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Cancer 

Background 

The term cancer covers many diseases that share the common feature of 

abnormal cell growth. It can occur in almost any part of the body. Early 

detection through routine health and cancer screenings and timely 

quality treatment and care may improve prognosis and survival. Each 

type of cancer develops differently and has different risk factors. For 

example, the main risk factor for lung cancer is cigarette smoking, but for 

skin cancer it is sun exposure. The causes of some common cancers, 

such as breast cancer, remain unknown; however, age is the number one 

risk factor for all cancer types. 

 

Reporting and Surveillance  

Section 385.202, Florida Statutes requires all hospitals and outpatient facilities licensed in Florida to report to the Florida 

Department of Health each patient diagnosed or treated for cancer. Cancer incidence data are collected, verified and 

maintained by the Florida Cancer Data System (FCDS), Florida’s statewide cancer registry. The FCDS is administered by the 

Florida Department of Health’s Public Health Research Section and operated by the Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center at 

the University of Miami Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine. The FCDS is used by the state and its partners to monitor the 

occurrence of cancer incidence, aid in research studies to reduce cancer morbidity and mortality, focus cancer control 

activities and address public questions and concerns regarding cancer. 

 

The FCDS now collects incidence data from hospitals, freestanding ambulatory surgical centers, radiation therapy facilities, 

pathology laboratories and private physician offices. Each facility, laboratory and practitioner is required to report to the FCDS 

within six months of each diagnosis and within six months of the date of each treatment. Consequently, there is an inherent 

time lag of 1–2 years in the release of cancer registry data for surveillance activities and publications. At the time this report 

was published, the most recent FCDS data available were from 2018. 

 

General Trends for 2018 

During 2018, physicians diagnosed 132,408 primary cancers (i.e., the site 

or organ where the cancer starts) among Floridians, an average of 362 new 

diagnoses per day. The overall rate of occurrence for all cancers combined in 

the state has increased from 407.8 new diagnoses per 100,000 in 1981 to 

452.5 new diagnoses per 100,000 in 2018. However, this has not been a 

steady increase as cancer patterns vary year to year. Cancer occurs 

predominantly among older people as age is the top risk factor. Among the 

newly diagnosed cancers in 2018, 62% occurred in people ≥65 years old; 

this age group accounted for 20% of Florida’s 2018 population. 

 

The most common cancers in Floridians were lung and bronchus (13.2%), 

female breast (13.5%), prostate (9.9%) and colorectal (7.7%). These 

accounted for 49.5% of all new cases in blacks and 44% of all new cases in 

whites. 

 

Collectively, the number of new cancer cases and deaths that occurred in 

Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Hillsborough and Pinellas counties 

accounted for approximately 36.4% of new cancer diagnoses and 35.8% of 

cancer deaths in Florida during 2018. 

• 132,408 Primary cancers diagnosed 

in Florida in 2018 

• Cancer rate per 100,000 population 

increased from 432.2 to 452.5 from 

2009–2018  

• 62% of newly diagnosed cancers in 

2018 in Florida were in adults >65 

years old 

2018 Key Points 

Characteristic 
All cancer 

diagnoses 

All cancer  

deaths 

Florida 132,408 44,649 

Sex     

Female 65,516 20,596 

Male 66,855 24,053 

Race     

Black 13,379 4,830 

White 111,960 38,574 

Sex and race     

Black female 7,033 2,374 

White female 54,897 17,690 

Black male 6,342 2,456 

White male 57,035 21,064 

New cancer diagnoses and deaths in Florida 

in 2018 
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For all cancers combined, the Florida age-

adjusted rate of occurrence for new cancer 

cases was 452.5 per 100,000 population and 

143.8 per 100,000 population for cancer-

related deaths. 

Cancer remains the second leading cause of 

death in Florida with over 44,000 cancer 

deaths occurring in 2018. In years of potential 

life lost up to age 75, cancer ranks first, 

surpassing heart disease and stroke combined 

and unintentional injuries. 

