
STATEOFFLORIDA FdCkdalra 
BOARD OF NURSING 

m 

I .  IN RE: THE PETITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMEM OF BF 0 , r - k  f?- 
-Asmeyclak 

LINDA C. N O M E .  R.N. 

FIN&,. ORDER 

THIS MlTER hfm Lhe Lherd of Nursing w) pursuant to Sedbn 120.585, Rorida 

-. d B duly.notiCBd public meetlng hdd In Tampa. Fbida, .on AprR 10, M09. for Ma purpoew of 

awrsldering the PeWlon Iw Dedaratofj S w  Rled by Llnds C. Noelk, RN. mloneg). NOW d 

the petition was published In thm M d a  Admtnistratlve Waekly wr M m h  14. 2003. at Volume 29. 

Number 11. Havlng mnsklered the *ion, the Board m&es the following Wings and mnelusions. 

1. PetMoner in a Registwed Nurse llcenaed to prec tb  rmrslng In the state of FI*. 

2. Ssction W.003(3)fa), flwida Statutes, define8 the practice- of pmfasbnal nurslng as Ithe 

prformanm of lhm a& requiring substantial speckllzed knowledge, judgment, and nursing sldn b a d  

upon applled prlnolples of p~ychologbl. bklogkal, physical, and srrclal sdmces which &all Indude, but 

not be Ilmlted to: 

'I. The obsermtlon, asaassment. lrurslng dlagnosls, plannlng, 
Intervention, and evaluation of cam: health taachlng and counseling of 
the- Ill, Injurttd, or Infirm: and the promotbn of wellness. maintenance of 
health. and p m t i o n  of illness of &en. 

?. The drnhlstmtlon of rnedicatlm and treatments 8s pmaaibed m 
authorized by a duly licsnsed practitioner aulhwlzed by Ihe laws of U I ~  
state to presaibe such rnedidims and ireatrnents. 

2. fhs supervision and m h l n g  of oththw p m n e l  in the lhewy and 
performance of any d Ihe above acts.' 

3. Section #4.012(4)(a). W d a  Statutas. prwldes that a CerllRed Regkted Nurse Andhelist 
(CRNA) h a y ,  to the extent authorized by established plotocol epprod by the medlcsl staff of the 
hcflity m which the anesthetic servlce is performed, perform any or all of the followin@: 

'1. Determine the health SW of h pbnf 88 k r€tletBS b the r l ~ k  
factws snd to tha anasthetic icmmgpment of the patlmt through ths 
parfwmance of the genernl functions. 

7. Bssed on h-, physical wessrnent, and supplement& labaratow 
results, datannine, with the maen t  of the resp~nslble physician, the 
appropriate type of anesthesia withln the frernawork of the protocol. 



ordering and 

and techniques of hypnosis. 

15. Order ar pMm rnmitorlng proDed 
~ n a ~ t h a k  health eare management 07 

18. Support IHe frwrctiona 
Indudon and Intubdon 
supporhve devim, and 
camponant balances. 

9. Recognize and take appropriate & b n  for abnmal  patlsnt 
mponses ta anesthesia, 
M ~ ~ P Y .  

'8. Reeognlw and lreal a cordlac a rnh while the pdmt b undsr 
amthstlc a m .  

3. Parklpate In managemsnt of the pa nl ntlle In the ptanmthmia 
ntcwery artla, lncludlng ordering the a c k  hlslmtion of RUMS and drugs. 

I 
'10. Place spdal perlphwal and mn venous snd s-l lhes for "I 
blood mmpllng and mmltoring as app F 

4. Ketamb hydmehlwide Is a nonbarbltumte ral anesl)wtlc that has hypnotic, analgesic, t 
end amnest effects. I 
number RN 789932. She Is not eertffied as an Reglatered Nume Rkmiona. She Is Wined In 

basic cadiae life support. and la cwthified as a plastic s nurse. .i- 

c. Is it within the swpe of practlw for a 
i n ~ o u s  Ketamlne (Ketalar) pursuavt 

Reglstered Nurse b adrnhlster 
to a mllten w verbal order by a 



wrgeon In tha amblatwy surgwy s d n g  where there Is wt an 
~ t h a s l o l ~ l ~ t  on star? 

EgE(CWSI0NS OF LAW 

7. The Bcwd hesjurhdiebion over this mettw pursuant to SecHon 120.585, Fl&a StatuM~, and 

Chapter 28-4, Fbrlda Adrnhkhth Gobe. 

