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STATE OF FLORIDA BY . &-+ 

BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY Deputy Agency Clerk 

IN RE: THE PETITION FOR DECLARATORY STATEMENT OF 
VERA JOFFE, Ph.D. 

FINAL ORDER 

THIS MATTER came before the Board of Psychology ("Board") pursuant to 

Section 120.565, Florida Statutes. at a duly-noticed public meeting held on December 1. 

2000, in Tallahassee, Florida, for the pupose of considering the Petition for Declaratory 

Statement filed by Vera .ioffe, Ph.D. ("Petitioner"). Having considered the petition, the 

Board makes the following findings and conclusions. 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Petitioner is in private practice of psychology and wishes to clarify the use of 

an assistant who has a Master of Arts degree in psychology and is pursuing doctoral 

studies in that field. 

2. Petitioner wishes to have the assistant teach and lead a parent education 

class and a social skills training course, both of which would be psychoeducational in 

nature. 

3. The parent education class would include three to six sets of parents in four 

group sessions lasting ninety minutes each. The sessions would be held on the 

Petitioner's premises and would be supervised by the Petitioner, although the Petitioner 

would not be physically present at the group sessions. 

4. The social skills training course would include four to six children in six group 

sessions lasting sixty minutes each. The sessions would be held on the Petitioner's 



premises and would be supervised by the Petitioner, although the Petitioner would not 

be physically present at the group sessions. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

1. The Board has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to Section 120.565, 

Florida Statutes. 

2. The Board approves the Petitioner's proposed courses as outlined in the 

Petition for Declaratory Statement. 

3. However, in order to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the persons 

attending the sessions outlined in the Petition for Declaratory Statement, the Board 

imposes the following restrictions on Petitioner: 

a. The assistant must be identified as 'assistant to licensed 

psychologist." 

b. The assistant must be a salaried employee of the Petitioner. 

c. The courses must be conducted as they are outlined in the Petition for 

Declaratory Statement. 

d. The assistant must inform those attending the sessions that she is a 

student, and not a licensed psychologist. 

e. The Petitioner must remain on the premises at all times. 

f. Complex questions presented to the assistant by those attending the 

sessions must be referred to the Petitioner. If issues requiring clinical decision arise 

during the sessions, the assistant may not provide a response to those issues, but must 

refer them to the Petitioner. 

4. This Order constitutes final agency action and may be appealed by any party 



pursuant to Section 120.68, Florida Statutes, and Rules 9.1 10 and 9.190, Florida Rules 

of Appellate Procedure, by filing a notice of appeal conforming to the requirements of 

Rule 9.1 10(d), Florida Rules of Appellate Procedure, both with the appropriate District 

Court of Appeal, accompanied by the appropriate filing fee, and with the department's 

clerk of agency proceedings, within thirty (30) days of rendition of this Order. 

DONE AND ORDERED this day of ,2001. 

BOARD OF PSYCHOLOGY 

for Herbert Goldstein, Ph.D., Chair 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was furnished 

by U.S. Mail to Robert H. Woody, Esquire, P.O. Box 34880, Omaha, Nebraska 68134- 

0880; and by interoffice mail to Susan B. Bodell, Assistant Attorney General, 

Administrative Law Section, PL-01 The Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050, this 

d a y  of ,2001. 
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AMENDED CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was furnished by 

U.S.Mail to Vera Joffee, Ph.D., 12707 NW 21st Place, Coral Springs, FI 33071-7755, 

Robert H. Woody, Esq., PO Box 34880, Omaha, Nebraska 68134-0880, and by 

interoffice mail to Susan B. Bodell, Assistant Attorney General, Administrative Law 

Tallahassee, FI 32399-1050, this 2 / %? day of 

,2001. 
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STATE OF Fl.OKll)A 
B O A W  UV PSYC1iOLOi;Y 

IS i3.1:; 

Tht )'?tition iul I:)ccla~-~rory Statement of: 

VEIL\ JC.)l+E, lJH. D. 
- . . .- . -. -.- .- -. --.--.! 

YE'I'1'lION FOR I)ECI.ARATOUY S'KATLRIENT 

'l3c Yt~~iiontr .  Vera loif?. Pn. I).. by and through hzr undzrs~gncd nurlmiiy. at~d 

~)~tr :<l~ant  lo S~~tt io11 120.5h5. F l o ~ i h  S~nrulr's (1999) anti C11:iptsi. 18-105, Flsriiiii 

r\din~nir~i.;iiive Cod?. hen:by lilcs hi.i.P?titi~~n 101 I ) ~ C ~ X ~ I I I I Y  S ~ ~ I I ~ . I I I ~ I ~ L .  N I ~  s l y $  as 

ic~llc~ws: 

(;I) Warl~e at  Ycu~icmcr: Vcm Jnlic. Ph. b.. Lt~u.ns~c! Psychol~~g~st  

th )  Addlrss of Peiitioner: c/o Roben Henlry Woody. Arromney 31 l.aw (I-londa 

HAT So. 034-7580), Pwt Oilics 8ox 348S!I. Omaha, Nebrash 68 134-08811. 