 

 

Cancer Appendix – 2018 Data 
Age-adjusted incidence and mortality rates in Florida in 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Number of new cancer diagnoses by sex and race in Florida in 2018 

Characteris t ic Diagn oses  Deaths   

Cervix 998 343

Ovary 1,580 1,007

Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma 6,485 1,520

Head and neck 5,070 1,133

Bladder 5,601 1,374

Melanoma 6,937 632

Colorectal 10,194 3,901

Prostate 13,072 2,411

Female breast 17,923 2,904

Lung and bronchus 17,532 11,054

Total 85,392 26,279

Characteristic 

Female  

breast  Prostate  Colorectal Melanoma Bladder 

Head  

and neck 

Non-

Hodgkin's 

lymphoma Ovary Cervix 

All 

cancers 

Lung and 

bronchus 

Florida 132,408 17,532 17,923 13,072 10,194 6,937 5,601 5,070 6,485 1,580 998 

Sex                       

Female 65,516 8,414 17,923 NA 4,783 2,573 1,330 1,277 3,027 1,580 998 

Male 66,855 9,118 NA 13,072 5,408 4,364 4,269 3,790 3,454 NA NA 

Race                       

Black 13,379 1,341 2,040 2,014 1,224 - 266 381 529 137 209 

White 111,960 15,620 14,900 10,269 8,501 6,937 5,090 4,477 5,530 1,332 731 

Sex and race                       

Black female 7,033 555 2,040 NA 606 - 99 112 262 137 209 

White female 54,897 7,632 14,900 NA 3,948 2,573 1,181 1,115 2,564 1,332 731 

Black male 6,342 786 NA 2,014 618 - 167 269 264 NA NA 

White male 57,035 7,988 NA 10,269 4,550 4,364 3,908 3,359 2,965 NA NA 

Cancer types

Age-adjusted 

incidence rate 

Age-adjusted 

mortality rate 

All cancers 452.5 143.8

Female breast 122.1 18.1

Prostate 88.5 16.9

Lung and bronchus 55.6 34.8

Colorectal 34.9 12.8

Melanoma 28.8 2.4

Bladder 17.7 4.3

Head and neck 17.6 4.0

Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma 21.3 5.0

Ovary 10.9 6.2

Cervix 11.4 2.8
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Cancer Appendix – 2018 Data 
Number of new cancer diagnoses by sex and race in Florida in 2018 

 

Number of new cancer deaths by sex and race in Florida in 2018 

Characteristic 

Female  

breast  Prostate  Colorectal Melanoma Bladder 

Head  

and neck 

Non-

Hodgkin's 

lymphoma Ovary Cervix 

All 

cancers 

Lung and 

bronchus 

Florida 132,408 17,532 17,923 13,072 10,194 6,937 5,601 5,070 6,485 1,580 998 

Sex                       

Female 65,516 8,414 17,923 NA 4,783 2,573 1,330 1,277 3,027 1,580 998 

Male 66,855 9,118 NA 13,072 5,408 4,364 4,269 3,790 3,454 NA NA 

Race                       

Black 13,379 1,341 2,040 2,014 1,224 - 266 381 529 137 209 

White 111,960 15,620 14,900 10,269 8,501 6,937 5,090 4,477 5,530 1,332 731 

Sex and race                       

Black female 7,033 555 2,040 NA 606 - 99 112 262 137 209 

White female 54,897 7,632 14,900 NA 3,948 2,573 1,181 1,115 2,564 1,332 731 

Black male 6,342 786 NA 2,014 618 - 167 269 264 NA NA 

White male 57,035 7,988 NA 10,269 4,550 4,364 3,908 3,359 2,965 NA NA 

Characteristic 

Female  

breast  Prostate  Colorectal Melanoma Bladder 

Head  

and neck 

Non-

Hodgkin's 

lymphoma Ovary Cervix 

All 

cancers 

Lung and 

bronchus 

Florida 44,649 11,054 2,904 2,411 3,901 632 1,374 1,133 1,520 1,007 343 

Sex                       

Female 20,596 4,996 2,904 NA 1,765 199 392 296 628 1,007 343 

Male 24,053 6,058 NA 2,411 2,136 433 982 837 892 NA NA 

Race                       

Black 4,830 910 406 411 502 - 80 121 149 101 78 

White 38,754 9,935 2,400 1,950 3,318 632 1,270 985 1,333 867 252 

Sex and race                       

Black female 2,374 383 406 NA 236 - 39 30 67 101 78 

White female 17,690 4,520 2,400 NA 1,493 199 347 259 541 867 252 

Black male 2,456 527 NA 411 266 - 41 91 82 NA NA 

White male 21,064 5,415 NA 1,950 1,825 433 923 726 792 NA NA 
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Number of new cancer diagnoses by county in Florida in 2018 

Characteristic 

All 

cancers 

Lung and 

bronchus 

Female  

breast  Prostate  Colorectal Melanoma Bladder 

Head  

and neck 

Non-

Hodgkin's 

lymphoma Ovary Cervix 

Florida 132,408 17,532 17,923 13,072 10,194 6,937 5,601 5,070 6,485 1,580 998 

Alachua 1,317 182 189 143 104 48 42 49 70 10 13 

Baker 140 23 15 10 10 12 -- 10 -- -- -- 

Bay 1,001 137 84 79 87 80 36 52 50 17 -- 

Bradford 183 36 20 17 19 -- 11 -- -- -- -- 

Brevard 4,542 656 544 420 321 273 183 186 233 48 36 

Broward 9,801 1,084 1,402 907 824 422 379 373 497 106 82 

Calhoun 85 14 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Charlotte 2,047 314 214 157 139 172 96 79 109 20 -- 