8. The Board a m  all Ihree of the W l h e f s  questions h the negatlw. 

9. Thls Order mstlMes find mncy adon and m y  be appded by any party purwent to 

!%&an tZO.68, Flwlda StaMes. and Wes 8.1 10 and 9.190, Flwlda klea of Appellate Pmedure, by 

Rllng a noka of appeal conforming to the requlremenh d Rule 9.1 10(d), Flwida Rules of Appellate 

Pmcrrdure, both with the appropriate DlsMct Court of Appeal. seccmp- by the approptiate faing fear 

and wlth the depamnrs clerk of agency proeeedmga, Mhln W m  (30) days of mndH!an of mls Order. 

DONE AND ORDERED t h ~ s z d a y  * 200.3- 

BOARD OF NURSING 

Dan Coble, Extswfive D k t w  

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and oonect mpy of the fwasDlng wes furnished by U.S. Mail to 

Unda C. Noelke. R.N., 3933 Kirby h p  Rod,  FMt PI-, Fldda 34981: and to S u m  B, Bodell, 

h i s t e n t  A t h e y  General, O f h  of the Attorney General. PL-01 The Capjtol, T a l l a w n  Fl&a 

32399-1050. thb =day +,;I ,2003. 



FZTI?nON FOR PEUARATORY STATEMENT BEFORE 'IBE 
FfATE OF FLORIDA BOARD Olr WRSMG 

WC. N d k R N .  
3933 Kiby L o o p h d  
Fmi Piaoq PL 34H1 

me- * 

0. b & V i t b i p t b b ~ o f ~ & n r R b g i ~ ~ b ~  
h y c w u 8 K ~ ( K & ) p y l p ~ p t t ~ a ~ m ~ O r d Q b y  
the amgem for t t ~  pqm of imckq the patimc i o d b l e  to pdn fw 
tka iajsction of locrl hneDthstic d @d poedurd) 



I I m a w t h & 1 ~ I a e n d ~ o l l t h i s ~ t o y w ~ ~ - m  
d i t i n F e b n t a r y o f l a s t p r a n d s m ~ n w N e h n e d P S I n S a n  
WmiobstOdober. Ihadhnepickupawafeachof*hingsIwas 
given by the AResthes*b!ogksts and Anesthetists so I would have an extra one 
to keep in addition to one to give to the ofice - and 1 only have ane m. 

Anyway, I t h i i  this TiEeraturem ts pretty dear - aml ~arries a lot more 
legal wight htn a Product Insert f m  a drug manufacturer. Thwe is Rdhing 
itfegal, unethical, dangerous, or even especially unusual docut RNs giving 
Ketamine in office surgery. The Florida Board of Nursing hasono position" on 
the subject. The ANA and AORU and JAHCO and even the Amehn Sowy 
of hathesiobglests have all given approval for this practice. As I say, 
h a t o  attended a two hour Inservice class on at thedSPS Natimal Meeting. 
I wonder if you have M a d  with the ASPSN to w what that pDsitton is? 
That is YOUR professional association and a h e f i  df your membership - 
and presumably why we pay ywr dues to that organitation. 

Linda, I have to say, t am surprised lmce again by your at- bmrd  
Ms. It is not an appropriate pdessional stand for a OR Supervisor ta say it is 
fine for the other nurses in her fac~lity to adminisbate a drug, even thcugh L is 
probably illegal b d o  so, as bng as shedoes not personally administer the 
medication krsetf! It is inappropriate to reach mnclusms about whether or 
not a practice is legal or n d  based on nothing more than reading rhe Product 
Ins& As yw can see, I went to a msrdemble amount of effort to make sure 
that Ih pradia was amptable before we starfed using the drug in our 
practice. 

If you have had this question all along, the profmsional way ta handb 
it would have been to research t a lime more and then ~ m n t  anv evidence 
yw found to suppwt your position to Donato. When wb dlscdve& that the 
FL h r d  of Nursing had ruM against adminimtion of 'W trealments 
by RNs, we let a $16,000 machine sit unused for a year - and then obta~ned 
permission from ffia Board for them to use it after the FDA approved 
consumer use of the same machm. We do not have a history of cMltempt 
for legal standards or ask~ng our nu- to do things outs& ttw scope of Mi 
pmctice. 

