
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

Board of Nursing 

The Board of Nursing hereby gives notice that it has issued a Final Order in the 

Petition for Declaratory Statement filed on behalf of Kathleen Davitt, R.N. The Board 

reviewed the petition at its meeting held on October 8-9, 2003, in Jacksonville, Florida. 

The Board's Final Order, filed in this cause on November 14, 2003, finds that under the 

specific facts of the petition, it is not within the scope of practice for a registered nurse 

trained in ACLS (Advanced Cardiac Life Support) to defibrillate a patient upon 

recognizing ventricular fibrillation or ventricular tachycardia in an inpatient or ambulatory 

care setting prior to ACLS code team arrival or physician verbal or written order. It is 

within the scope of practice for a registered nurse trained in ACLS to defibrillate a 

patient upon recognizing ventricular fibrillation or ventricular tachycardia in an inpatient 

or ambulatory care setting if there are standing orders and protocols to follow in that 

situation 

A copy of the Petition and the Board's Final Order may be obtained by contacting 

the Board of Nursing, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C02, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-

3252. 
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INRE: PETITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMENT 0 ~ ~ 
AKATHLEEN DAVITT, RN 
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~~FINALORDER ~ 
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This matter carnebefore the Board of Nursing .(hereinafterthe "Board") on October 9-10, 

2003in Jacksonville,Florida,for considerationof thereferencedPetitionfor Declaratory 

Statement.TheNoticeof petition for DeclaratoryStatementwaspublishedon September19, 

2003,in Vol. 29,No. 38,in theFloridaAdministrativeWeekly. 

The petitionfiled by KathleenDavitt,RNinquiredasto thefollowing: 

1. Is it within thescopeof practicefor a registerednursein the stateof Floridatrainedin 

ACLS to defibrillatea patient(usinga defibrillatornotanAED) uponrecognizingventricular 

fibrillation or ventriculartachycardiain an inpatientor ambulatorycaresettingprior to ACLS 

codeteamarrival orphysicianverbalor writtenorder? 

2. Is it within thescopeof practicefor aregisterednursein thestateof Floridatrainedin 

ACLS to defibrillatea patient(usinga defibrillatornotanAED) uponrecognizingventricular 

fibrillation or ventricular tachycardia in an inpatient or ambulatoryprocedure setting prior to 

ACLS codeteamarrival,if therearestandingordersandprotocolsfor thenurseto follow in that 

situation? 

Findin~s of Fact 

1. The Petitioner is a registerednurse licensed in the ~tateof Florida. 

2. The Petitionerworks attheNavalHospitalJacksonville. 

3. ACLS standsfor theAmericanHeartAssociations'Advanced£ardiac Life §upport. 

~




4. ACLS t.eachesnursesalgorhythmsfor ventricularfibrillation andventricular 

tachycardiawith anemphasison earlydefibrillation. 

5. NursesthatattendACLS trainingareinstructedin this treatmentprotocolandare 

expectedto providea returndemonstrationin thecourse. 

6. AED standsfor AutomatedExternal!!efibrillator. 

Conclusionsof Law 

7. TheBoardof Nursinghasauthorityto issuethis Final Orderpursuantto section 

120.565,Florida Stafutes,and Rule 28-105, Florida Administrative Code. 

practicalnursing. 

9. Section464.018(n),F.S.,makesit a disciplinaryviolation for a licensednurseto fail to 

actsfor whichthelicenseeis notqualifiedby trainingor experience. 

10. ACLS certificationalonedoesnot allowa healthcareprofessionalto initiate 

defibrillation. 

11. ACLS trainednursesmustwork undera medicaldirector/physiciansorderswhen 

initiating defibrillation,following specificwell-defmedfacility policiesandprocedures. 

12. Not all defibrillatorsaresetlike the AED to detemlineexactarrhythmias,soa 

physician would needto diagnoseand order the rhythm and defibrillation. 

13. It is nQ!within the scopeof practice for a registerednursein the stateof Florida 

trainedin ACLS to defibrillatea patient(usinga defibrillatorpot an AED) uponrecognizing 

ventricular fibrillation or ventricular tachycardia in an inpatient or ambulatorycare setting prior 

to ACLS code team arrival or physician verbal or written order~ 



14. It is within thescopeof practicefor aregisterednursein thestateof Floridatrained 

ACLS code team arrival, if there are standing orders and protocols for the nurse to follow in that 

situation. 

