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                                                                                                            Figure  1: Public Health Core Functions  

A Community Health Assessment (CHA) 
assesses the health of the population and 
identifies areas for health improvement. It is a 
systematic approach to collecting, analyzing, 
and using information to educate and mobilize 
communities, develop priorities, gather 
resources, and plan actions to impact health.                                                                                  
Assessment is one of the three core functions 
of public health, along with policy development 
and assurance. The Ten Essential Public Health 
Services (EPHS) are aligned with the core 
functions as depicted (figure 1). The EPHS 
describe the core processes of public health 
under which all public health services fall. The 
local public health system (LPHS) includes all 
public, private, and voluntary entities, as well 
as individuals and partnerships working together 
to contribute to the delivery of public health services 
(figure 2). While no one entity is singularly responsible for providing public health services in 
the community, county health departments have a responsibility to enable, assure, and enforce 
the provision of the essential public health services within the LPHS. The Pinellas County Health 
Department brought together the diverse entities and interests of the Pinellas LPHS to conduct 
a comprehensive Community Health Assessment in 2011-2012.    
 
Figure  2: Local Public Health System 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


