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Child Maltreatment
Objectives

Review the history of awareness of child
abuse as a societal problem

Review national and Florida child maltreatment
statistics

Discuss strategies for differentiating abusive
from accidental injuries

Review the age-related risks for child
maltreatment and strategies for prevention and
Intervention



History of Child Abuse
Everywhere, All the Time, Rarely Noted

Ancient Times:
AExposureo t
Infants

Massacres of the
Innocents

Industrial Revolution:
Children as chattel

Abroise Tardieu (France
1818-79)

The Mary Ellen Case (New
York 1874)




Child Abuse

Recent History in Medical Literature
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Child Abuse: Statistics
TheBadNewsT I t 6s Co

According to the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data
System, in 2005 there were an estimated 3.3 million
referrals for child abuse or neglect

Of these, 899,000 children were confirmed to be victims
of abuse or neglect

Thus 12 out of every 1,000 children (1.2%) up to age 18
In the United States were found to be victims of
maltreatment in 2005

Approximately 1,300 deaths from abuse and neglect in 2005
In the United States

www.americanhumane.org



Child Maltreatment in Florida
Statistics Close to Home

In Florida it i1s estimated that in 2010 there were about 51,920
children who were victims of child abuse or neglect.

13% of the victims were less than one year old;
38% of the victims were less than four years old;
Racial Distribution
47.2% of the victims of child abuse were White
29.4% were African-American
17.2% were Hispanic
74% of the victims were maltreated by their parents

Fatal Abuse: 133 children died as a result of child abuse and
neglect

Child Maltreatment 2012, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services,
Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Children's Bureau.




Child Maltreatment: Statistics
Types of Abuse

Neglect - 62.8%
Physical abuse - 16.6%
Sexual abuse - 9.3%

Emotional and/or psychological

abuse - 7.1%

Medical neglect - 2.0%

Other - 14.3%

www.americanhumane.org (2005 Statistics)



http://www.americanhumane.org/

Deaths Due to Abuse and Neglect
Florida Death Review Program, 2005-2009

Year Abuse Neglect Total
2005 32 62 94

2006 55 115 170
2007 45 118 163
2008 60 138 198
2009 52 140 192
Total 244 573 817

Source: Florida Child Abuse Death Review Committee
Annual Reports



Florida Law
Definition of Child Abuse

NAbusedo means

a) Any willful act or threatened act that
results in any physical, mental, or sexual
Injury or harm . . .

b) Includes acts or omissions

c) Corporal discipline of a child for
disciplinary purposes does not in itself
constitute abuse when it does not result
In harm to the child.

AWI | I ful o refers t t
action, not to the intent to achieve a
result or to cause an injury.

Florida Statutes 39.01



Neglect: Legal Definition

Florida Statutes, Chapter 39.01 3
Aniac
nlojn|
ANeglecto of a child means:
1. The parent or other person responsiab

child with adequate food, clothing, shelter, or health care . . .
2. Exposes a child to a controlled substance or alcohol.

3. Engages in violent behavior that demonstrates a wonton disregard for the
presence of the child and could reasonably result in serious injury to the child

4. Negligently fails to protect a child in his or her care from inflicted physical,
mental or sexual injury caused by the acts of another.

AHar mo includes | eaving a child without
age or mental or physical condition



Recognizing Child Abuse
The Challenge

A Parents who abuse their children
will lie to you about it.

A Most will be smart enough to be nice to
yOul.

AThe parent youodre tal ki
know what happened.

A You can not tell who has abused a child by
how they look or the way they act.



Recognizing Child Abuse

A Process Similar to Making Other Medical Diagnhoses

A Gather information
A History
A Physical examination
A Laboratory studies

A Normally in the practice of
medicine, the history, physical
and laboratory studies will all
point in the same direction

A In child abuse there will be
significant discrepancies

<:F%




Recognizing Abuse

Types of Discrepancies Between History and Injury

A The history does not
explain the injury found

A Multiple injuries of various
types or ages

A Delay in seeing medical
attention for an injury
which is obviously serious

A No history offered to
explain an injury which is
serious or typical of abuse

(Continued)



