
Information Clearinghouse on Developmental Disabilities Advisory Council 
Meeting Minutes 

 
October 21, 2014 
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 

 
Florida Department of Health 

2585 Bald Cypress Way, Room 345Q 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 

 
 
 
Members Present by Dial-in Conference Call Line: Janet Caramello, Camille Gardiner, 
Kristine Benson, Dr. Carlos Pozzi 

 
Members Not Present: Dr. Janet Flowers, Dr. Ricardo Ayala, Ryan Tyson 

 
Others Present: Anna Simmons, David Blodgett, Khristen Holmes, Rhonda Brown, Sarah 
Beard, Lou Ann Long, Ashley Anderson (Agency for Persons with Disabilities), Gary Williams 

 
I. Welcome and Roll Call – Anna Simmons 
Anna welcomed everyone to the call and took attendance. The meeting did not achieve a 
quorum therefore voting items were tabled until the next meeting. 

 
II. Approval of Minutes – Janet Caramello 
The approval of the meeting minutes from the previous meeting was tabled. 

 
 
III. New Business – Janet Caramello 
Janet will draft a letter for Anna to distribute to the council members to encourage attendance. 

 
 
Kris submitted a council name suggestion, “Florida Council on Developmental Disabilities 
Information”. The council members agreed to add the suggestion to the list and vote on a 
council name at the next meeting. 

 
IV. Review of Website Updates – David Blodgett 
David presented the updates that were made to the website.  A gradient was added to the title 
banner to help it stand out more on the page. Web buttons for “Prenatal Diagnosis” and 
“Postnatal Diagnosis” were previewed and the best location on the page was discussed.  David 
recommended having the website live by the end of the year and resources will continue to be 
added over time. 

 
Kris submitted additional resources to David for the website.  The group discussed having the 
focus more general than predominantly focused on Down syndrome.  Kris suggested having the 
council members submit quotes to be used on the website to give a warmer tone for visitors. 



David will make the suggested changes to the website and present them at the next meeting. 
The group discussed their ideas for displaying highlighted and secondary resources and 
predominate resources.  The group felt a highlighted resource should be included on the 
introductory page.  A predominant resource could be towards the top of the page and 
highlighted or blocked off in some way.  Secondary resources would be located towards the 
bottom of the page.  David suggested having thumbnails with a description for about 3-4 
predominate resources and the council members agreed. 

 
V. Sharing of External Website Reviews 
Kris and Janet shared some website review forms with the group.  Camille will email the 
Regional Down Syndrome Organizations in Florida and ask for a short description of their 
services and list of counties served to add to the resource list. The information will be submitted 
to Anna. Janet would like to remove her version of the website review for “Lettercase” and use 
the one drafted by Kris since it is more detailed. 

 
VI. Next Steps 

- Kris will rewrite the introductory pages for David. 
- David will revise pages with links of resources. 
- Anna will email the website reviews that she has collected to Kris. Kris will then compile 

a comprehensive master list of the websites that are predominant, secondary or should 
be highlighted. 

- Camille will contact the Regional Down Syndrome Organizations in Florida for 
information to include on the website. 

- Janet will draft a letter and submit to Anna regarding council attendance. 
- Anna will email the council members a reminder for the next council meeting, including 

the Next Steps. 
- Kris suggested the group find additional state resources on a variety of developmental 

disabilities. Anna will develop a list with the links that she receives. 
- Carlos will continue working on his previous Next Step assignments. 

 
 
VII. Adjourn – Janet Caramello 

 
 
*Next Meeting Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. EST 

 
 
*Note the meeting day has been changed to Monday for the November meeting. 


