
STATE OF FLORIDA 
BOARD OF NURSING Mvtr Agency Clerk 

IN RE: PETITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMENT 

HELEN M. SERPA. R.N. 

RNAL ORDER 

This matter came before the Board of Nursing on Februsry 7,2002, in Miami, 

Florida, for consideration of th0 referenced Petltion for Decleratory Statement. The Notice 

of Petitinn for Declaratory Statemem was published on ~uly'27, 2001, in the Vd. 27, No. 

30, in the Florida Administrative Weekly, 

The petition filed by HELEN M. SERPA inquired as to whether it is  wlthin the scope 

of practice for a registered nurse to  perform laser treatments for vascular fusions and hair 

removal with B Medilas D Skin Pulse Laser. 

m N G $  OF FACTS 

1. The Petitioner, a registered nurse, Is employed at Jupitar Plastic Surgery Center 

whera she asrrst9 physiclsns In office based surgeries as well as performing loser 

trestments for vascular lesions and hair removal wkh s MediIas D Skin Pulse Gser. 

, 2. The Petitioner p.etforms such treatments under the suparvisiofi'of a lieensod 
. - 

physician and U S B ~ T ~ B  that s h  has h e n  trained In the use of Iaseys, 
. . .- 

CQNCLVSJONS OF LAW 

3. The Board of Nursing has authority to issue this final Order pursuant to Saction 

120,565, Florida Stmutes. 

4. Seetl~n M . Q O 3 ,  Florida Stmutes, outlines the scope of practice for registered 

nW6%8 and mads in pan as follows: 



(3)(a) "Practice of professional nursing" means the performance of 
those acts requiring substantial specialized knowledge, judgment, 
end nursing skill based upon applied principles of psychological, 
biological, physical, and sociaT sciences which shall include, but not 
be limited to: 

1. The observation, nssessment, nursing dragnosis, planning, 
intervention, and evaluation of care; health teaching mnd counseling 
of the ill, injured, or infirm; and the promotion of wellness, maintenance 
of health, and prevention of illness of others. 

2. The administration of medications and treatments 8s prescribed or 
authorized by a duly licensed prmctitioner authorized by the laws of this 
state to  prescribe such medi ations and treatments. 

3. The supervision anu teaching of other personrml in the theow and 
performance of any of the above acts. 

5. While Section 484.003 does not address laser treatment procedures, Chapter 

478, Florida Statutes, specifically nddressas rhe use- of hair removal with lasers. Section 

478.42(5) mads as follows: 

"Ekctmlysis or eleetrotogy" means the permanent removal of hair . 
by destroying the hair-producing cells of the skin and vascular system, 
using equipment and devices approved by the board which have been 
cleared by and registered with the Unlred States Food and Drug 
Adrninistratlon and that are used pursuant t o  protocols approved by 
the board. 

6. The laser device used by the Petitioner, the Medilas,D Skin Pulse Laser, is 

approved by tha Board of Medicine under Rule 8488-56.002, Florida ~dminist&ive Code. 

7. Section 478.49I11, Florida Statutes, reads as follows: - 
. . .. 

No person mey precitice elactrdogy or hold herself or himself out 
as an elactrologist it.  this atate unlmss the person has beenissued a 
license by the departrnem and holds an active license pursuant to  the requirements 
of this chapter. 

S. When using laser dtrvicas for the purpose d removing hair, the person 

performing such a function must k 0 lice& as m eleetrolwist under Chapter 478, 

Fiorida Statutes, and must work under protocols mpptwed by the Board of Medicine. 



9. Section 478.54, Florida Statutes, exempts medical doctors, ost~opathie 

physicians, and students from spprwed electrolysis training programs from the licensure 

rsquiremems of Chapter 478, but fails to provide such an exemption to registered nuraes 

licensed pursuant to Chapter 464, Florida Statutes. - 

f 0. Based on the foregoing, registered nurses may not perform hair removal 

procedures wlth a lasmr device mlass the nurse is licensed pursuant to Chapter 478, 

noride Statutes. 

11. As to the issue involving the- use of laser devices to treat vascular lesions, the 

Board determined that it could not provide a response to the petitioner due to insufficient 

information regarding administration of the procedure In question. Therefore, the- Board of 

Nursing declines to issue a declaratory statement In response to vascular lesion inquiry. 