Citrus 1,669 297 166 156 83 95 73 74 96 18 -- 

Clay 1,303 178 200 76 91 89 59 63 56 19 -- 

Collier 2,921 289 354 302 178 288 137 86 183 41 14 

Columbia 479 75 58 58 48 16 22 27 22 -- -- 

Desoto 190 30 21 19 30 -- -- 13 -- -- -- 

Dixie 122 27 14 -- 13 -- -- 13 -- -- -- 

Duval 5,350 739 838 478 446 237 218 223 247 73 58 

Escambia 1,822 312 242 191 137 90 85 83 77 18 13 

Flagler 1,050 129 120 93 73 105 41 36 55 -- -- 

Franklin 101 14 -- 16 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Gadsden 230 32 22 26 17 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Gilchrist 127 32 13 10 10 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Glades 63 -- -- -- -- 13 -- -- -- -- -- 

Gulf 89 17 -- 14 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Hamilton 95 11 18 12 11 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Hardee 139 18 14 10 12 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Hendry 240 33 23 18 16 12 -- 12 11 -- -- 

Hernando 1,697 268 194 156 130 83 72 66 76 17 10 

Highlands 1,006 140 163 92 69 57 41 47 48 10 11 

Hillsborough 8,023 992 1,186 786 644 413 278 321 385 102 70 

Holmes 82 19 -- -- 11 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Indian River 1,558 239 167 183 109 152 87 57 63 11 -- 

Jackson 184 45 15 -- 18 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Jefferson 75 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Lafayette 30 -- 11 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
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Number of new cancer diagnoses by county in Florida in 2018 continued 

Characteristic 

All 

cancers 

Lung and 

bronchus 

Female  

breast  Prostate  Colorectal Melanoma Bladder 

Head  

and neck 

Non-

Hodgkin's 

lymphoma Ovary Cervix 

Lake 3,265 424 352 334 227 143 154 110 197 34 10 

Lee 5,376 710 693 469 385 393 202 216 308 48 32 

Leon 1,128 145 178 118 88 44 19 35 45 19 -- 

Levy 253 55 30 17 16 -- 15 14 14 -- -- 

Liberty 35 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Madison 72 12 10 14 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Manatee 2,900 342 365 276 196 184 135 94 185 54 17 

Marion 3,164 469 380 307 220 158 162 103 164 33 18 

Martin 1,330 199 152 138 77 162 73 35 75 11 -- 

Miami-Dade 13,845 1,457 2,004 1,736 1,220 253 485 531 673 184 145 

Monroe 410 62 46 23 42 45 21 24 12 -- -- 

Nassau 686 109 96 81 43 51 26 37 28 -- -- 

Okaloosa 1,018 163 127 76 73 66 56 38 47 17 -- 

Okeechobee 256 50 26 17 29 -- 11 16 -- -- -- 

Orange 5,906 652 868 628 535 173 208 192 259 71 54 

Osceola 2,103 205 281 225 184 62 82 66 72 21 21 

Palm Beach 8,943 1,155 1,339 813 675 527 488 319 438 122 63 

Pasco 3,801 572 491 355 273 211 179 156 183 38 24 

Pinellas 7,569 1,044 1,062 725 535 454 335 313 362 94 48 

Polk 4,326 603 550 549 358 258 171 161 187 42 50 

Putnam 517 101 50 58 46 31 27 14 21 -- -- 

Santa Rosa 978 164 117 117 79 68 34 45 39 13 -- 

Sarasota 4,164 531 558 355 253 257 228 131 253 58 17 

Seminole 2,322 248 367 209 176 110 102 79 127 26 24 

St. Johns 1,522 178 241 170 94 125 82 66 69 20 -- 

St. Lucie 2,022 303 264 190 150 106 102 68 74 37 19 

Sumter 1,488 251 227 170 88 56 86 49 60 16 -- 

Suwannee 283 53 30 37 27 -- 17 17 11 -- -- 

Taylor 116 21 21 -- 14 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Union 208 40 11 40 23 -- -- 13 -- -- -- 