Recognizing Abuse

Types of Discrepancies Between History and Injury

A History changes over time or
different caretakers give
different stories

A Child is developmentally
Incapable of having acted as
described

A Child would not reasonably
be expected to have acted as
described

A Serious injury blamed on
another child



The Abuse Cycle

It Can Be Broken

Abused Child

Poor Parental
Role Models

Anger and
Frustration

Unrealistic
Expectations

Poor Parenting
Skills

Unmet Emotional Needs



The Abuse Cycle
Interacting Factors of Varying Weight
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Perpetrators
Relationship to Child

76 (44%) were Mothers/Stepmothers
60 (34%) were Fathers/Stepfathers
12 (7%) were Other Relatives

8 (5%) were Other non-relatives

5 (3%) were Day care workers

Four were licensed facilities

One was an unlicensed home day care

3 (2%) were Male and Female Paramours

1 (0.5%) was a Foster Mother

Florida Child Abuse Death Review Committee Report, 2011.



Perpetrator Risk Factors
Florida Child Abuse and Neglect Deaths

Top Five Perpetrator Risk Factors
2010

Substance/Alcohol
Abuse History

@ Prior History with
DCF

0O Criminal History

O Domestic
Violence

B Mental Health

Florida Child Abuse Death Review Committee Report, 2011



Causes of Abuse and Neglect Deaths
Role of Substance Abuse

Substance Abuse History

2010 @ Physical injury
25 21 m Unsafe sleep
20 18 O Drowning
0 Drug/Poisoning

m \/ehicle

O Other neglect

m Medical neglect

g Firearm

W Fire

State of Florida Abuse Death Review Committee. Annual Report,
December 2011, page 13.




Prior Involvement with DCF
Absent in 95 of 136 Deaths (70%)

Priors with DCF 2010

05

100

m With Priors
m Without Priors

State of Florida Abuse Death Review Committee. Annual Report,
December 2011, page 14.




Prior Involvement with DCF
You Often Have Only One Chance

Total Number of Priors on Child
2010

m 1 prior
O 2 priors

0 3-4 priors
| 5-6 priors

0 7 or more priors

State of Florida Abuse Death Review Committee. Annual Report,
December 2011, page 14.




The Abuse Cycle
Interacting Factors of Varying Weight
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Characteristics of the Child
Race and Gender

Gender of Child
92 (70%) were male children
44 (30%) were female children
Race/Ethnicity of Child
62 (46%) were White
39 (29%) were Black

11 (8%) were Hispanic

10 (7%) were Multi-racial
9 (7%) were Haitian
3 (2%) were Asian Pacific

2 (1%) were Middle Eastern

State of Florida Abuse Death Review Committee. Annual Report,
December 2011, page 11.




Abuse and Neglect Deaths
119 of 136 Deaths (88%) Less Than 5

60

50 |

40 |
30 |

20

10 ———

0 I I I I |
Less 1-2 3-5 6-8 9-12 13-16
Than1 Years Years | Years Years Years

State of Florida Abuse Death Review Committee. Annual Report,
December 2011, page 10.




Child Risk Factors
Some Can Be Addressed

Top Five Risk Factors for Children

mmediate Needs not
met

J Visibility in community

O Adequate Care

B Multiple children under 4

Prior Reports

Florida Child Abuse Death Review Committee Report, 2011



The Abuse Cycle
Interacting Factors of Varying Weight
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Hand-Slap Bruises to Face
Identify Children at High Risk for Future Injury

. Characteristic bruise resulting from forceful slap



Hand-Slap Bruises to Face
ldentify Children at High Risk for Future Injury




Fractures
Twisted Arms and Legs




Chip Fractures in the Arms and Legs
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Posterior Rib Fractures
Highly Specific for Abuse




Abusive Head Trauma
Devastating Brain Injuries from Shaking and Slamming




HOURS OF FUSSING

PE§2-4HP$
Normal Crying
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Fic. 2. Summary of the total crying time of the 80 infants studied.



Coping with Normal Crying

Advice for Stressed Parents

One Shake

A Can Last
Know what O0s nolgrifetime

Dondt take it £

| t 0s okay to hi

— It os okay to |

@n all else fails, leave the rD




Exploratory Behavior

BABY BLUES By Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott
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Bruises from Spanking
Angry Over-Reactions to Normal Exploring




Abusive Injuries
Angry Over-Reactions to Normal Exploring




Hot Water Immersion Burns
Often the Result of Touching Things




Abusive Fractures
From Normal Exploratory Behavior




Abdominal Injuries
Serious and Frequently Life-Threatening
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