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	DAC Members Present
	Department of Health Staff
	Guests

	Dr. Joseph Chebli
	Sarah Grant
	Dr. Francesco Vendrame

	Nancy Murphy
	Tara Hylton
	Lucille Beseler

	Bridget Jennings
	Towana Reddick
	Gregg Laskoski

	
	Katrina Rivers
	Dr. Errick Farmer

	
	Jenifer Ballouk
	Conrad McCray

	
	Rachel Freidin
	Daysha Williams

	
	Dr. Ed Clark
	

	
	Dr. Pierre Rodrigue
	

	
	Jennifer Waskovich
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Note: Any DAC member who tried unsuccessfully to participate by phone, should email Sarah Grant (Sarah.Grant@FLHealth.gov) so their absence can be marked as excused.

Welcome: 
Dr. Chebli called the meeting to order at 2 p.m.  

Review of Minutes from February 24, 2026, DAC meeting:
An overview of the February meeting minutes was provided. The minutes were approved by Dr. Chebli, seconded by Bridget Jennings, and unanimously accepted.

Announcements from Bureau of Chronic Disease Prevention (BCDP):
The Diabetes Prevention and Management Program has presented at past State Health Improvement Plan (SHIP) Chronic Diseases and Conditions Priority Area Workgroup meetings. Bureau Chief Tara Hylton invited DAC members to participate as diabetes subject matter experts for the Chronic Diseases and Conditions Priority Area Workgroup meeting on Thursday, May 21, 2026. The Diabetes Prevention and Management Program will be presenting. Bureau of Chronic Disease Prevention continues to be informed about relevant member projects, with a diabetes prevention and management focus, that may become effective in state fiscal year 2026-2027.

Presentation by Florida Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles (FHSMV) and Q & A:
Representatives from FHSMV, Conrad McCray and Daysha Williams, provided an overview of their responsibilities and protocols for ensuring medical safety of drivers in Florida. DAC members asked follow-up questions and provided recommendations about opportunities to share resources and collaborate on hypoglycemia unawareness marketing campaigns. The Safe Mobility for Life Coalition is their community engagement partner. Conrad agreed that the DAC can send him a resource list that he will submit to his bureau chief for review.

Action: DAC members need to compile a resource list that FHSMV can include in their resource packet to Floridians, as applicable.

2027 Legislative Report:
Workgroups have submitted multiple data requests and have received preliminary data from the Agency for Health Care Administration. The Addressing Diabetes workgroup has drafted the Lifestyle Interventions and Current Efforts subsections. Clinical Interventions and Coordinated Efforts subsections are in progress. Updated formulary for the Insulin Distribution Program can be included as they want to emphasize referral processes and resources for health care providers and persons with diabetes.

Action: Sarah will consult with BCDP Epidemiology team about which maps should be included.

The Advancing Diabetes Care workgroup reviewed recommendations from 2025 report and made updates.  They will incorporate any suggestions from other workgroups regarding new recommendations. Implementation plan should be a separate working document that can be shared with partners. Dr. Chebli encouraged the DAC to include a clear statement about access to diabetes medications and technology within the executive summary and conclusion.

A contributor is still needed for the Cost Savings and Clinical Improvements subsection.

Opportunities to share the approved DAC report include National Diabetes Month, community events (e.g., 5K walks), a press release, or legislative meetings. The DAC can inquire with representatives on other boards/councils or chronic disease agencies on possible legislators with whom to share their recommendations. Suggestions: Dr. Carolina Gutierrez (Florida Stroke Registry) or Dr. Bobbie Mckee (Moffitt Cancer Center). The DAC can also establish their own email address and point of contact for media inquiries.

DAC can plan an in-person meeting, as well as a scheduled advocacy day with legislators in Tallahassee. February may be ideal month to introduce recommendations before the legislative session opens. The DAC chair needs to get confirmation of this plan by the August meeting in order to initiate the scheduling process. There may be an opportunity for the DAC to meet at the BCDP’s biennial WORKSHOP.

Follow-up on Previous Action Items:

Meeting with State Surgeon General (SSG): Tara would like to establish a set month each year for this meeting to aid in scheduling.

Future Scheduled Meetings:
June 16, 2026, 2-4 p.m. EST (legislative report planning meeting)
August 18, 2026 (quarterly meeting)

Closing and Adjourn:
Dr. Chebli adjourned the meeting at 3:52 p.m.

This meeting was recorded. By staying on the conference call line, all participants agreed to be recorded. 
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