NEW UPGRADES FOR ePCR PRODUCTS 

It is time for EMS agencies to actively pursue upgrading to EMSTARS 3.0. The current 1.4 version is nine years old and lacks harmonization with the rest of the health care world. The development of the EMSTARS Version 3 Data standard has been conducted in concert with the EMSAC Data Committee and adheres to the NEMSIS 3.0 standard. 

This upgrade standardizes common EMS data points such as primary impression with ICD-10 codes and medications with the RxNorm standard. Most software vendors have been planning for the upgrade for over a year and are NEMSIS-compliant or are pursuing NEMSIS compliance. The Department has implemented a vendor validation process to ensure that Florida-specific data elements and Florida business rules that were developed by the EMSAC Data Committee are implemented correctly. The department will validate NEMSIS-compliant and Non-NEMSIS compliant software.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]The vendor validation process and more information can be reviewed on the website floridaemstars.com. EMS agencies should notify the department prior to version 3 transition to ensure their ePCR provider is validated. Please do not hesitate to contact the Data Section staff at emstars@flhealth.gov or (850) 245-4440 if you have additional questions or concerns. 