Fmaly, f if do mnot rnderstand dearly the difTemce belvveen issues 
that pose p s i b l e  rialpetice risk and those that might result in Zhe loss d 
your professiml l i s e ,  you need to find swne CE on legal issues far 
R U B S .  

Ie%pMDwratoandIwill~~subfeetedto~iltwnlandpsak 
epgressive behavior m resppnse to this d i i o n ,  as we m m  have to 
ecpect hat anytme w eddress these kids d issues, but, as I seid to you 
cn the telephme, it really isnY possible to jud'fy hiring an add'itiml RN 
because three of the four we have wnnot assist Donato m the ASCT What 
do you think? 

;loyce 



AAcr careful considdon and l#CPrth of tht litamre, (most ofrvhich was provided by 
you via fsx) 1 am ~ft~llrcd to rmke the fdlowing ~~#ntnts: 

As a Regisled Num l i d  by the Florida Board of Nudng, I am ~ualificd to 
administer lV a m i c u s  sedation. As defined by the Amcrim S d y  of 

,sthalologist Practict Guldelinw by Non Anesthesiologisl, m c i w s  sedation 
(moderate ssdatiodanalgcsja) is as a drug i n d u d  d ~ i o n  ofm~ciousntssduFing 
whrch the patient rtsponds purposehrlly to verbal commands, either &!one ot 
accompanied by light tactile stimulation. No inltrvtntions ue roquircd to & i  a 
parent airway, and s p o n t a ~  vmtilation is adquate. Cardhaswlar bwion i s  
usuefiy maintained {Also reference St. h i e  Medal Center's S~ndard Policy ad lor 
?rwdurc on Conscious WationlAnalgtsia drafi dad 2101, pg 30, Sedation and 
Anslgesia- ICMO Rquircments, pg 2; ASA Guidet~nes Tabk I. pg 24) 

The drugs i am willing to admininu as urnscious sedation id&, B e n m l i i m  
(Atjvan, VaRum, Vnpcd), NarcotieP @mrcml, Morphine, Ftntanyl) and Rwcml Ageaa 
Narm and Rormticon ThtJe drugs are a* by St. h i e  Medical Ccnlcr's 
Department dAncsthesia as ust for W r a r c  scdafion. Reference SI Luck Medial 
Centers Standard Policy and/or ProcCdure *ran, and Sedation and Analgeia-JCAHO 
Rog~lircmcnts 

As a Registered Mwss l i d  by he Florida B e d  of N d a &  1 m aol qustified to 
administer Dtcp SdathlAnrlgcsir Dtq Scdaih is definod by the &A as, a dryl 
r d u d  depression of oonsciwsness during which patients canno1 be tlsi ly a r d  kt 
mpond perphlly Following w t e d  or pinful srimulation. The l i l i t y  to 
indtpendtnly maintain wentilatoy function myk impsired. hticnts my quire 
mistam in maintaining a pam a i m y  and spontemow wittilalion may be indcquatt 
Card~ovawlar funaim is usually maintained Reflex withdnwal h m  pinhl stimulus 
is nor mnsidersd a purpo&l response 

I 
I$ rt Regiswed Nurse licetrssd by !he Florida Board of N d n g  C am not qualified 10 
administer Gmcrat Amdh*rics. Gmw4l Amfhesia k &fined by tbe AS& rs a drug 
indud loxs of conscicrusnw dwk@ which patients are f1~4 m ~ b l e .  even by poioful 
stimu1ar;on The ability to maintain venrilatory hndion is  aRtn impaired. 



' n c u m l r r  flmian. Cadi isarb fbrrclion may b i m p i d .  FMbmct ASA 
Pmcticc Mclims far Wion, Tdik I.pg.24, St. hucie Mdical  cent^ Standad 
Policy SMU or Pro* drd, pp 30-31 

