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Test Menu 

TOPIC  DESCRIPTION  

Test Name  Rabies, Animal 

Other Name (s)  N/A 

Analyte(s)  Rabies 

Test Code  9940 

Lab location  Jacksonville, Miami, and Tampa locations  

Department Rabies/Virology 

Prior Authorization Requires prior approval from County Health Department (CHD), 

Epidemiology, and notification to the testing lab. Contact your local County 

Health Department to start the process for approval. 

Required Forms  Rabies Requisition Form, DH959 or use 

https://merlin.doh.ad.state.fl.us/MerlinCore/ to create the test order 

(preferred).  
Specimen Sources  -Bat or other very small animal (one pound or less): Entire animal 

-Small animal (Squirrel to large dog): decapitated head 

-Large animal (Larger than a dog, often livestock): brain with brain stem and 

complete cerebellum 

Supplemental Information- Special 
Specimen Preparation  

Treat animal for fleas before decapitating. 

Minimum Volume  N/A 

Storage Conditions  Refrigerate specimens at 2-8°C, do not freeze specimens this will delay 
testing.   

Collection Media N/A 

Specimen Labeling  Unique identification number  

Packaging and Shipping Instructions and 
Handling  

-Specimen must be double bagged and shipped in leak -proof container 
with cold packs.  
-Use clear bags to double bag specimens.  
-Specimens should be individually bagged with one specimen per bag and 
the paperwork clearly indicating which specimen it is attached to.  
-Paperwork should be placed in a separate bag to protect it from 
condensation and contamination. 

Test Methodology  Direct fluorescent antibody (DFA) 

Turnaround Time  1 - 3 days 

Result Indicator  Positive, Negative, Unsatisfactory, or Inconclusive 

Unsatisfactory Specimen  mutilated, decomposed, grossly contaminated with bacteria or incomplete 

Interferences and Limitations  mutilated, decomposed, grossly contaminated with bacteria or incomplete 

Additional Information & Notes  Specimens must be submitted through the County Animal Care and Control 
Office. 

Reference Range  Positive, Negative, Unsatisfactory, or Inconclusive 

Reference Lab  CDC if needed 

Reflex testing   N/A 
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ESCAMBIA 
SANTA ROSA 

OKALOOSA 

WALTON 
WASHINGTON 

BAY 

JACKSON 

CALHOUN 

GULF 

LIBERTY 

FRANKLIN 

GADSDEN 

WAKULLA 

JEFFERSON MADISON 
HAMILTON 

SUWANNEE 

LEVY 

GILCHRIST 

COLUMBIA 

ALACHUA 

UNION 
BRADFORD 

NASSAU 

MARION 

CITRUS 

HERNANDO 
SUMTER LAKE 

PUTNAM 

CLAY 

BAKER 

FLAGLER 

VOLUSIA 

SEMINOLE 

ORANGE BREVARD 

OSCEOLA 

POLK 
PINELLAS 

MANATEE 
HARDEE 

DESOTO 

CHARLOTTE 

LEE 

GLADES 

HENDRY 

COLLIER 

MONROE DADE 

BROWARD 

ST LUCIE 

OKEECHOBEE 
HIGHLANDS 

SARASOTA 

 

HILLSBOROUGH 

Laboratories Servicing Rabies Testing 

5/22/23 

PALM BEACH 

PASCO 

INDIAN RIVER 

ST JOHNS 

DUVAL 

 

DIXIE 

LAFAYETTE 

TAYLOR 

MARTIN 

LEON 

HOLMES 

BPHL-Tampa 

3602 Spectrum Blvd. 

Tampa, FL, 33612 

Tel. (813) 233-2282                           

Fax. (813)233-2379 

Pref. (813) 233-2203                                                     

 

BPHL-Miami 

1325 N.W. 14th Ave. 

Miami, FL,33125 

Tel. (305)325-2536 

Fax. (305)325-2560 

24/7 (800) 539-4432 

BPHL-Jacksonville 

1217 N. Pearl Street 

Jacksonville, FL,32202 

Tel. (904)791-1540 

Fax. (904)791-1542 

24/7 (904) 253-0439 




