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Team Member Spotlight

Meet Rudys Marie Garcia, MBA
Jacksonville Biological Terrorism (BT) Trainer

Rudys was born and raised in Puerto Rico. She served 20
years in the United States Air Force and retired. She has
a master’'s degree in business administration and a
bachelor’'s degree in biology with a concen’rro’non in
microbiology.

Her career with the Florida
Department of Health began in
January 2023 in the Bioterrorism
Section where she serves as a BT
Trainer for the BPHL.

Contact Information
1217 Pearl Street
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Office (904)791-1568
Rudys.Garcia@FLhealth.gov




CHEMICAL THREATS
[

The following is an exerpt from an article that originally ran in the 2019 Lab Link Q3 newsletter.

LABORATORY RESPONSE NETWORK - CHEMICAL THREATS
Michelle Latona, BS, MPA and Lylah Seaton, MPH, MLS(ASCP)cM
Laboratory Response Network-Chemical

In the United States (US) and one US territory, there are 54 laboratories in the
Laboratory Response Network-Chemical (LRN-C) that provide emergency
response capabilities locally, nationally or both. A designation of Level 1, 2, or 3
identifies laboratory capabilities and defines network participation.

Level 3 LRN-C laboratories work with the health and medical community to
maintain competency by providing fraining in the collection, storage and
shipment of clinical specimens obtained from individuals following a chemical
exposure event. There are 10 laboratories specifically designated as Level 3 but alll
54 LRN-C laboratories maintain this capacity.

There are thirty-four Level 2 laboratories. Chemists in these laboratories are trained
to detect exposure to several toxic chemical agents such as cyanide, nerve
agents and toxic metals.

There are 10 Level 1 laboratories. In addition to being able to test for the same
agents as Level 2 laboratories, Level 1 laboratories can also detect exposure to an
expanded list of chemicals such as mustard agents, nerve agents, plant toxins
and industrial chemicals. These laboratories serve as a surge capacity for the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) using high-throughput analysis
and expand the CDC's ability to analyze large numbers of patient samples
following a large-scale exposure. The list of test methods for new chemical agents
increases every year as new methods are released from the CDC.!

Florida's Bureau of Public Health Laboratories-Chemical Threat (BPHL CT)
Preparedness Program

In Florida, the Bureau of Public Health Laboratories Chemical Threat (BPHL CT)
Preparedness Program consists of two LRN-C Laboratories. There is a Level 1
laboratory located in Jacksonville, and a Level 3 laboratory located in Tampa.

continued page 3.



C h e m | Ca I Th re atS continued

The Jacksonville CT laboratory is equipped with state-of-the-art
instruments used for chemical analysis which include gas
chromatography-mass spectrometry (GC-MS), liquid
chromatography tfandem mass spectrometry (LC-MS/MS) and
inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry (ICP-MS).

The laboratory maintains operational capacity by performing
monthly proficiency testing and by participation in CDC sponsored
exercises. Each year the CDC sends mock samples to be tested to
assess the surge capacity of its Level 1 labs.

The Decon leam preparing for action at
Nickl: Children’s Hospital in Miami as
part of the 2018 FL Chemical Threat

Exposure Exercise (CTEE)

Tampa and Jacksonville also participate in the CDC’s annual
Specimen Packaging and Shipping Exercise (SPaSE) which is
designed to test the laboratories’ ability to package and ship clinical
specimens correctly to the CDC in the event of a widespread
chemical exposure. Hospitals, county health departments, state and
federal partners are invited to participate in BPHL sponsored annual
tabletop emergency exercises.

Florida has two Chemical Threat coordinators who provide training to
county health departments and hospitals in the collection, storage
and shipment of clinical specimens following a chemical exposure.
This training is provided on-site at no cost to participating facilities.

If you would like to schedule training or would like to be notified for
future exercises, please contact the CT coordinator in your area (see
the Bureau of Public Health Laboratories Directory on page 4 for
contact information).

The LC/Q-ToF instrument
used for opioid analysis in the
CT Lab
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Bureau of Public Health Laboratories-Directory

Bureau Chief: Marie-Claire Rowlinson, PhD, D(ABMM)
904-271-1823 (Phone)

Chemical Threat

Bioterrorism Event
Event

After hours Jacksonville Tampa Miami
(24/7) 904-945-4415 813-459-4039 305-433-0442 904-271-1593
904-637-9260

BPHL Jacksonville BPHL Tampa BPHL Miami
1217 Pearl Street 3602 Spectrum Boulevard 1325 N.W. 14" Avenue
Jacksonville, FL 32202 Tampa, FL 33612 Miami, FL 33125
904-791-1500 813-233-2203 305-324-2432
Director Director Director
Susanne Crowe, DrPH Andrew Cannons, PhD Xihui Newman, PhD
904-791-1550 813-233-2277 305-325-2533
904-318-8901 (Cell) 813-956-8850 (Cell) 305-409-9925 (Cell)
Assistant Director Assistant Director Assistant Director
Mary Ritchie, PhD Marshall Cone, MPH, MT (AAB) Elesi Quaye, MT (ASCP)
904-791-1767 813-233-2290 305-325-2536
904-945-9437 (Cell) 813-455-4798 (Cell) 305-322-1488 (Cell)

Biological Threat Program
Program Advisor Ashley Merryman 904-791-1713  448-500-3078 (Cell)

Phil Lee (Lead) 904-791-1712  904-945-4415 (Cell)

NECEp\IIER George Churchwell 904-791-1781  904-637-9260 (Cell)
Marissa Pattison 904-791-1756  904-718-8744 (Cell)

Coordinators Tampa Lisa Tate 813-233-2323  813-956-8853 (Cell)
“2 Shan “Justin” Hubsmith 813-233-2237  813-455-9105 (Cell)

Miami Mario Bustosgiraldo 305-325-2538  305-409-9924 (Cell)

Jillien Durand 305-325-2548  305-849-5040 (Cell)

Trainers Rachel Clark 813-233-2367  813-407-7173 (Cell)
JEEIEN Rudys Garcia 904-791-1568  904-465-1164 (Cell)

Chemical Threat Program

Chief of Chemistry TBD
Lab Administrator Michelle Latona 904-791-1525  904-945-4396 (Cell)
Senior Chemist Zena Johnson 904-791-1719  904-637-9286 (Cell)

Preparedness Jacksonville
Coordinators Tampa

Angela Ren 813-233-2293  813-363-0623 (Cell)