% d ~ I r m ~ W i n . ~ ! o ~ ~ e : W I w h s r ' t a l ~ n o w m D I b i c m s l  
Wo&] K a m i n s  (Kmlar),mdPmpfol (Diprim). Thtsedrugsare classified 65 
perm mst=&bn agcn~s. %m&,and t -W& bv ib* Pn9 
for 41 prescriptive medications) C11ntc.a mannwogyiist ~(etd&;ne i P  mplll at& . 
g m l  anesthetic pr&w'ng m anefihdc sate cum4 diswciarlverrsesthrsir Bmilal . 
is liged ss an ulrmshort mion W i t u a t t  ~ h c t i c  wed for I V  induction of m h d a  
Prop~fol( Diprivan) is lisred # 8 hyponotic agent uscd (M both the indwtion srPd 
maimenance of anesthma St. h i c  Medial Ctnta's policy fw c o ~ i o u s  aat iun 
rcstricts the use of ahese ihuion qenb.  The department of hesthesia may order, 
monitor and rdminiaa t h  t y p  of a g a  only. Refermcc Si Lucit Mdiwl Cemct's 
Policy and P d u r e  ibr Conahus Sedation draAr pg. 3 1. Ihe CRNA Radicc, 
Considerations for Pdicy Guidelines for Registered N u m  Enpgcd in the 

I Admjnisration ofCwuciaus Sedoth stale on pg.2, B-3; Re$olered. Nurles w h  m . . 
&slhcsia pro-15 . . dassifiea ar mcsthetics, includt- 
Gt limited to Kctarnine, Pt- Thiwntal 
h;t2ihohexltal (Brcvhl), Nlu ' JCM-IO ~apirerntnts for 
&ation and h lgesia  o-pt~pm* for respiratq 

other lmdrsrrable effeas, thcse drugs @mrital,Diprivan and Ketamim) 
an urestlnsiologis~ for scd~fion a& oalgcria. ASK5 Prrezice 
and AnsIwia by Non-Andhtsiobgist on pg 17, dates, ifit is 

likely thal pedalion to thc point ofunnfpnriveneu wijl be mces~aty to obtain adqu8te 
conditions, pract i l im who are not uaincd in the administta~ion of-1 anesthesia 
stwptld consult an tnesthtsiologiw. 

+ly, in a Petition Tof f h d ~ n t q  SutemcM by & WE obhdda B d  of Mag, 
th inthts~opeof  
rerbalorwrim& 
a lumbar epidural 

. steroid injection. Mr Pan Coble, Executive Dirsiorwith th Boatd of Nusing, ruled 
it is not in the rcope ofpmctiee for a registered nurse who is not a CW.4 

adminisrw Diprivaa pimW to s verbal w written ordagiven by an anestksiol~@ md 
that cht adminiadan dimhttic agents mrb pr Djprivan 
f pa tie^ inscnsibfc is an ldvawd practice ba thst 

RNA under an &lilcd ~IOIOCDI wrth a duly limd physicien. Since the abve  
.refQmtd wraa lpTTii$@J?rmaTand ~ c t a m i n e 3  anttthclic ylanrsJ&$j&iis 
safe to guesr that tha Florlda Board of Nursinn- . . 

I 1  

Brcvitrl and ~ t l ~ n % n u r s e  is not of urndice fo* 
w u y violating the Nurs Practice Act by giving ~d 

E k ? ~ Z = ~ o m e s  proresicma, n u m  l j m s e .  p w  statc .,f 
Fbidn Board of Mudfig PHition for Daclaratory Statement, Breads Sammy, R.N., S W ~ F  
Nursts. Manatee Surglul Center, mpy cncbsed within) 



~ s h m ~ " i n s p p r o p a i t t c " l r d r d ~ f o r m y I C N . e o # t l g u e s r e g u d i n s ~ ~  
dmrnnistmh of Keumine utd Bmld, w t  bsn I, Fw mny r#rs, 
approMatefia of using tltew @by lrea h g s  Kim Maxwell, R N did, u the time (he 
facility rmed to use 

nrling From tht Flonda Board o f  Nursing regarding hprivan To which I)r. Viggiaoo 
rtspomkd "We do WM five Diprivan b e  " l 
!tales, The Administration of ~ b i c  

C. 
r a k i n g  the patitm insensible to pain, 
@dormcd by a CRNA vndcr an established prorod wilh I duly licensed phyflch to 
whah the dPct~r Kaamine is a diiwcjaliw dmg " I un only 10 'x , 

these medications by my ownmrd lr i s  up to my aflagm Tlii--& toma e t ir own 
&isio% that may rdverselv affeu rheir nursin~ careers if t h y  chaosc to violate the , 

Qursc Practicc Act. - 
Asyouman, Itoo~Li~id#rblesmoun~ofcffmtoFesewchthisissuc,dI 
feel strongly that I am cone in my decisiofi 


