shannin Speas-Frost 
 Jonathan Till (Rep. Bryan Nelson’s office) 
 Pam Tucker

 Department of Health (DOH), Onsite Sewage Program Section:  
In person:  

 Eberhard Roeder, Professional Engineer 
 Elke Ursin, Environmental Health Program Consultant  
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1. Introductions – Seven out of ten groups were present, representing a quorum.  The groups that 

were not represented were local governments, the state university system, and the restaurant 
industry.  Vice Chairman Ludecke called the meeting to order shortly after 1 p.m.  The agenda was 
outlined, introductions were made, and some housekeeping issues were discussed.   

 
2. Discussion on Draft Passive Nitrogen Reduction Strategies Phase II Report for the Nitrogen 

Study – Elke Ursin gave a brief overview of the overall nitrogen study and then introduced Damann 
Anderson, the contract provider for the project to provide a discussion on the draft report for the 
results of phase II of the passive nitrogen reduction strategies study.  Mr. Anderson presented a 
background of the project, summarized the results, outlined the next steps, and responded to any 
questions and answers. The work was done as a follow-up on the promising results of phase I of 
this work performed under a previous contract.  The results of this work will provide design 
guidelines for the full-scale systems installed at actual home sites in another task for the project.  
He described the test facility set-up and construction, the various nitrification media used, the 
process groups established for the study, and the monitoring frequency.  The results were given for 
each process group.  The next steps are to use the results to guide the design for the full-scale 
systems.  There were several questions asked during the presentation.  Comments on the report 
are due on September 19, 2013 and are to be emailed to Elke Ursin.  Paul Davis congratulated Mr. 
Anderson on a great report that has national implications. 
 

3. Task Updates and Discussion on Potential Nitrogen Study Contract Amendments – Damann 
Anderson presented on the current project status.  He went through the major project tasks:  Task A 
–Pilot scale passive nitrogen systems, Task B –Full-scale passive nitrogen systems, Task C –Soil 
and groundwater monitoring, and Task D –Modeling of nitrogen in the soil and groundwater.  Within 
each of the major project tasks he outlined what work has been completed, what work is in 
progress, and what work still needs to get started.  Mr. Anderson said that there are several 
changes that will be proposed in an upcoming contract amendment to be discussed at the next 
meeting.  Elke Ursin presented on the 2013-2014 legislative session results for the project.  Funds 
in the amount of $700,000 were provided for this fiscal year.  The funds are to be spent on field 
monitoring performance and cost of technologies, sampling of the soil and groundwater, refinement 
of the nitrogen models, final reporting, and that a final report on the project is to be submitted when 
the project is done.  A table was shown outlining the funding history and required funding that is 
subject to legislative appropriation. 

 
4. Other Business – No other business was presented.   

 
5. Public Comment – The public were allowed to comment throughout the meeting.   

 
6. Closing Comments, Next Meeting, and Adjournment – The next RRAC meeting will be 

determined in the future to discuss any contract amendments for the nitrogen study.  Bill Melton 
made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Quentin Beitel.  The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

 