This Final Ordershallbecomeeffectiveuponfiling with the Clerkof the Departmentof 

Health. 

DONE AN D ORDERED this 

BOARD OF NURSING 

(/]~ g'l;1:::~ 
DanCoble,RN, Pill, 
ExecutiveDirectoron behalf of 
ROSARAMOS,RN, CHAIR 

2003.




NOTICE OF RIGHT TO JUDICIAL REVIEW 

A PARTY WHO IS ADVERSELY AFFECTED BY TIllS FINAL ORDER IS ENTITLED TO 
JUDICIAL REVIEW PURSUANT TO SECTION 120.68~FLORIDA STATUTES. REVIEW 
PROCEEDINGS ARE GOVERNED BY mE FLORIDA RULES OF APPELLATE 
PROCEDURE. SUCH PROCEEDINGS ARE COM1vIENCEDBY FILING ONE COpy OF A 
NOTICE OF APPEAL WITH THE AGENCY CLERK OF mE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
AND A SECOND COpy ~ACCOMPANIED BY FILING FEES PRESCRIBED BY LAW ~ 
WITH THE DISTRICT COURT OF APPEAL~ FIRST DISTRICT ~OR WITH mE DISTRICT 
COURT OF APPEAL IN THE APPELLATE DISTRICT WHERE THE PARTY RESIDES. 
mE NOTICE OF APPEAL MUST BE FILED WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS OF RENDITION 
OF mE ORDER TO BE REVIEWED. 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY thata true andcorrectcopyof the foregoingFinal Orderhasbeen 

providedby certifiedmail to: KathleenDavitt, NavalHospitalJacksonville,2080Child Street, 

Jacksonville,FL, 322144,andby interofficedeliveryto RosannaCatalano,AssistantAttorney 

General, Office of the Attorney General, PL-O1,The Capitol, Tallahassee,FL 32399-1050, and 

William Large,GeneralCounsel,Departmentof Health,4052Bald CypressWay, Bin A-02, 

Tallahassee,FL 32399-1703this _1~~~- dayofl\,kl\it h1~ r ,2003. 
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August29, 2003 

FloridaBoardofNursing 
DepartmentofHealth'sAgencyClerksOffice 
4052BaldCypressWayBin#AO2 
Tallahassee,R. 32399-1703 

PetitIon for Declaratory statement Before the State of florida Board of NW$ing 

I, KathleenDavitt,wouldliketo petitionthe Stateof FloridaBoardof Nursingfor a dedaratorj 
statementregardingsed.ion464 ofthe FloridaStatutes,TheNursePracticeAct. 

A great deal of emphasishas been placed on the immediatedefibrillationof lethal 
dysrhythmiasto improvepatientoutcomesin cardiacarrestsituations.TheAmericanHeart 
Associations'AdvancedCardiacLife Supportslgorhythmsfa ventricularfibnllationand 
ventriculartachycardiaemphasizeearlydefibrillation.Nursesthat attendACLStrainingare 
instructedin thistreatmentprotocol,and are expectedto provides returndemonstrationin 
thecourse. Thiscreatesroleconfusionas to whetheror notit is \8tithinthescopeof pradice 
for s registerednurseto initiatethis treatment. 

A. Is it withinthe scopeof practicefor a registerednursein the stateof Floridatrainedin 
ACLSto defibrillatea patient(usinga defibrillatornot an AED)uponrecognizingventricular 
fibrillationor ventriculartachycardiain an inpatientor ambulatorycaresettingpriorto ACLS 
codeteamarrivalor physicianverbalor\'iTittenorder? 

B. Is n within the scopeof practicefor a registerednursein the state of Floridatrainedin 
ACLSto defibrillatea patient(usinga defibrillatornotan AED)uponrecognizingventricular 
fibrillationor ventriculartachycardiain an inpatientor ambulatoryproceduresettingpriorto 
ACLScodeteam arrival,if thereare standingordersand protocolsfor the nurseto followin 
that situation? 

Thankyoufor yourtimeandconsiderationinthismatter. 

SincerelyI 

~/~ K~../t' 
Kathleen Davitt RN 
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