This Finat Order shall become effective upon filing with the Clerk of the Department 

of Health. 

DOME AND aRD€REb this day of rybrw! ,2002. 

BOARD OF WRSINO 

Dan CobFe \ 
. ,": - , 

Executive ~ire$,br - .  *- 

NOTICE OF APPEAL RIGHTS 

Pursuant to % d o n  120.689, Florida Statutes, Respondents rn hemby notified that 

tRay may appeal this nnal Ordsr by firing one copy of a notice of appael with the Clerk of 

the Depsrhnmt of Health and the filing fss and one copy of a notice of appeal with the 

Dlstrict C m  d Appeal within 30 days of the dew this Final Order is filed. 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CE~TIFY that a t r u ~  and wtrect copy DC the foregoing has been furnished 

by U. S. Mail to Helen M. Serpa, 175 Tonay Penna Drive, Sulte 201, Jupiter, Florida 

33458 and Edward A. Tellechaa, Assistant Attorney General, PkOl  The Capitol, 

Tallahassee, Florida 3239-1050, on this . s ' ~  day of , C J Y ) & & c L  
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Ruth stithl, M,, PhD. 
Emcutive D i o r  
'Board of Nursing 
4080 Woodpock Dr. 
Suite 202 
Jacksonville, FL 322M 

Re. Petition for Dtcbtory Stat-t before the fjd&dof~wsing 

f am n Regktmd Nwe, First Assistant k ' ced  in the date o f  Fbrida. For 
rht psi eifitcch years I wu cmployed at Palm Beach Oardm Medical Center 
in Palm Beach Gardens. Florida, serving as a first usistant at ntrgery fat the 
hfi ten years, since mchjeving that certification My sptcialry was opcn heart 
w e r y ,  whert I: regularly perfomsad ruch cornplm, technical tssks ns fhc 
harvtstihg of veins, providing hcmoxtat~ by clanrping blood W W ~ %  
coagulating bkding  points, b e t b i g  d ligating vesstb, and closing kg 
wounds. I a h  provided expasum with the we c-f nppro+te btnunmts, 
retractors, mnbning. d wnging twhiqm rt the chest site. I wistcd wih 
the placement of aortic and atrium cannulas to place th -mien\ on . 
cardiopulmonary bypass. I closed the &st farcia, subcurwl is  tissue d 
skh as dueckd by the surgwa I &a assisted with wrious wwlu #urgerits 
including rbdonht aortic armqsms, t%m-pop bypass, lokctomics, clc. 

I 

Nar~rmuin l :  1 heentlp mired from thiu ratha rttsssfil mdk'bnd now am a put-tim 
mAGIPda employee of R o b  A. 8yk.25, M.D., who, M indiutbd on tbi4 letterhead, is a 

pluric surgean. At Jupiter PWi Surgery Ctnttr, I mbt the phrrician iR 
Rna*nmb klrknrpfiec-based mgtriy ss wtll us the pxfbmtancc of b~ WPtrnents Br 

b t r p d n  vascular lesioions ad Lt remval. with a M d i h  D SkimPuLa be;, 

Skin C m e  It ww -1y brought ?o my Ittudkn tbt the B d  of ~ c d i c i n t  h~ n!kd 
h Rrririsnr . thst Ohfy t h O ~  RegiStctrd N m  wilh lddiional &Eation at NW 
furio. stCIMvJ PrlElifiom or Physician"6 histants  arc d l 0 4  10 do this mil of wrL.  I 

ti* I)lt Ntmhg Pra ic t  Act, DcTmitins, #4&.OW. As I have k n  t m h d  

I- WUt h rht USE of lastrs, md work undtr tlm aupcnision of a physician. I klicve 
Vdn Thmp)r 

a t  mch treatments should hll within tht xopc of my ability to --I#. 



I do not want to @pardkc my license nor h t  of m]i physician; thcrcfote, I 
WUM npprrciate your opinion on this matter. T h d i i g  yau m advance for 
pur prompt response to th b qucrt, I remain 

Hekn M. S e m  RN., tN,O.R, RN.F.A. 
Florida LIeease #I335952 


