Final Order No. DOH-01-0]92- BS.MQA
FILED DATE - 11Ot

Department of Hkaltn

STATE OF FLORIDA by ek’ R.Kena.
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY Deputy Agency Clerk
INRE:  THE PETITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMENT OF

VERA JOFFE, Ph.D.

FINAL ORDER

THIS MATTER came before the Board of Psychology (“Board”) pursuant to
Section 120.565, Florida Statutes, at a duly-noticed public meeting held on December 1,
2000, in Tallahassee, Fiorida, for the purpcse of considering the Petition for Declaratory
Statement filed by Vera Joffe, Ph.D. ("Petitioner”). Having considered the petition, the
Board makes the following findings and conclusions.

FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Petitioner is in private practice of psychology and wishes to clarify the use of
an assistant who has a Master of Arts degree in psychology and is pursuing doctoral
studies in that field.

2. - Petitioner wishes to have the assistant teach and lead a parent education
class and a social skills training course, both of which would be psychoeducational in
nature.

3. The parent education class would include three to six sets of parents in four
group sessions lasting ninety minutes each._ The sessions would be held on the
Petitioner's premises and would be supervised by the Petitioner, although the Petitioner
would not be physically present at the group sessions.

4. The social skills training course would include four to six children in six group

sessions lasting sixty minutes each. The sessions would be held on the Petitioner’s
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premises and would be supervised by the Petitioner, although the Petitioner would not
be physically present at the group sessions.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. The Board has jurisdiction over this matier pursuant to Section 120.565,
Florida Statutes. |

2. The Board approves the Petitioner's proposed courses as outlined in the
Petition for Declaratory Statement.

3. However, in order o protect the health, safety, and welfare of the persons
attending the sessions outlined in the Petition for Declaratory Statement, the Board
imposes the following restrictions on Petitioner:

a. The assistant must be identified as “assistant to licensed
psychologist.”

b. The assistant must be a salaried employee of the Petitioner.

c. The courses must be conducted as they are outlined in the Petition for
Declaratory Statement.

d. The assistant must inform those attending the sessions that she is a
student, and not a licensed psychologist.

e. The Petitioner must remain on the premises at all times.

f. Complex questions presented fo the assistant by those attending the
sesstons must be referred to the Petitioner. If issues requiring clinical decision arise
during the sessions, the assistant may not provide a response to those issues, but must
refer them to the Petitioner.

4. This Order constitutes final agency action and may be appealed by any party



pursuant to Section 120.68, Florida Statutes, and Rules 2.110 and 9.190, Florida Rules
of Appellate Procedure, by filing a notice of appeal conforming to the requirements of
Rule 9.110(d), Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure, both with the appropriate District
Court of Appeal, accompanied by the appropriate filing fee, and with the department’s

clerk of agency proceedings, within thirty (30) days of rendition of this Order.

DONE AND ORDERED this % day of *A(\MN\‘%) , 2001.

BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY

Kaye Howerton, Executive Director
for Herbert Goldstein, Ph.D., Chair

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was furnished
by U.S. Mail to Robert H. Woody, Esquire, P.O. Box 34880, Omaha, Nebraska 68134-
0880, and by interoffice mail to Susan B. Bodell, Assistant Attorney General,
Administrative Law Section, PL-01 The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050, this
____dayof , 2001.
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AMENDED CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was furnished by
U.8.Mail to Vera Joffee, Ph.D., 12707 NW 21st Place, Coral Springs, Fl 33071-7755,
Robert H. Woody, Esq., PO Box 34880, Omaha, Nebraska 68134-0880, and by

interoffice mail to Susan B. Bodell, Assistant Attorney General, Administrative Law

Section, PL-01 The Capitol, Tallahassee, Fl 32399-1050, this /Q / -&L day of

, 2001.
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STATE OF FLORIDA
BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY
PN

The Petition for Declaratory Statement of:
VERA JOFKE, PH. D.

- R
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PETITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMENT

The Peutioner, Vera Jotfz, Ph. 1D, by and thrcugh her undersigned atomey, and
pursuatt ty Seetion 120,565, Floida Suuwes (1999) and Chapter 23-105, Florida

Administratve Code. hereby files her Petiion for Declaratory Statement, and says as
follows:

{a) Name of Petuoner: Vera Jofle, Ph. D, Licensed Psycholagist
th) Addiess of Pentioner:  ¢/o Robert Henley Woody, Atterney at Law (Flonda
Bar No. 003425800, Post Ottice Box 34880, Omaha, Nebraska 68134-0880,

Telephone Number (402) 496- 1303, Tacsimile Number (402) 496-1002,

() Name of Apency: Board of Psychology

() Agency nde, ovder, or sktuiory piovision on which deckuatory statement is
songht: Florida Stawte 4%0.012 (6).

(&) Description of how this rule, dder, or statute may or dogs attect Peutioner m

her particular st of circomstances only:  The Petitioncr is a psychologist licensed pursuant
w F 5. Chapier 490. The Petitioner is in privau: pracuce ol psychalopy and wishes o
clanfy the use of an assistan, who has a Masier of Asts degiee w psychology from Nova

Southeastern University. and is pursuing doctoral studies in psychology at Nova
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Southeastern Urniversity. At present, he Is resuicies w administering psychological tests as
an assistant (o the Petitioner, and when she 15 00 the prentises.

QUESTIONS PRESENTED

The Petitioner reguests an opinion ‘rom the Board o Psychology about the propicty of

using an assistant for the following purpose of leading a Parent Education Class and o
Social Skills Training Course. of which both would he didactic (psychoeducational) in

matre tided the auspices of the Povtioner's pracuce of psychulug,

(H

Would an assistant pucsoing a docworal degree w psychiolo2y be aliowes w

teach and lead a Payent Education Class which would d2al wath the book.

The Deliant Child, by Russell A, Barkley? “Ihewe would be three o sia

couples in tour pronp scssions of ninety (90) minutes duraion; the sessions

would be held on the Petitioner’s preinises and supervised by the Peutioner

tthe Pottioner would nat, however, be my the sessions pet sc),

2

Would an assistant pursuing a doctoral degree n psychology be allowed
seach and fead a Social Skills Training course which wouid deal with the

hook, Asberger’s Syndromy, by Tony Anwood? There would be four o six
childien in six {6) sessions ui sixiy {60) man
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s duration; the sessions
would be held on the Petitioner’s premises and supervised by the Fecuoner

(the Petinoner would not, hawever, be in the s¢ss10a8 per sa).
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The answers 10 the above questions, which arg derived from the Petitioner’s use of
an unticensed assistant (thus fur. only 1o assist in administenny psychological iests), are
compatible with Florda Statute 490.012 (6). as well a5 any cther Stalutes or rules known 10

the Bourd ot Psychology.
REQUEST FOR RELIEF

WHEREFURE, Petitioncr, VERA JOFFE, Ph. D.. respectfully requests that this
agency et declamt:ory satement: defining and delincating the propuety of the
Petitioner’s proposed use of an uniicensed assistait for weaching und jeading didacue
{psychoeducational) groups relevant W books on defiantchildren aud the Asberger's
Syndrome, under the supervision of o livensed psychologist.

Daed this /"}L C_dayof w L 200

Respecttully sabmined.

s

VERATJOTTE. Ph. 1D,
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ARLENE D. RCSNER

Notory Puphc - State of Fiorida
My C;Vm'as‘nn expires OCT 12. 2001
Commission # CC680573

Prepated and Approved Lo Foom by:

hhet Ul Ubsisg.

Altorney for the Petitioner
Robert Henlley Woody

Florida Attorney No. 0342530
Past Otfice Box 34880



