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The Florida Department of Health Partners with United States Department of Agriculture 

in Promoting the Child Care Food Program 
 
TALLAHASSEE – The Florida Department of Health joins the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) in promoting the Child Care Food Program, a federally funded USDA 
program that reimburses child care providers for serving nutritious meals and snacks to 
children. The program is administered by the Department and ensures that participating facilities 
offer meals and snacks that meet or exceed federal and state nutrition standards.  Meals are 
available to all eligible participants without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, age or 
disability. 
 
“The Child Care Food Program promotes healthy habits for life by encouraging young children 
to eat nutritious foods and learn about healthy food choices while in child care,” said Maria 
Williamson. M.S., R.D., L.D., Chief of the Bureau of Child Care Food Programs. “Parents 
seeking child care in Florida are encouraged to enroll their children in facilities that participate in 
this program.” Lists of participating providers, organized by facility type, can be found at 
www.floridahealth.gov/ccfp/. 
 
The program is offered at four types of child care-related settings: 
 

• Child Care Centers:  In a non-pricing child care center, meals are available at no 
separate charge to eligible children. In a pricing child care center, children from 
households whose income falls within the reduced-price income eligibility guidelines are 
eligible for reduced-price meals. These meals are priced at 40 cents for lunch/supper, 30 
cents for breakfast and 15 cents for snacks. Children from households whose income 
falls within the free income eligibility guidelines are eligible for meals at no charge. Refer 
to the current Income Eligibility Guidelines listed below. 

• Family Day Care Homes:  Meals are available at no separate charge to eligible 
children. 

• Afterschool Programs:  The Afterschool Meals Program is a subcomponent of the 
Child Care Food Program. Snacks and/or meals are available at no separate charge to 
eligible children. 

• Homeless Shelters and Certain Emergency Shelters: The Homeless Children 
Nutrition Program is a subcomponent of the Child Care Food Program. Meals are 
available at no separate charge to eligible children. 

 
Head Start participants and children from households receiving Food Assistance Program or 
Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) benefits are automatically eligible to receive 
free meals benefits at participating facilities. 
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Below are the current Income Eligibility Guidelines used in determining a child’s eligibility for 
free or reduced-price meals. 
 

FREE MEAL SCALE 

HOUSEHOLD 
SIZE ANNUAL MONTHLY TWICE PER 

MONTH BIWEEKLY WEEKLY 

1 15,171 1,265 633 584 292 
2 20,449 1,705 853 787 394 
3 25,727 2,144 1,072 990 495 
4 31,005 2,584 1,292 1,193 597 
5 36,283 3,024 1,512 1,396 698 
6 41,561 3,464 1,732 1,599 800 
7 46,839 3,904 1,952 1,802 901 
8 52,117 4,344 2,172 2,005 1,003 

For each 
additional 

family 
member, add 

+5,278 +440 +220 +203 +102 

 
REDUCED-PRICE MEAL SCALE 

HOUSEHOLD 
SIZE ANNUAL MONTHLY TWICE PER 

MONTH BIWEEKLY WEEKLY 

1 21,590 1,800 900 831 416 
2 29,101 2,426 1,213 1,120 560 
3 36,612 3,051 1,526 1,409 705 
4 44,123 3,677 1,839 1,698 849 
5 51,634 4,303 2,152 1,986 993 
6 59,145 4,929 2,465 2,275 1,138 
7 66,656 5,555 2,778 2,564 1,282 
8 74,167 6,181 3,091 2,853 1,427 

For each 
additional 

family 
member, add 

+7,511 +626 +313 +289 +145 

 
For more information on the Child Care Food Program, please visit www.floridahealth.gov/ccfp/. 
 
The Department works to protect, promote and improve the health of all people in Florida 
through integrated state, county and community efforts. The Department is recognizing 125 
years of public health in Florida with educational opportunities and events. Please visit 
www.FLHealth125.gov for more information.  
 
Follow us on Twitter at @HealthyFla and on Facebook. For more information about the Florida 
Department of Health please visit www.floridahealth.gov. 
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