SPECIAL NEEDS SHELTERS
Definition of A Person with Special Needs and 

Special Needs Shelter (SpNS) Eligibility Guidelines
1) A person with special needs is someone, who during periods of evacuation or emergency, requires sheltering assistance, due to physical impairment, mental impairment, cognitive impairment, or sensory disabilities, that exceeds the basic level of care provided at a general population shelter, but does not require the level of care provided at a skilled medical facility.  A person with special needs is not a person residing in a facility required by state law to have an evacuation and emergency management plan for natural and man-made disasters.  

2) Eligibility guidelines for Special Needs Shelter client may include, but not limited to:

a) A person with a stable medical condition that requires periodic observation, assessment, and maintenance (i.e. glucose readings, vital signs, ostomy care, urinary catheter) 

b) A person requiring periodic wound care assistance (i.e. dressing changes).  

c) A person with limitations that requires assistance with activities of daily living

d) A person requiring and needing assistance with oral, subcutaneous or intramuscular injectable, or topical medication

e) A person requiring minimal assistance with ambulation, position change and transfer (i.e. able to move more than 100 feet with or without an assistive device) 

f) A person requiring oxygen that can be manually supplied

g) A person medically dependent on uninterrupted electricity for therapies including but not limited to oxygen, nebulizer, and feeding tubes.  Ventilator dependent persons and persons with multiple special needs requiring a higher level of care, may need to be referred to a skilled medical facility

h) A person with mental or cognitive limitations requiring assistance who is accompanied by an appropriate fulltime caregiver for the duration of their stay in the shelter

i) A person requiring fulltime care who is accompanied by an appropriate fulltime caregiver for the duration of their stay in the shelter

j) A person whose weight does not exceed the safety weight restrictions of provided cots.  

k) A person who can be safely transferred and does not require specialty lifting or transferring equipment.  A person requiring a stretcher to be transported may need to be referred to a higher skilled medical facility

3) Every reasonable effort shall be made to avoid admitting a person with a known communicable condition.
4) Counties with special needs shelters with resources that can safely accept a person exceeding the above criteria may choose to do so.

SPECIAL NEEDS SHELTERS - LEVELS OF CARE 

Examples of Eligibility Guidelines
	Condition
	Level By Shelter Type

	
	American Red Cross (ARC)

General Shelter
	Special Needs Shelter 
(SpNS)
	Medical Management Facility (Hospital or Nursing Home)

	Alzheimer’s Disease/Dementia
	Early
	Progressive
	Advanced/Total Care

	Ambulation (walker, cane, crutches, wheelchair)

· Arthritis

· Osteoporosis

· Parkinson’s Disease

· Multiple Sclerosis

· Muscular Dystrophy

· Neuromuscular Disorders
	ü
	Assistance required 
	Bedridden

	Aphasia (difficulty communicating)
	ü
	Combined with other conditions
	

	Cardiac abnormalities
	Stable
	Controlled
	Unstable

	Contagious diseases or infection

*MRSA
	
	Consult with local CHD
	ü

	Dialysis
	ü
	Combined with other conditions
	

	Diabetes/Hyperglycemia
	Insulin and diet controlled
	Requires assistance
	

	Eating and swallowing disorders
	ü
	Require assistance/ Tube feeding
	

	Ileostomy/Colostomy
	ü
	Combined with other conditions
	

	Neurological Deficit
	
	ü
	Incoherent/Total care

	Psychosis
	Controlled
	Requires caregiver
	Uncontrolled

	Respiratory
· Asthma/Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD)

· Emphysema
	ü
	Oxygen Dependent
	Ventilator Dependent

	Seizures
	Controlled
	Medication assistance required
	Uncontrolled

	Sleep Apnea
	Not-mechanically dependent
	Mechanically dependent
	

	Wheelchair Transferable
	Mobile with minimal assistance
	Wheelchair bound with complicating conditions
	

	Wounds

*MRSA
	Uncomplicated
	Open draining wounds, dressing changes, complicated treatments
	


*-Wounds infected with MRSA are not appropriate for General or Special Needs Shelters
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