Telcpliur~c Nu~i~ber (402) 496-1303. Facsimile Number (403 496-1002, 

L S a n ~ t  01' Atcncy: Board oTPsycholugy 

l i l )  Agency !:i!t. cc~i~:r. I'r st.tturon provision un which Jich-awry sialc~!~c.lit is 

s ~ t ~ s h t :  Flo~ida Staii~lc 4LHl.01'2 (6). 

(c) DCsctiption of how @.is ~ \ e ,  s10c.r. or salute may or dws atlrct Pzutiooc~ m 

I~cr pntiic~llu $?.I of cin~~mslsllces only: T!,c P?titioncr is psyclroiogist licmwd puriuanl 

lo FS. Ch.~px~.  490. 7hr Pctidut~cr is in privhw pmctke oipbychulogy and wishes to 

claiil'y the u.jc of i u ~  ;ssisr;rnr, whu ha P Masitx vl' AI.L', d i g i . ~ ~ .  in p~)chology irom b i l ~ ~  

Sou111c;~stere Llniv~..r.>~ty. 31111 is P I I I S ~ I ~ I I ~  dtxIo1;\1 S I I I ~ ~ C S  in  psyc'i~olugy at Nova 



1 1 1 ~  I';li~iolla 1.zqics1s ;III opi~iic~n liom thc Bonrd vi' Psyrhology about !hL' I)ropitcty tli  

using ;in a.;islanl ivr rhz following pu~Tusc or lcatli~lg a P;r~vot Edowlirrn C:lir, did a 

Social Skill, Tiairlint C$t~nc. of *lich bolh wuuld k didaclic ~ p s y c h c ~ d ~ ~ t t ~ ~ l )  111 

I I S I ~ I I C  I;IIL!CI :hc .IIIS~I~CL:S of LIIC PL?II(~(~LST'S pra~iic-2 01 ?s:~iI\<~Io:y 

rc.l~.h iutd iwtl a 1':~cnt Edllcation Chss \vhicti would d5al viilh the book 

:!'lii: Dcfiiu~cCMd, by Russtll A. Bukley? 'lhdtc would 1% lllree to b i ~  

coup1t.s in f o r n . ~ [ . ~ ) \ ~ p  S C ~ S I O ~ I S  01' ninety (%I) niinutcs ox:-3tlon; tl!e sr,sir~lrs 

would I)? held on lltc Pctitiomr's yremiszs and s t t p . ~ ~  ised hy the l'i.lir;oncr 

!lh< t'culionrt aooi:l nol, howe~cr, ue 111 rk scjslonsycr :dJ. 

(1-1 Worlld ao asslsmtit pursuing n dorczd  dr:we in p;ychology k allowed to 

!cacl~ and 1e;td a Social Skilk Tlaiiiu!g coutsc ~ b i c h  wouid 4Ul U ' I ~  1116 

hook, Asbrrg&tS S- hy Tony A~t\r.ooJ! l'lrtre wooid b? tour lo six 

~ ~ l l ~ d r c l l  kl (0) ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 0 1 1 s  t.ifsix;y ($0) III~I:::L?.~ ~!lr : i t l~~l! :  d1e >ei5lOllh 

uould te hcld on thc P:~irioncr's 1;:emiccs and sugz~vtsetl hy the t'c.t!uot~et' 

(the IJctirioni'r would !;ol. how<vc~-, bc ill tk SCSsl0113 pCl'w.l. 
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The alrswrrs kl thc ahovc qursliot~q, u8hich a ! .  drriv6d iso~n ihc Pelitioner's use of 

an u~il ice~szd a$sistjtpl (Ih~u far. onlv lo a5s.i~~ in administcnng psy~1io10gic~l 1esLs). are 

compixiblc with Floiida Sta~ucr 490.012 (6). as well u 311y cU~e~.Smiu~es OI.IUICS known 10 

ihc 1lo;trtl ot'Psychofogy. 

REQUf ST FOR KE1,lEF 

WHElltlFURE, Prtitiowr. VERA JOFFE, P'n. l).. r~spcc~fully Itquests hat  this 

agcncy cnlcr 3 dccla~~tory smtenicnl: Jtfini~ifi ;u~d dzliilc~ting ihe piupti?ty of tl~e 

P~:ririonrr's proposed u.w ol'.tn uti;icr.ncd issi,raiil. fill. ~cachillg u ~ d  :r:ad~ng didactic 

(})~ychwdl~ci~[i~ji i~l)  gri~~ipb I?I~V:IIIL LU books on ilr.ii~111~l1ildrcn aiid 1112 A\bergcr's 

Syndronir., und t r  the supervision of o licensed psychologist. 


