Hepatitis B Serology Nomenclature

Test
Hepatitis B Surface Antigen

Synonyms

HAA
HBsAg
Hepatitis-associated Antigen

Test Definition

Surface antigen usually appears in the
serum after an incubation period of 1 to 6
months following exposure to Hepatitis B
virus (HBV) and peaks shortly after onset
of symptoms. It typically disappears
within 1 to 3 months. Persistence of
Hepatitis B surface antigen for greater
than 6 months is a prognostic indicator of
chronic Hepatitis B infection.

Hepatitis B Surface Antibody

Anti-HBs

Antibody to Hepatitis B
Surface Antigen

HBsAB
Hepatitis Bs Antibody

A marker of immunity. The presence
of anti-HBs is an indicator of clinical
recovery and subsequent immunity to
HBV. Can also represent an immune
response to vaccination.

Hepatitis B Core Antibody, Total

Anti-HBc

Antibody to Hepatitis B Core
Antigen

Core Antibody
HBcADb, Total

A nonspecific marker of acute, chronic,
or resolved HBV infection. Its presence
indicates previous exposure to HBV.

Hepatitis Be Antibody

Anti-HBe

Antibody to Hepatitis Be
antigen

HBeAb

May be present in an infected or immune
person. In persons with chronic HBV
infection, its presence suggests a low
viral titer and low degree of infectivity.

Hepatitis B Core Antibody, IgM

Anti-HBc, IgM
Antibody to Hepatitis B Core
Antigen, IgM

Indicates recent infection with HBV
(within the last 6 months).

* HBcADb, IgM
Hepatitis Be Antigen * HBeAg A marker of a high degree of HBV
infectivity. It correlates with a high level
of HBV replication. It is used to help
determine the clinical management of
patients with chronic HBV infection.
Hepatitis B Virus DNA + HBV-DNA A marker of viral replication. It correlates

well with infectivity. It is used to assess
and monitor the treatment of patients with
chronic HBV infection.
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