
Excerpt from 381.006(15 and 17), of the Florida Statutes. 

(15) A group-care-facilities function. As used in this subsection, the term “group care facility” 

means any public or private school, assisted living facility, adult family-care home, adult day 

care center, short-term residential treatment center, residential treatment facility, home for 

special services, transitional living facility, crisis stabilization unit, hospice, prescribed pediatric 

extended care center, intermediate care facility for persons with developmental disabilities, or 

boarding school. The department may adopt rules necessary to protect the health and safety of 

residents, staff, and patrons of group care facilities. Rules related to public and private schools 

shall be developed by the Department of Education in consultation with the department. Rules 

adopted under this subsection may include definitions of terms; provisions relating to operation 

and maintenance of facilities, buildings, grounds, equipment, furnishings, and occupant-space 

requirements; lighting; heating, cooling, and ventilation; food service; water supply and 

plumbing; sewage; sanitary facilities; insect and rodent control; garbage; safety; personnel 

health, hygiene, and work practices; and other matters the department finds are appropriate or 

necessary to protect the safety and health of the residents, staff, students, faculty, or patrons. 

The department may not adopt rules that conflict with rules adopted by the licensing or certifying 

agency. The department may enter and inspect at reasonable hours to determine compliance 

with applicable statutes or rules. In addition to any sanctions that the department may impose 

for violations of rules adopted under this section, the department shall also report such 

violations to any agency responsible for licensing or certifying the group care facility. The 

licensing or certifying agency may also impose any sanction based solely on the findings of the 

department. 

(17) A food service inspection function for domestic violence centers that are certified and 

monitored by the Department of Children and Families under part XII of chapter 39 and group 

care homes as described in subsection (15), which shall be conducted annually and be limited 

to the requirements in department rule applicable to community-based residential facilities with 

five or fewer residents. 

The department may adopt rules to carry out the provisions of this section. 

 

History.—s. 21, ch. 91-297; s. 1, ch. 92-180; s. 27, ch. 93-150; s. 4, ch. 93-151; s. 351, ch. 94-

356; s. 5, ch. 98-151; s. 10, ch. 99-397; s. 17, ch. 2000-141; s. 8, ch. 2000-242; s. 34, ch. 2001-

186; s. 3, ch. 2001-372; s. 6, ch. 2004-350; s. 1, ch. 2010-28; s. 17, ch. 2010-161; s. 45, ch. 

2011-213; s. 6, ch. 2012-147; s. 63, ch. 2014-19; s. 8, ch. 2020-6; s. 40, ch. 2020-150. 

 

 

To view the full section, go to the following website: 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-

0399/0381/Sections/0381.006.html  
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