Department of Health, Emergency Rule 64JER21-7
Paramedic and Emergency Medical Technician Administration of COVID-19 Vaccines
TATEMENT NS F ING IMMED:

Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a severe acute respiratory illness that can spread among humans
through respiratory transmission and presents with symptoms similar to those of influenza. COVID-19isa
communicable disease with significant morbidity and mortality. The Surgeon General has declared a statewide
Public Health Emergency due to the spread of COVID-19. As a resuit, it presents an immediate, severe danger to
public health that warrants an accelerated effort to administer COVID-19 vaccine using all available resources,

including paramedics and emergency medical technicians.

T, OF REASONS F CLUDING THAT OCEDURE FATR
CIRCUMSTANCES

COVID-19 presents a public health threat to the state of Florida. There is an immediate need to set forth procedures
for the control of this communicable discase in the State of Florida; specifically, to facilitate the widespread
administration of the COVID-1¢9 vaccine. Adoption of an emergency rule that permits certified paramedics and
emergency medical technicians to administer COVID-19 vaccine under appropriate medical direction at State-

operated vaccination sites is fair under the current circumstances, which require immediate action to address the

Public Health Emergency.



recipients prior to administering COVID-19 vaccine and must comply with established protocols when

migistering COVID-19 vaci
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