
Team member trainings are offered
several times each year. E-mail us
today for dates of our next training:
DisasterBehaviorialHealthResponse
@doh.state.fl.us

Have you
ever wanted
to help people
recover from a
disaster?

The Florida Crisis Consortium
has developed Behavioral
Health Response Teams who
assist in the aftermath of
disaster.

Find out how you can make a
difference in peoples’ lives.

Disaster behavioral health team members preparing for mass fatality drill.

Disaster behavioral health team members training at State Emergency
Operations Center.

Reach out—

Andrea Booher/FEMA



What does it take to join?
The Disaster Behavioral Response Teams are made up of
volunteers with various backgrounds: mental health,
emergency services, health care, spiritual care, law
enforcement, administration and management. All these
people have 4 things in common: 

1. Willingness and flexibility to deploy in-state with 24-hour
notice

2. Willingness to be available for 7-day deployments in
Florida when disaster strikes

3. Training in Psychological First Aid, FEMA online training
on incident command (IS100, IS200, IS700).

4. Time to commit to an initial team member training, an
annual training and bi-monthly conference calls.

How to get started
E-mail E-mail DisasterBehaviorialHealthResponse
@doh.state.fl.us to receive the team application. Complete
it and e-mail, fax or mail it back. 

Attend Attend the initial team member training which is
held several times each year. Candidates will be assessed
during the training for disaster response competency prior
to acceptance and credentialing. 

Florida Disaster Behavioral Health
Response Team
Following the major 2004 hurricanes, it became evident
that Florida needed to fortify its Disaster Behavioral Health
response and integrate it with the overall emergency
management system. The goal was to develop a
comprehensive Disaster Behavioral Health deployment plan
that could be mobilized to assist both survivors and
responders. In 2005, the Florida Crisis Consortium (FCC)
was developed to build and sustain the plan and the
Disaster Behavioral Health Response Teams were
established. 

Today, more than 100 motivated volunteers from around
the state have been trained to answer this call to action. 

What do the teams do on
deployments?
Provide a global assessment of the behavioral health
needs of both survivors and responders in the impacted
area as requested by the local Emergency Operations
Center.

Coordinate behavioral health response, including
monitoring real time data on delivery of services and
ensuring continued communication to both local and state
emergency operations centers.

Mitigate the psychological consequences of the disaster
by providing information, psychological first aid, and
resources/referrals.

We are looking for people who have the time, disposition and
ability to deploy in-state for seven days at a time and provide
Psychological First Aid to survivors and responders of disasters.
When you deploy, you will become temporary employees of
Florida Department of Health. You will be covered by workers’
compensation and for liability. 

You can help.
Jocelyn Augustino/FEMA
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