Volusia 4,011 703 542 301 325 209 132 168 185 35 24 

Wakulla 184 21 31 21 13 10 -- 13 -- -- -- 

Walton 357 67 54 34 33 16 17 11 16 -- -- 

Washington 89 14 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
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Number of new cancer deaths by county in Florida in 2018  

Characteristic 

All 

cancers 

Lung and 

bronchus 

Female  

breast  Prostate  Colorectal Melanoma Bladder 

Head  

and neck 

Non-

Hodgkin's 

lymphoma Ovary Cervix 

Florida 44,649 11,054 2,904 2,411 3,901 632 1,374 1,133 1,520 1,007 343 

Alachua 446 104 24 27 27 -- -- 19 25 -- -- 

Baker 54 18 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Bay 381 99 22 20 33 -- -- -- 10 -- -- 

Bradford 67 22 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Brevard 1,537 414 110 90 112 36 37 42 55 27 -- 

Broward 3,472 732 261 187 369 30 116 67 114 94 34 

Calhoun 43 17 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Charlotte 620 157 41 41 52 -- 19 19 29 -- -- 

Citrus 558 178 33 22 48 11 14 15 16 12 -- 

Clay 428 123 18 12 27 10 22 11 11 -- -- 

Collier 778 160 49 41 71 16 21 -- 33 21 -- 

Columbia 205 67 11 10 30 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Desoto 107 37 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Dixie 53 21 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Duval 1,838 472 120 93 164 23 52 44 68 46 21 

Escambia 662 206 31 32 48 -- 22 15 20 18 -- 

Flagler 302 73 12 13 23 -- 15 -- -- -- -- 

Franklin 31 11 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Gadsden 114 25 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Gilchrist 53 15 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Glades 35 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Gulf 35 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Hamilton 35 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Hardee 46 14 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Hendry 72 19 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Hernando 576 175 32 29 42 -- 18 10 21 14 -- 

Highlands 350 99 23 17 26 -- 13 12 11 -- -- 

Hillsborough 2,410 653 160 100 221 24 67 60 70 52 28 

Holmes 47 19 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Indian River 496 116 36 31 38 -- 20 13 25 10 -- 

Jackson 123 35 -- 13 12 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Jefferson 31 11 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Lafayette 21 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Lake 979 264 55 52 91 16 40 28 27 28 -- 
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Number of new cancer deaths by county in Florida in 2018 continued 

Characteristic 

All 

cancers 

Lung and 

bronchus 

Female  

breast  Prostate  Colorectal Melanoma Bladder 

Head  

and neck 

Non-

Hodgkin's 

lymphoma Ovary Cervix 

Lee 1,751 448 120 90 139 23 67 43 52 28 16 

Leon 382 81 30 36 31 -- 10 11 15 13 -- 

Levy 121 39 -- -- 12 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Liberty 23 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Madison 40 12 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Manatee 931 220 61 43 82 15 43 27 27 23 -- 

Marion 1,081 271 68 50 83 18 28 26 27 22 -- 

Martin 461 104 23 30 45 11 12 24 12 12 -- 

Miami-Dade 4,390 775 322 287 474 35 131 111 163 97 45 

Monroe 145 42 -- -- 14 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Nassau 255 65 18 10 23 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Okaloosa 377 109 18 21 24 -- 17 -- 13 -- -- 

Okeechobee 93 28 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Orange 1,959 410 145 123 171 27 49 49 58 52 14 

Osceola 545 110 41 33 50 -- 18 14 17 15 -- 

Palm Beach 3,143 727 207 178 264 49 104 63 130 87 24 

Pasco 1,392 397 90 60 111 24 47 40 42 36 -- 

Pinellas 2,569 696 177 127 196 43 64 81 87 52 14 

Polk 1,515 410 104 79 131 26 34 34 52 32 13 

Putnam 221 70 -- 10 21 -- 14 -- -- -- -- 

Santa Rosa 302 90 21 21 16 -- 11 -- -- -- -- 

Sarasota 1,328 319 74 84 108 22 45 34 50 24 -- 

Seminole 815 203 55 34 76 19 22 25 35 17 -- 

St. Johns 508 126 31 25 42 -- 16 14 20 16 -- 

St. Lucie 757 212 33 45 58 17 14 22 25 17 -- 

Sumter 503 142 27 26 33 12 13 11 17 17 -- 

Suwannee 112 33 -- -- 11 -- -- -- 10 -- -- 

Taylor 52 10 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Union 73 30 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Volusia 1,505 392 91 79 126 27 59 31 54 30 16 

Wakulla 54 14 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Walton 181 55 20 -- 19 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

Washington 60 18 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 
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Cancer death rates by county in Florida in 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cancer case rates by county in Florida in 2018 


