
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CREDITING COMMERCIAL COMBINATION FOOD PRODUCTS 

Main dish combination products that are commercially processed, such as ravioli, beef 
stew, spaghetti with meat sauce, egg rolls, pizza, chicken nuggets, fish sticks, etc., must 
contain a CN Label or Manufacturer’s Analysis Sheet to show that the product contains 
sufficient quantities of meat/meat alternate, grains/breads, and/or vegetables/fruit to meet 
the meal pattern. Otherwise, it may not be counted towards a reimbursable meal. 

Example of a CN Label: 
CN 

000000 

five .875 oz. breaded fish nuggets with APP
 
provides 2.0 oz. equivalent meat/meat alternate 


and 1 serving of bread alternate for the Child 
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CN 

For a detailed explanation of CN Labeling visit the USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) 
website at www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/CNlabeling/. 

Manufacturer’s Analysis Sheet (or Product Analysis Sheet): 

 Can be obtained by calling the 1-800 number on the packaging of the food item 
 Can usually be faxed or mailed from them to you 
 Will differ from food manufacturer to food manufacturer 
 Must contain a statement about the amount of meat/meat alternate, grain/bread, and/or 

vegetable or fruit component per serving 
 Must be signed by an official of the manufacturer, not a salesperson 

If a CN Label or Manufacturer’s Analysis Sheet Cannot Be Obtained: 

A processed combination food may be used if another creditable ingredient is added in 
sufficient quantity to meet the meal pattern. 

The added ingredient must: 
1. Be sufficient on its own to meet the meal pattern requirement, and  
2. Be one of the ingredients already in the processed combination food or typically 

associated with the food being served. For example, beef chunks could be added 
to canned stew, ground beef could be added to spaghetti sauce, or shredded 
cheese could be added to pizza. 

*For your use in determining serving sizes, a CN Label and Manufacturer Analysis 
Calculator is available on our website. 
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